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by the same extent of population in England. Yet,

there are seldom any drunkards to be met with in

the streets, none of the depravity and crime, that

originating in these excesses, exhibit themselves

with such fearful recurrence in the old country. It

is, perhaps, that the American being more habi-

tuated to the use of strong liquors, almost from his

childhood, is seldom inconvenienced by the same

consequence, as the less accustomed of English

tradesmen to similar indulgence.

No European nation comprises within its limit a

more diversified or chequered population than the

United States ; amounting according to the last

census, (1840,) to 17,069,453, including 2,487,355

slaves; 386,293 free coloured persons, and 14,189,705

whites ; the latter, made up of the descendants of

almost every people, with a considerable increase in

each succeeding year, from the influx of European

emigrants that crowd its shores. But, as the greater

proportion are of British origin, they resemble the

parent country more than any other : while living

under the same suppositious laws, and speaking the

same language, they present in the national charac-

teristics of the population of the difterent states, but

few shades of real variety. The entire are distin-

guished by the same absorbing and eager appetite

for the acquisition of wealth, the great ruling pas-

sion of every American, of every profession and

grade, and to which their energies are at all times

directed.

The New England States arc, perliaps, freer from


