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In proportion as the knowledge of the advantages derived

from navigation and commerce continued to fpread, the.intar-

courfe among nations extended. The ambition of conqueft, or

the neceflity of procuring a new fetllement, were no longer the

fole motives of vifiting diftant lands. The dcfire of gain

became a new incentive to adivity, roufed adventurers and fent

them forth upon long voyages in fearch of countries, whofe

produds or wants might increafe that circulation, which nou-

rifhes and gives vigour to commerce. Trade proved a great

fource of difcovery, it opened unknown feas, it penetrated into

new regions, and contributed more than any other caufe, to

bring men acquainted with the fituation, the nature, and com-

modities of the different parts of the globe. But even after a

regular commerce was eftablifhed in the world, after nations

were confiderably civilized, and the fclences and arts were cul-

tivated with ardour and fuccefs, navigation continued to be fo

imperfedl, that it can hardly be faid to have advanced beyond

the infancy of its improvement in the ancient world,
.

Impcrfeftion

of navigation

among the

ancients.

Among all the nations of antiquity the ftru£ture of their

veffels was extremely rude, and their method of working them

no lefs defedive. They were unacquainted with fome of the

great principles and operations in navigation, which are now

Gontidered as the firft elements on which that fcience is founded.

Though that property of the magnet, by which it attrads iron,

was well known to the ancients, its mod important and amazing

virtue of pointing to the poles had entirely efcaped their obfer-

vation. Deftitute of this faithful guide, which now conduds

the pilot with fo much certainty in the unbounded ocean, during

the darknefs of night, and when the heavens are covered with

clouds, the ancients had bo other method of regulating their

courfe
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