
' li

CLIMATE OF UPPER CANADA. 231 ';;

species of

: these are

lich grows
I rose ; the

ither-wood

ose-wood :

jful shrub,

for cord in

irk baskets

)ple-trees,

lative tree

have as

ops at the

loots of a
ch I long

)y is well,

asant and
vhh'in the

L*nce from

ly settled

ared and
; of home
leat our-

ant time,

y dales,

ir young
my little

of those

:hat gave
1 and my

Eind, and
rt of in-

8, I love

seas if it

were courtly hall or bower ; habit reconciles us to many
things that at first were distasteful. It has ever been my
way to extract the sweet rather than the bitter in the cup
of life, and surely it is best and wisest so to do. In a
country where constant exertion is called for from all ages
and degrees of settlers, it would be foolish to a degree to

damp our energies by complaints, and cast a gloom over
our homes by sitting dejectedly down to lament for all

that was so dear to us in the old country. Since we are
here, let us make the best of it, and I ear with cheerful-

ness the lot we have chosen. I believe that one of the
chief ingredients in human happiness is a capacity for

enjoying the blessings we possess.

Though at our first outset we experienced many disap-

pointments, many unlooked-for expenses, and many an-
noying delays, with some wants that to us seemed great

privations, on the whole we have been fortunate, especi-

ally in the situation of our land, which has increased in

value very considerably ; our chief difficulties are now
over, at least we hope so, and we trust soon to enjoy the

comforts of a cleared farm.

My husband is becoming more reconciled to the coun-
try, and I daily feel my attachment to it strengthening.

The very stumps that appeared so odious, through long

custom, seem to lose some of their hideousness : the eye
becomes familiarized even with objects the most dis-

pleasing, till they cease to be observed. Some century

hence, how different will this spot appear ! I can picture

it to my imagination with fertile fields and groves of

trees planted by the hand of taste;—all will l)e difi'erent;

our present rude dvvellings will have gi^^en place to others

of a more elegant style of architecture, and comfort and
grace will rule the scene which is now a forest wild.

You ask me if I like the climate of Upper Canada ; to

be candid, I do not think it deserves all that travellers

have said of it. The summer heat of last year was very

oppressive ; the drought was extreme, and in some re-

spects proved rather injurious, especially to the potato-

crop. The frosts set in early, and so did the snows; as

to the far-famed Indian summer it seems to have taken
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