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PREFACE.

Some delay has unavoidably taken place in the pub-

lication of this work, but the subject is so full of

interest that it was found impossible to confine it

within the bounds originally intended, namely, a

volume of two hundred and forty pages.

With a desire, therefore, of embracing the most

important historical facts connected with this city,

I have availed myself of the valuable information

which has been kindly afforded by several gentlemen

conversant with the early history of this coun-

try ; and I beg to express my acknowledgments to

those gentlemen, and to the many friends who have

taken an activ'^e interest in the progress of this work.

I should be wanting, indeed, in justice, if I did not

I

here express how deeply sensible I am of the obliga-

tions which I owe to A. Thom, Esquire, M. A. for

the original Prospectus of this work, which has been

duly estimated wherever it has been read ; and I es-

Iteem myself particularly fortunate in having obtained

the assistance of J. C. Fisher, Esquire, L. L, D.,

Iwho arranged and classified the various materials sub-

litted to him, and from whose classical pen the

Jfeatest portion of the following pages proceeds.

A. H.


