
tiaiiR'iI a wcllkniiwii MuDtnal liousc, I'.idwn A ('lnltls, islalilislit.l a liraiirli nf thuir

wliolesalc biiMiitsM. Two or tliri'c ycais atuiwaiil, this tirm csjaljlishi-il a bout aixl

shoe factory in prcmisiH near wluic tlif Tiininrance CkKic lloiist- now i>. noxt St.

JaiiiL's' Catlifdral. Almut I'^.s.s. I".. K. <".iipiiiti'i >v I'o. laiuc Iroiii tin- I "mteil States

and In ijaii a svlutU-salr tr.iilf, iiio^tly ill Atiuritan sImi-s. TIiin linn alti rwarils licfaiiif

Sessions. Coopi-r \ Co.. and its st\le is lo-t|ay C'Hipcr vV Smith. The Toronto biisinusH

of lirowii A (liiltls passol into thf hands, in i"^S3. of (liil.ls A: lirown. fioiii M.issa-

ihiisitts .iiul iicM yt'ir thf style lu-caiiic Chilils A llaiiiilton. luulcr whicli iiiim Mi W.
II. Hamilton carried <>ii tlif business lor iii.uiy ye.irs. in l^^<> he assoriattd with hiiii

self liis prl•^l lit partners. 1111(1(1 the stylt- of W. |1. Jlaiuiilon \ Co. Some turn ••in the

sixties" J.
W. n.inni A (o. went into in iiiiilaeinrin;,' in roroiit.i: th.it firm .ifterwards

heeanie |).imer. Kint,' A Urown. on I'ront >ireei. then Knit; A IJiown ; tinally, as it is

now. |. I) Kinu A Co.. who removed their factory to \Vellinj,'ton street west. Other

Mrms which hav within the past twenty or tliirty yeirs es-..»yed the boot and slio-.'

manufacture -.vere Henry Cobley A Co.: (iills.ilt. Robinson A H.dl : Walker, b^s.ms A

Co.: ildw.ird Cliilds ; Jolm Ilohnes: but tiiese live firms .ire now all out of (\ist< nee.

r.\ tlie use ol iii'.jenious modern mil hiiiery .md by di\ isii>n of labor, the making'

of shoes h.is been i,'re:illy i li.inL,'e I fn>m the cr.impiil .ml sedent.irs emplouiieiit of a

former <li\. .\> m tiiu ( ise of the h.m l-looni weivei, the shoemaker of the oltl school

has had to succumb, and tiie fietory furnisher fooi-we.ir for the million, b'lrst the

sewini(-mi:hine. the.i tlu m i ;liin p.',','tjr. tiien th-' Mick ly sewi^r. the screwwire

machine, the (ioodyear machine, has cnme m turn U) facilit.ite pr duction. lint few

parts of the construction .md linish of a shoe now rem.iin for which some machine has

not lieen invented to t.ike the pi icc' >f laborious and deft human tinj^ers. Fluit marvel

of inj,'enuit\-. the •• c.ick " turninachine. is no louLjei novel, but the screw-wire machine

remains a pu/zle to the novu e. rutin;; must still i done by hand, but ma- linies are

in these late days found for pet(i,'m;;, sewing, stitchint;. Iietdim,'. burmsliin'.;. eyelettinjj.

There are many well-to-do persons in Canada, principally men of En;^|isli tastes,

who are satisfied with nothini^ but hand-made boots, but the vast majority of women

and children, as well as the farmer, .md the artisan and laborer, ilepend upon the shoe

factor)'. .-Viiierican patterns predominate anion;,' the liner sorts of foot-wear, and C(jn-

sidering the enterprise and taste of the Americans in this direction, we cannot woiuler

tlKit they ilo.

This branch of manufacture has not been without its difficulties, as indeed is

attested bv the lar>,'e number of hrms which have essayed it durinf; the last cpiarter

centurv and the small numbi^r which sur\ive. Twenty years ago the Crispin Societv. a

secret organization of boot and shoe <ipiratives, undertook to dictate terms to eni[iloyers.

as to hours, prices. person> :ind what not connectetl with the trade. The employers

stood it for a while, but at last several declared their freedom from such shackles, and

their determipation 1 1871) "to employ whom they pleased ;md themselves to regulate

bills and wages." Nor has the industry been free in later years from attempts at

dictation by employes.
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