
1() THE SELKIRK SETTLERS

now of commiHeniting the Frencli king who,

adopting the sneer of Voltaire, spoke of the

cession of Canada to England as the surrender

of " a few hundred arpents of snow," l)ut there

have been a great many people besides Louis

XV. who looked upon the territory which to-day

furnishes the finest wheat in the world, exports

the cattle from a thousand plains, and holds the

richest mines yet discovered, as a region att'ord-

ing a sphere of operations only to the hunter and

the trapper. But the Earl of Selkirk, who at

the opening of this century practically controlled

the Hudson's Bay Company, though he doubtless

saw in this great region the field for an

immensely profitable fur trade, seems to have

had a more prescient understanding of its future

possibilities. Moreover, all we have heard of the

man from those who knew him leads us to

believe that he was actuated by higher than self-

ish motives for himself or his company, when, at

great personal cost, he brought to the banks of

the Red River the company of his fellow-country-

men known to history as the " Selkirk settlers."

It is true that at the time there was keen and


