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the reward of his ingenuity in. finding out such a

metliod of pleasing her, as well as of his dutiful

attention to the Admiral, in having for many
years taken in the paper esteemed to have the

earliest naval intelligence. He proved, however,

to be too late. All those fine first feelings, of

which he had hoped to be the exciter, were already

given. But his intention, the kindness of his in-

tention, was thankfully acknowledged, — quite

thankfully and warmly, for she was elevated be-

yond the common timidity of her mind by the

flow of her love for William.

This dear William would soon be amongst them.

There could be no doubt of his obtaining leave of

absence immediately, for he was still only a mid-

shipman; and as his parents, from living on the

spot, must already have seen him and be seeing

him perhaps dail}^, his direct holidays might with

justice be instantly given to the sister, who had

been his best correspondent through a period of

seven years, and the uncle who had done most for

his support and advancement; and accordingly the

reply to her reply, fixing a very early day for his

arrival, came as soon as possible; and scarcely ten

days had passed since Fanny had been in the agi-

tation of her first dinner visit, when she found

herself in an agitation of a higher nature, — watch-

ing in the hall, in the lobby, on the stairs, for the

first sound of the carriage which was to bring her

a brother.

It came happily while she was thus waiting;

and there being neither ceremony nor fearful ness

to delay the moment of meeting, she was with him


