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DETAILS OF TIIK DRY KAHTII SY8TKM OF SFWilUAdF
(from thu Rules for tlic Suporinlcndoucc aud Matia^MMUtMit of

(iaols in Ui(3 Lower F'rovincesof tbo Reu^'al Presidency, lH(»i.)

Conscrcancy.—Latrines untl Vrinuh.

As a nuisance in a ^"^o.-il may easily be avoided, its existence

is an indication of inetlicient adminislralion. J*'or successful con-

sorvancy administration it is not sullicient to jjive an f)rder ;
tliere

must be a perfectly or^ranized jdan, witb rides for tln^ f,Miidance of

•ach individual, and not only must every on«' liave bis own sepai'ate

duty assigned bim, but in case of neglect IIk; resjtonsibility must lie

llxed upon some one against whom the neglect or want of supervi-

sion rests. It is not only necessary to give an order, but also babi-

tually to see tbat it is properly carried out ; and as long as tbere is

anything to oU'end tbii senses, the officer in charge of tlu3 gaol may
rest satislied that the system is only im[terh'ctly carried out, and no
excuse should be accejiled in justilication.

Drains of any description, for sru'a;ic purposes irithin a fjaol or its

precincts are absolutely prohibited.

The dry earth conservancy system shall Ite adopted in all

gaols in substitution of any other reiiuiring the removal of li(iuid

sewage.
The ap[tlicalion of not less than two pounds of dry sifted

earth to the recently voided f.-ecal or urinary excreta of one person

prevents decomposition, entirely suppresses fermentation and the

escape of noxious and offensive gases, and admits of the excreta

being preserved in a ])ortable and innocuons condition.

The essential conditions for the success of dry earth conservancy
are :

—

.1. Immediate apidication of earth to exci-eta.—Unless this be

attended to, fermentation and the evolution of oll'ensiv(! products
rapidly result. The subseipient ai)[)lication of a large (juantily of

earth only abates a nuisance whose prevention is enjoined. IJiiue

should be voided into large vessels loosely filled with dry earth.

B. The use of dry sifted earth.—If damp (>arlh be used success

cannot be expected, and if unsifted earth be employed, an nnnect's-

sarily large quantity will be re(]nired, involving extra labour in

supplying fresh and in removing the soiled earth. A (jnantity of

earth from the gaol garden should be kept constantly spread out in

the sun to be thoroughly dried, and during the rainy season special

arrangements will have to be made for effecting this under shelter.

Before the commencement of the rains, a stock of thoroughly dried
and well-sifted earth should be stored in a buildiuL'- for use on


