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and IntiTcoiirHe which do not extend t>>

forrlun iiiitioiiH. It nrei'Msarlly Involven iiiu

tiial pMrtielpation In cirtaln advantii^eM

fiiMii wlile'i (ithiT eouiitrli's are exdndi'd.

Till' roiiinioiii'st fitriii III' Hiii'ii a eoninn-n-ial

iiiiiiiii U lliat iii'i'Ni nti'd liy the I'lilti'd

Siiiti'S, by the varloiin UlMKiloni>< and priii

rIpalltieH eon>titutliiK the Cerniiui Km
P'l'c, and by tlie dllVirenl provlneeH wlilih

rorni the l)onilnlon of Ciinada. Sui'h iifiinii

liiiividi'S fur perf' ft fi loin i<( tnidi' In'

twi'ill the slali'H or pliivllH'i'S so boliliil In

Ci'tlnr, with more or lenw rcslrli-llnn of In

li'icniirse a" retfards ednimrrei' willi utliiT

i-oiintricH. Tills roHtrletlon usually asMiimeH

tlie form of duties upon IniporlH, tlie pro-

CI eds of which arc, in iniiny eases, rc(|iilr

I'd fi»r p'lrposcs of revenue. Nn nihcr plan

of ciininn'rclai fedciMliuii hiis had any sue-

cissfiii ixislciicc In the xMirid's experlciic".

and, tiicri'forc, when a ItrDlsh ('ominercl,ii

I'lilon Is mooted It Is at oiiee taken to

mean, on the one hand, free trade iM'twIxt

tile various parts of the Kmpire. iiikI. on
the oilier hand, ;i larllT of some dcscilp-

tiiiii, lilserinilnatInK apiliist foreiirn iia

tilillS.

But perhaps this ili Unit Ion of a emu
nierclai union may not he satisfa<'toiy in

iliosc political eeoiininlsts wlio advocate
the ;jreatcst possible freedom nf trade, not

only between tile illtegiai |i,i>-ts nf the
same fedenitlon, hut lictween sucl\ nirtrre

gated coiiiniunliles and other nations
tliioiiuhout the world. Possibly their Idea

of a coininerclal union Is unrestrleted cnm-
mcrce, not. only between lis members, but
with all the wurld besides. Il so, li Is one
of ihe-e nnreallsable eniiililiMl inns that have
had nn existence In the i»ast, and do not
seem possible In the future, liet us sup-

pose, for Instance, the various obstacles
In the .shape of tariffs that :ire said to ob-
struct trade between the Uiltisli po-sesL

siniis at tile iireseni time |o lie enllr"ly
remov'd, nr to be all reiiindelled after ihe

KuKlisii fashion, withmit the iiistltnllnii nf

any Imperial tarilT leviiiitl i fniel-n jm
portiillmis; would it lie pnsslbie to look
iil)on the result of such an arranjjenuMit ,is

a "union," In any coinuierciai sense'.' cei-

:alnly not: at any rate, it could not be n-
Kardid as an Improvement nn the unlnn we
at present enjoy. It seems lh;il no mai-
ler how the prcM'nt I'.ritlsh tarllTs may be
nuKlifled or improved, such ehaiiRes would
not bring r.rltish possessions Into clo.scr

union If the (picstlon of a common cus-

toms tariff, to be iinpf>sed l»y all of them

as aifaliist foreign countries, were kept out
of coiislderailon.

Since, tlieiefnre, a Ilrltlsli c.immercl.il

itiilon Involves the Impnsliinn nf dutios on
'mpoiis, K Is neccKsary to return to the
coiishleratlon of tlie (jiiestion us to how Ihe
simplest form of It, Indicated above, would
answer fmr the whole Mritish i:mplre.

What would be the conH<M|iielice If abso-
lute Internal free trade were adopted In

coiijnni tloii with an Imperial tiirltl".' What
wniiiil be th iiise(|uene(. If the amount
nf revenue at present dei-ived from cum-

tolIlM duties IhroUKllnMI tile IClllpIre were
oblaiiied, nut by liixlii« Hrlllsh products,
lull by diilles nil fnieli.'n imiiorlallniis-.' It

Is In snlvlii;; such pinblenis as these tli.it

leciiiirse must be had In .Sir K. W. Itaw-

•oil's "Synopsis." in wlilch the liicessaiy

IlKIUes were tliveli for I lie year IMS."), since
which lime no otln r cniiipiitalloii has been
made. .V.cnrdinK lo the statistics of this

"nrk. it appears that the sum of t'.",7. 1N!i.-

•-•rt was raised in I lie year is.s,-, jn (i,(>

various parts of the Kmpire, \,y duties mi
iiiiporls and e.\p(.i-ts. In the same year the
\;ilue of the Imports from forcltfii countries
into tlie Kmpire was as follows:

Into Great lirltaln and Ireland. i''.'N(!..'"i(M;,iMiii

Into India, ("eylmi, .straits

Seliiements. Laluian ;ind

Maurltiiis 24„'n7,n(lft

Into C'inada and Newfoundlniid 1'_>.7.'!i!.omii

Into .\iistraiasia (!,7,">1,ii(M)

Into West Indies, Honduras
and I'.ritlsh Ciilana :{,i.'i)Ci.iMiO

Into .\frlca 1,<N!1,ikiii

Intn (illirall.ir, Malta, I'.er,-

iiiiida and the I'alkland Is-

lands I,"4,n(i0

Total i','m,Hll.(Min

.\ simple ealeiiiatinn slmws tlial it wou'd
lie nccess;i,ry In linpnse a duty of 11.1 per

cent, oil lli!s ainniint tn nlitain llie revenue
above mentioned. .\'i ,i;{rce iliai revcnoe
must be r.iised in I ae '.ari'nis possrssions;

cplnlons may vary as to the manner of ob-

tainliiK It. If It were propose<l to raise

tliai part nf it now derived from customs
duties by a duty of 11.1 per cent, ad valo-

n 111 on foreign Impnrts, It would become
necessary lo ask. imw nnich would, in this

case, lie collected in the various divisions

of the Kmpire. The fnllowlng statement
jrives the answers and compares the

amounts, with the sums actually raised at

present from customs duties:


