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Mr. IlLAKK. It woulil he extronitly iinmitiM-

fiictory if the teiii|)oriiry Hervico were to 1m( Iohh

eiKciunt than it wax a while ago iniiler the arrange-

nu'iit l>y which, I think, the i'aiifoiirir anil an
other Hliip ulternateil with the faster Hhi|i.s of the

Allan l.ine, no that we really got the lienetit of the

liest shi|m that w-.-re on this particnhir voyage.

Kveryliody kiiov/s that tlu! Allan shipH are getting

more anil more out of ilate, ami slower, ami we
would lie worse oil' than ever unless such an arran-

gement as that was made. My own impression is

that there may lie a great danger of our sacriticing

the suhstance for tlu! shadow in attempiing to

carry out the ]irop(isal:< of the lion, gentleman. I

do not see any great advantage in olitaining ships

ua]>ahle of traversing the ocean at the rate of 'io

knot><, which is quite a diH'ereiit thing from doing

a measured mile in the harlior, and unless we are

able to utilise these '20-knot ocean liners at some-

thing approximating that sjieed for the whole voy-

age, there is great disadvantage in a 'JO- knot ship.

Such a ship reijuires an enormous expenditure of

engine power and fuel, she is very expensive to

engine, she is \ery expensive to ran, relatively,

ami she has hut very little relative ca]iacity for

freight carrying, because her model and her

reiiuirements for storage of coal are such as dis-

ables her from extensive freight carrying. She

is, therefore, an expensive ship to build, exjien-

Bive to engine, expensive to run, and not protitable

to carry frei"ht. She derives her profits in

carrying passengers of the highest class, I'.t the

best rate, and from carrying a certain high class of

expensive freight up to a limited tonnage. Now, if

you cannot tuke the s|>eed out of her, it is unpro-

fitable to engage in the service a ship of that

ilescription. There ai'c two reasons why I fear

we cannot expect to take the speed out of the
ship. One is the climatic dilticulty. I .sjioko a

year or two ago with one of the principal owners
of the Dominion Line, and he told me that the

fast ship Vniirniiri'r, of which the Finance iMinister

has just sjMiken, had lieen two consecutive whole
years running, during which she never had oiu!

phance, on either th« Uiwarcl or outward voyage, of

making her sii(><m1. Kog or something else had inter-

vened, and tliat ship had never iHien able to make
her mark on her voyage. I su|il)oMe it is un|Hitriotic

in me tii say so, but it is iievertheleHH true, that our
climate presents a ditllculty in this respect. The
other ililticuity is that to which the lion, memlier
for .South Oxford (Sir Kichard Cartwright) has
alluded. I must confess that although not very ner-

vous, 1 would not feel itarticularly happy in trusting

my bones in a twenty-knot sliiii running up the gulf.

.She is too near the land lor that speed. You can
do it, of course, in a brigliLday, but in a great deal
of weather it would be utterly unsafe to do it.

Kor these reasons 1 am afraid that it is practically

out of the i|uestion to expect it. Then you have
to enter upon the business of endeavoring to
securt! not to keep what we liiivt,' got, but to

secure a high class pa.sseiiger trade, and you would
have to do that with the alternative ditlieulty, dur-
ing a large portion of the year, of hiiiding the paao-

eiif^ers at Halifax for a long rail journey, through
a country exposed to somewhat inclement weather,
whiirh circumstance will not attract a high clasu

passenger traflic. These are the ditliculties which
I a twenty-knot service will have to meet. Now,what
i

would be really useful for Canada is a service of

1 somewhi^re of about seventeen knots. You will get
' it at much less rate for ships built largely for freight
carrying, ships that would be run more economically

I
and which would retain, at any rate, our freight

j

business which we are in danger of losing as years go
on. We have given half a million on the statement
that we were going to get a twenty-knot service. I

hojie the result will not be that we shall be asked
at some future Session to sanction, or be told that
we have sanctioned in advance, a grant of half a
million for something entirely different from a
twenty-knot service. My o|)iiiion is that a seven-
teen-knot service is something that we could get
for much le.ss money, and it will be relatively more
advantageous to us. There is no object in telling

us that our ships are capable of travelling twenty
knots, unless we are going to get something like

that speed out of them. I would like to see this con-

tract prescribe, not merely that the vessel should

ir


