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There aro alHo, liowovor, alitwiy known in Oarilioo District witll defined •"•""»"«"* '•'"•

and wide voiiiH, wliich a)i))far to occupy trnc liHsurcH ; and, doiilitlima, there

will 1)0 found in al)un(luncc nit'taliforous veins of every other varii^ty known
tu niineru, in no ricli and extitiiHivo a district. Cariboo, in fact, lias reached

that Htago (well renieiniiered in California and Colorado i a* which people

without experience or ineanu are found propounding to themselves the (|ueH-

tion, " Will (|Uarl/. iniiung pay ?" Its richer deposits and jxtrinanent veins Uiwrlmlimtion.

are heing segregated from the worthless l»y intelligent miners and pros-

pt'ctors. Oltstacles heretofore sutlicient to keej) out the ni-cessary ca|)ital

and practical skill with which to handle ({uartx. will not much longer be

Butlered by investors to retard the dtivelopment of this promising district.

The way out of the ditliculty with (juartz in (cariboo is l)y close attention Eeonomici.

to the details and econonucs of handling any given ore 1'ho conditions

uiu:::t be met, usually with capital. The amount of capital necessary will bo

somewhat govtTned by the knowledge of dc^tails and skill possessed. Taking,

for examj)le, the sul|)huret ores of the lUirns Mountain, the Enterprise, and
the Cariboo Companies, when- separation, roasting and chlorination may be

necessary, the costs of labour and material might readily lie deduced from a

working test madt^ at (Jrass Valle>, San Francisco, or Cliicago. Applied to

the conditions obtaining in Cariboo, the investor, once sure of his rock and
of his process, can calculate in advani;e the (juality and extent of his bonanza.

Free milling ores are now worked profitably in California and Wyoming, at

an assay value of ^'.iJiO per ton. The assay value \)vt ton of a "bonanza"
ledge n'.ust rise with the costs of material, laljour, and process, to the proper

relative ligure. Even a $00 ore (as at Austin, Nevada, not many years ago)

may have to b<! thrown upon the dump as worthless.

Several (juartz mining and milling enterprises of Cariboo are worthy of

note. Struggling under adverse circumstances for several years, toward the

solution of tilt! problem under cotisideration, were the Nason, tlie Beedy, the

British Columbia and tln^ Enterprise mills the last two being valuable

properties ])laced on the ground by capitalized milling and mining companies.

Facilities for tlu^ reduction of free milling ores, more or less complete and
available, belonging to these concerns, remain on the ground, at Barkervillo,

the Meadows, and at Van Winkle.

Showing vitality and a degree of persistent confidence significant by reason

of the character of the stockholders, are the Burns Mountain and the Hixon
Creek Mining Companies. These companies are composed mainly of resident

, and non-resident old C">'iboo miners, who are now Ly avocation independent

of mining, yet who have shown much enterprise in the development of their

respective properties.

It is still, however, largely a matter of transportation and supplies.

Freights from the coast averaged this season §240 per ton—as much as they

were fifteen years ago. With these conditions somewhat improved, and the

necessary facts concerning the country and its resources maue known on
good authority, capital and skill will both speedily find a foothold in the

district. Such, at least, is my firm conviction, based on the observations so

ar made.

There are engaged in actual mining in Cariboo District at the present time Population ami wealth

about 1,200 men, o£ whom four-tifths h-.t Chinese. The total product of
»'"^"'-«'-

placer gold for the year 1885 amounted (according to Mr. Bowron's reported

figures) to 1^350,000. In former years (1875-7C-77) tliose engaged in mining
comprised sixty-five per cent, cf the entire population i.i vlie diggings. The
total population of the district closely connected with or dependent upon the

mining industry may now be reckoned at more than double the mining popu-

lation; or including Indians inhabiting the district in its wider sense, of \vhich

Quesnelle is the centre, at more than treble. Including the fur, stock and
agricultural interests, it is presumed that the total wea'ch produced, from the

plateau north of the railway, might be reckoned at about double the product

of the mines.


