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The Hon. the SPEAKER: If my hionour-
able friend speaks 10w, hie wvil1 close the
debate.

Hon. Mr. CRERAR: No. Mr'. Speaker; hie
is speaking to my amnendaient.

Hon. Mr. TAY,LOR: Honourable senators,
a., chairman of the Senate section of the joint
comrmittee during this past -session, I would
firzt like to pay my tribute to ail who have
spoken today in favour of the committee's
report. I find that meinhers who attended the
clommittee's sittings most regularly, and are
farniliar with the evidence that was sub-
mnitted, are wholehieartedly in agreement with
,lie report. I wishi to express my thanks to al
iliose members who were so faithful, and who
..încereiy did their best to find out from
Indians and other witncsses what, revîsions
s-houId be made to the act in ordcr to
inuprove the condition of the Indians and,
incid:entally, to help) the Indians help
t hemselves.

I also wish to pay tributc to the former
chairman of the Senate section of thc coin-
riiittee (Hon. Mr. Jolinston), who bas just
,.poken. It bas beeni, I think. sorne thirtv
years since the last general revid4on of the
Indian Act, and I feel, as lie (oes, thiat a

gcneral revision is long overdiie.
As the report will indieate. -in the session

of 1946 the committee heard evidence from
dcpartmaental officials . After that session
ended, members of the committee wcre con-
stituted a commission to visit Indian reserves
in the Maritimes and eastern Quebec, and
to take cvidence from the people theinselxes
as to w-bat revisions they felt ,.hould be made
in the set. The commission's report was tabled
in another place the other day, and some time
afterwards the report that we are now con-
z4dering was also tahled there.

I had, not expected it would be necessary
for me to speak on this report. As the mem-
bers of the committee who attend its meetings
,and heard witnesses were unanimously in
favour of the report, I tbought it probab'ly
would be concurred in by the bouse without
much debate. It will be noticed that most of
the committee's recommendations are for
administration changes. It is hoped to bave a
revision of the act next year, basqed on the
evidLnce tbat. we collected; in the meantime
the administrative changes that we have recom-
mended shoulil prove of some benefit to the
Indians.

I did not make a note of the points raised
by various speakers tbis afternoon, but I
recaîl that the hon-ourable gentleman from
Parkdiale (Hon. Mr. Murdýock) quoted a news-

paper report as to the prevalence of tubercu-
losis among Indians. I would point out that
clause 25 of the report recommends:

That the projeet of building a central govern-
mental liospital in northern Indian agencies,
with nursing stations in f ar outl3 ing districts
be proceeded with at once.

The honourable gentleman from Queens
referred to a question that is covered by tbe
recommendration in -clause 9:

That the administration of ail aspects of
Indian Affairs should be under one ministerial
head.

The subjecl mentioned by the honourable
senator for Parkctale (Hon. Mr. Murdock)
cornes under a different minister. The Indian
Affaires branich receives assistance in respect
of health anid welfare, from the national
Departmnent of Health and Welfare. It is
important that the administration of the
Indian Act be under one ministerial bead.

Concerning old age pensions to Indians, the
committee î'ecom.mended in its third report
that the goverrent seriously consider such a
measuire. I believe it, was considered, but
under the Old Age Pensions Act provision is
made for a contribution by the provinces
towards the benefit received by pensioners.
The provinces claimed that the dominion
should hear the fuîll cost of old age pensions
for Indians and, that the provinces bad no0
responsibility for it.

Sections il to 23 inclusive in the report are
for the most part recommendations, from the
Civil Service Commission, and have to do witb
improvements in the method. of making
appointments and the speeding up of matters
of administration.

With respect to concurieneýe, I irav say
that the report was presented to and con-
curred in by the other bouse.

The members *of the committee spent a
great, deal -of time in attendance at the 67
6ittings of tbe committee during this session
and after considering the evidence plaeed
before tbema they have suhmitted these recomn-
mendations. Every member of tbe committee
worked faithfully and was in entire accord
witb the report. Tbe government will decide
wbether or not to accept the recommendations;
but as cbairman of the committee I feel that
the report should be concurred in.

Hon. Mr. SINCLAIR: May I ask the
bonýourable gentleman wby the important
matter referred to in section 8 of the recom-
mendations was; left in abeyance?

Hon. Mr. TAYLOR: Tbis represenits
probably one of the most contentious ques-
tions placed before the committee.


