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At the back of the Order Paper on page XXXV we see this
notice, "Notices of Supply Proceedings Pursuant to Standing
Order 58(4)(a). Note: Friday, February 19, 1982-Third
allotted day for the supply period ending March 26, 1982."
Again, a change from February 12 to February 19.

At this point may 1 depart in support of my submîssion to
you, Madam Speaker, that that change is not in accordance
with proper practice and indeed with past practice. The exam-
pie of this Order Paper wbich 1 will deal witb bas been
repeated ail the way back in the treatment of allotted days
since they first came into practice in the House, wbich 1
believe was in 1969 or 1970. For example, in the Order Paper
for Monday, January 25, 1982, there appears on page 2 at the
top of the order for Tuesday, January 26, the following day,
Questions on Order Paper, Government Orders and then the
next order, (Allotted Day-Supply). At the back of the Order
Paper for January 25, 1982, there appears the standard form
of notice, "Notices of Supply Proceedings Pursuant to Stand-
ing Order 58(4)(a). Note: Tuesday, January 26, 1982-First
allotted day for the supply period ending March 26, 1982."

Now, the next day's Order Paper for Tuesday, January 26,
1982, sets out at page 2 the next week's business. But the
important part to be observed in the Order Paper for January
26 is that at the back of it wbere notices normally appear we
see at page xxv:
NOTICES 0F SIIPPLY PROCEEDINGS
PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER
58(4)(a)

Business of Suppiy-First no-conficdence motion for the supply period ending
Match 26, 1982.

January 25, 1982-That in the opinion of this House the opposition of
Canadians from Al walks of life, as expressed to the Members of Parliament of
ail threc parties, proves conclusiveiy that the budget of November 12, as
amended by the statement in this House by the Minister of Finance on
December 18, should bc withdrawn and immediately replaced by a new budg-
et. The Leader of the Opposition.

Note: Not later than 9.45 o'clock p.m, every question neeessary te dispose of
proeeedings shall be put forîhwith in accordance with Standing Order
58(9).

January 25 is the date that has been placed on it by the
Table. My point bere is that the Order Paper contained a
verbatim text of the motion tbat was filed. Here is wbere there
bas been a departure. 1 looked at today's Order Paper when 1
received it in my office and found that the text of the motion
which 1 filed yesterday did flot appear.

Now, 1 did not withdraw it. 1 did not give any indication
that 1 was going to witbdraw the motion that was standing in
the name of the Rigbt Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 1 fully
expected to see that motion on the Order Paper, but it is
absent. 1 submit that tbe proper practice would bave been to
print, verbatim, the text of that motion. To be fair to tbe Table
officers, it may well have been assumed tbat, as a resuit of
yesterday's proceedings, I wanted to Ibave the door open for
cbanging or substituting a different motion. However, witb
great respect to the professionalism of the Table officers, tbey
were not entitled to make that assumption. 1 submit that our
Standing Orders and practices require that tbe text of that
motion sbould bave been printed today and that it was indeed
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an innocent oversight in not having it so printed. lndeed, it
migbt be my selection on the advice of my colleagues that 1
want the motion to remain there, now that it is public, for
consideration on the allotted day that tbe government bas
altered to next Friday. There is notbing to, prevent me, or any
other opposition member, as soon as the notice appears in the
back of tbe Order Paper, from filing with the Table a notice of
motion immediately following tbe first appearance of tbat
notice on the Order Paper.

For instance, in tbe case of this allotted day, it started
appearing on the Order Paper a week ago today. On that
Friday, any opposition member could bave filed a notice of
motion witb tbe Table, and it seems to me our past practices
would bave compelled tbe printing of that motion on the
following Monday, and on Tuesday, Wednesday, Tbursday
and Frîday. Naturally, it is not printed the day before. Normal
circumstances are that notice of tbe text of tbe motion on an
allotted day is filed some time tbe day before, sometimes at
noon or two o'clock or tbree o'clock, but as soon as it is filed, it
is sent down and it appears on tbe next day's Order Paper.

1 believe that the verbatim text of that motion was omitted,
and it should be the ruling of the Chair, together witb an order
of the Chair, that it be printed until 1 choose to withdraw it, if
1 so choose between now and next Friday.

Tbere is a furtber associated point to this wbole matter. It
relates to the Order Paper. Tbat is, tbe rigbt of tbe goverfi-
ment, merely by verbal announcemnent, to alter an item
appearing on the Order Paper.

a (1230)

In this case tbe government House leader made an
announcement yesterday that today would not be an allotted
day because there was more important legislation to be con-
sidered and that Bill C-78 was so important and urgent it bad
to replace our allotted day. By that announcement, today's
Order Paper reflects two cbanges. It reflects a change on page
2 wbere the item of business is given a différent date, and it is
cbanged at the back of the Order Paper wbere notices normal-
ly appear, again cbanging the date.

1 submit tbat the goverfiment bas no right to take that
unilateral action, and 1 submit again-with my own personal
respect for tbe professional capabilities of the Table-that tbe
Table bas no rigbt unîlaterally to substitute one date for
anotber. 1 say tbat with respect, but indeed that is what bas
bappened.

In order to found my argument that neither the government
House leader nor the Table bas tbat right 1 will have to refer
to the standing orders. The Cbair referred to one of tbe
Standing Orders yesterday, namely Standing Order 18. It
reads:

Ail items standing on the orders of the day, exeept government orders. shall be
taken up according te the precedence assigned te each on the Order Paper.

That is the purpose, of course, of having page 2 of the Order
Paper set the business out day by day and under eacb day
setting it out item by item. Standing Order 18(2) provides:

14955COMMONS DEBATES


