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1 hesitate ta make my next remark in
the absence of the Minister of Agriculture
(Mr. Gardiner), but perbaps bie may be
made aware of the statement. We recali how
the Minister of Agriculture swelled witb pride
at baving so materially assisted in improv-
ing substantially the financial position of the
province fromn wbicb bie cornes. Remember-
ing that, in the final analysis, public revenues
must be extracted from theupublic, how then
can it be maintained that a province wbich
improves its lot by 3-4 millions ceases ta
require assistance, wbile anotber one having
bettered its position twenty-five times more
than the first must continue ta receive assist-
ance? Eitber the Bank of Canada bas mis-
laid logic, or else the financial administration
in the second province was twenty-five times
worse than in the first one. If this be true,
then Victor Hugo's immortal story of reward
and punisbment could nowhere be more justly
applied tban in this case. All hon. mem-
bers recaîl the &tory of the individual who
permitted a cannon to become loose ini the
bold of a sbip and then, at the risk of bis
life, succeeded in spiking it in place again.
The offender was decorated for bis bravery,
and was later shot because of his negligence.

I deeply sympathize with the people of
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. They will be
taxed ta the breaking point to pay the bond-
holders their blood money and will be coin-
pelled ta borrow ta feed themnselves. In the
province of Alberta, too, they have tried in
every possible way, short of selling them-
selves into abject slavery, ta refund their
dehts. But the conditions they were asked
ta fulfil were conditions differing fromn thase
facing the other provinces. It was held at
that time that Alberta must agree ta a boan
council scbeme before they would be granted
any money; but since that time other prov-
inces have been granted funds time and
again withouit being compelled ta agree ta
any such refunding scheme. Sa I say the
province of Alberta bas definitely tried ta
materially imprave its conditions. They found
that interest charges and payments outside
the province were beavy and certainly nat
warranted by the conditions obtaining at that
time.

The people of Alberta have faced the de-
pression with courage, and plenty af it. The
farmers cheerfully carried on although their
revenues decreased. At the saine time wages
of employees decreased. Everybody's revenue
was smaller, and'the people came ta the con-
clusion, as the Prime Minister wba is nat naw
in -bis seat bas often told us, that the wagea
of money must flot be greater than the wages

of men. Could the Prime Minister to-day
stand in bis place and blame those people
for following the counsel wbicb bie bimself
bas gîven, and wbicb ta a great extent bie
bas offered in many parts of western Canada?

Notwithstanding the bank's report, let us
sec if Alberta deserves consideration. I be-
lieve tbat on thîs point my hon, leader (Mr.
Blackmore) has sbown that so far as orthodox
finance is concerned, Alberta bas tried ta do
its share. I do admit that I bave not the
patience of my leader, and on questions sucb
as these I besitate ta say that Alberta should
not bave gone ahead a bit faster simply be-
cause she required assistance. Wben the bond-
holders of the province saw their pligbt, they
sbould have given consideration ta the matter.
Tbey bad twenty years in wbich ta act, but
tbey did not cboose ta do sa. Tbey kept
insisting on tbe ]ast farthing of their interest.
Sa I say: Is it any wonder the people of
Alberta finally came ta the conclusion tbat
the wages of money should not be greater
than the wages of men? I do not intend ta
go furtber on that point.

I wisb sixnply ta say that I amn not a pro-
vincial member and I amn not concerned witb
tbe manner in whicb they are doing things
in the province of Alberta. But I axin a
citizen of Alberta, and as sucb it is my duty
ta stand in my place and ta protest against
the discrimination by this government against
Alberta. I know the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Dunning) will rise in bis place and say: "Wby,
this was done at the request of the premier;
this was done by an impartial commission;
this was done by someone witb whom we
bave no connection"ý-but that is not truc.

Tbe Bank of Canada is the creature of
this government, and I say the government
cannot forever escape responsibility for the
actions of its creature. The gavernment can-
not forever bide behind commissions; it can-
not forever evade responsibility by hidingý
bebind such bulwarks. Commissions are fail-
ing upon Canada lilce April sbowers. We
have a commission for this, that, and every
other tbing, and we seek ta place tbese com-
missions in front of aur government ta the
point where we bave succeeded in creating
government within a gaverfiment. Perbaps
by that means We are trying ta escape aur
responsibility. I repeat, this gavernment can-
not forever get away framn its respansibility by
hiding bebind a, bulwark of commissions. The
Bank of Canada is a creature of the govern-
ment, and so I say that tbe government
cannot bide bebind the bank's repart wbicb
discriminites against the province af Alberta


