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justification for tbe language wbicb appears
bere and there tbrougb tbis act, making it
retroactive, clearing up doubts about past
actions of this parliameut, hie must accept
the position that any legislatien hie introduces
must be in confermity witb tbis act.

Mr. DUNNING: 0f course.

Mr. STEVENS: I arn queting tbe resolu-
tien, wbicb will be the act.

Mr. DUNNING: This is a constitutionally
limiting act; that is ail.

Mr. STEVENS: Certainly this is a cou-
stitutienally limitiug act, and my bon. friend
will bave te fouud bis legislation upen it.
But let me proceed. Tbe resolution gees on
te say this:

The gevernment of Canada may, ... eut of
any revenue received or cellected by the gev-
erument of Canada or any departrnent or
efficer thercof fer or on behaif of the province,
make paymient direct te a creditor of the prov-
ince of any amount ewing te snch creditor....

The minister may say that bie will neyer
do that. I arn net saying tbat hie will, but
I arn peiuting eut in tbe flrst place tbat the
gevernmeut bhave remeved from tbe previnces
any rigbts tbey may have under existing
legîsiation, and in the second place tbey are
giving a rigbt or a power te a federal finance
minister or government te effeet payment
direct te a creditor of a province of any
ameunt ewing te sucb crediter under the
guarantees, witbout censulting the province
at alI. The minister will say tbat bie weuld
neyer de that, and I do net tbink bie weuld.

Mr. DUNNING: This dees net contera-
plate it.

Mr. STEVENS: But it is there. I arn net
a lawyer, ner arn I reflecting in tbe sligbtest
degree upon lawyers, but I say that if that
rneaning is net in tbe clause I do net know
the Englisb language. Some of us bave been in
parliarnent long enougb te know from experi-
ence that, after sorneone bas assured us that
thus and se is net meant, we take up our
newspaper six months, two years or even
ten years ýafterwards, and we flnd that tbe
courts bave interpýreted tbe language entirely
differeutly frern wbat we were led te believe
was meant. Yeu eannot read that language
and say that a minister of finance in a federal
gevernmeunt bas net power te effeet payrnent
in wbole or in part of any sucb amount by
payrnent direct te a crediter. The federal
minister, if hie is se rninded, can pay direct
te the creditor witbout consulting the province.

Mr. DUNNING: That is the arrangement.
The provinces do net bave te corne inte it.

Mr. STEVENS: If men, witb both bands
tied, and faced witb disaster in the provinces,
are told that they ean accept or reject a ten
or twenty million dollar boan or gua.rantee,
will tbey nlot take it? Tell me of any bank-
rupt business man or other private individual,
any province or municipal government that
would not do se. The lion. mernber who is
mayor of Vancouver (Mr. McGeer) and wbo
bas spoken bere frequently can tell of the
dilemma witb whicb some of these cities are
faced. XVben they corne to tbe federal min-
ister and say, "Here is our position; we need
five or ten million dollars," and the minister
says, "All right, we will give you five or ten
million dollars, but tbese are the only con-
ditions upon wbicb tbe loan can be made,"
I do not care twopence wbat tbe ministcr's
wilI may be; those will be tbe conditions.

Mr. DUNNING: Is it unfair?

Mr. STEVENS: No; I will say this to
the mninister-

Mr. DUNNINO: Is it unfair?

Mr. STEVENS: I will lirait my answer
to tbis, that witbout knewing wbat rigbts tbe
provinces are surrendering under section 2,
I cannot say wbetber it is fair or not. Par-
liarnent ougbt not to pass this resolution
until its mnembers are fully aware of wbat
rigbts the provinces rnay be surrendering
under the "notwitbstanding" clause of sec-
tion 2.

Mr. DUINNING: Noue.

Mr. STEVENS: None? I sbould not like
to say tbat. I am under the impression that
tbey bave certain rigbts. I arn not prepared
to cite tbern. I am not a coustitutional au-
tbority, but from arguments I bave beard
on tbe matter I know there are certain rights
accruing te tbe provinces--one was cited bere
tbis session-wbich enabled tbern at least te
resist any, shaîl I say rutbless, action on the
part of the dominion gevernrnent. Do net
conclude that I arn suggesting tbat sucb action
will be taken by the present governrnent,
because this part of the legislatiou will prob-
ably net be effective for ten or possibly
flfteen years, and it is net likely that my
bion. frieuds who are now on tbe treasury
bencbes will be there at that time. I do
net care wbat gevernrent-

Mr. DIJNNING: Let us say, any govern-
ment.

Mr. STE VENS: I submit that until we
know wbat we are surrendering we sbould not
pass this resolution.


