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Mr. BRADBURY: No doulbt the farmers
would take it as an insuit if any such clause
were inserted. The fariners are just as
anxious as any other people to do their
duty, and they have done it. I cannot very
well understand what my hon. friend wants.
To my'mind the intezrpreta'tion of the Bill
is -very clear. The intention of the Govern-
ment in su-hmitting the imeasure to Parlia-
ment was that the selection should be made
absolutely equfitable and fair, and the pro-
visions of this Bill covered. this.

Mr. MARCIL: Does the Solicitor General
intend setting a standard by which those
local tribumals are to proceed on his defini-
tion of the ýso-called national interest, qr is
each tribunal to be allowed to decide in each
individual case and have a standard of its,
own as to what is the national interest?

Mr. MEIGHEN: In subsection 3 of sec-
tion 5 there are iegulations looking to the
uniform application of the Act. There is a
reulation which might cover generally the
intentions of the tribunal as to what prin-
cîples should, guide tihem in determining
what is in the national interest. That was
done in Great Britain. I have before me a
document published under the signature of
the Riglit Hon. Walter H-. Long for the
guidance of tribunals, and the general prin-
eiples by which. they may well be governed.
The Engliali Act practically combined our
first two exemptions in one. They followed
that by an outîlie of the principles by -which
the local board of trÏbunals should ibe gov-
erned. I will read a portion of this docu-
ment:-

12. The following observations au regarde
the different classes of cases may be of ser-
vice:

Emnployment cases (section 2 (1) (a))-
thle question to be considered In these cases is
flot whether the man lias a dlaim for excep-
tional treatment -in hie. own interests, but
whetlier it le or ls not in the national interests
that lie sliould be retained In civil employ-
ment. "National interests', las to lie con-
strued broadly. It covers flot only services

*whicli minister directiy to. the prosecution of
the war, but sflso services which are esential
to the country ut the present tinie. Whetlier,
for Instance, In the maintenance of the food
supply, or of the éxport trade, or In the per-
formance of other services which it la de-
sirable, should be carried on In the Intereste
of the community.
,In deciding cases of this class, local tribun-

als sliould take into, account not only (a)
wlietlier tlie service is such as ministers to
the national Interests at tlie present time, but
also (b) wliether it la In the national inter-
ests that tlie partîçular man should continue
In civil employmnent, and wlietlier, even If the
services which he rendiers are essential, tliey
cannot be performed by available men flot of
military age -or otherwlse flot fit for military

-service, or by wonien.

Then they procecd to a similar'treatment
of the cases covered by our second clause
of exemptions. I mighit also read it:-

13. It la provlded that exemption (which
muet In ibis case be conditional or temporary)
may be granted to, a man wlio ls belng edu-
cated or trained- for any work, If it la expedi-
ent In the national interests that lie sliould
continue to, be so educated or trained. XI la
flot; intended that the mere fact that tlie m~an
is being educated or trained shaîl be a suffi-
dient reason for exemption. It muet lie clear-
ly sliown that it Io In tlie national Interestai
that lie should continue lis education or
training eitlier because lie will become so0
valua-ble for work ministerlng, directly or In-
directly, to tle national Tequirements In con-
nection witli tlie war that it would be unwise
to take lilu away from lis education or train-
ing, or because, quite apart from any services
whicli le is likely to render during tlie course
of tlie war, his education or training will bere-
after render him, so essential to the com-
munity tlat it would be unwlse to lnterruPt
his education or training.

Thq presumption will generally be tliat a
nman undergoing education or training wlio la
young and free f rom. the respon sibilities of
older men should do lis duty for thie country
at the present time *by undertaklng nmilitarY
service,-

That is the prima facie presumption.

-and ilierefore It Io for tlie Locaa Tribunal
in eacl instance to make sure that tlie con-
ditions In the particular case are sueli as to
justify special treatment before exemption la
granted.

They go on to, outline what ln theïr judg-
ment sh,9uld cover cases of serious biard-
ship which is our 1third clams of exemption.
Then they proceed. to deal with cases of ill-
heaith or inifirmity. j do not say for a mo-
ment that the regul1ations that inay be pro-
mulgated by the central appeal judge wo-uld
be identical with those in Enjgland, but 1
read these tp indicate the general scope that
may be covered by the regulations. I could
not say;whether there is any reason or not
for deviating very widely from them. At
the moment 1 do not know.

Mr. PARDEE: By reason of the fact that
fthere is unicertainty as týo who will and who
will not be exempted under the provisions
of this selective conscription measure, ancf
more especially as there lias iben a great
deal of talk about its effect upon agricul-
tural production, a doubt bas been brought
to the minds pf a great mnany people in the
agricultural industry as to how f ar seiec-
tive conscription would go with them. I
quite agree with the principle of the Bill,
and 1 believe that nobody should be ex-
empted froni conscription un>der the -mea-
sure. On the otber baud,. my opinion is
that as far as possible thie 'work of the
agricultui-al cominunity and the prod*uctive-
uess o! this country ought flot tp, be, aven


