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not only in its charzcter from a colonial!

standpoint, but likewise by its being graced !
with the presence of an Imperial Councillor:
in the person of the Earl of Jersey thereby
evidencing that interest which the mother
land takes, and which we trust she will
always take in the prosperity of her colo-
nies. On that occasion resolutions were
passed asking that the Imperial Govern-
ment might be pleased in tkeir wisdom to
enact legislation which should give to those
Australian colonies the rights and privi--
leges which are enjoyed by the people of
Canada in reference to commercial treaties. !
and I was pleased to hear it announced in:
the Speech from the Throne that such legis- |
lation had been enacted, and we trust and:
hope that by reason of it, there may be in-:
augurated between the Dominion and the!
provinces of Australasia, a stream of com-'
merce and trade which will be an enduring
benefit to both, and which will tend:
to bird in closer unity and to knit together ;
these colonies of that great Empire of which |
we are pleased to be an integral part. |
In the Address there is a most pleasing re-!
ference made to His Excellency the Gover-!
nor General. Coming here as the successor |
to distinguished noblemen, His Exceliency
feund for himself no easy task : but. Sir,
1 DLelieve that the conduct of His Excel-
lency, since he has been in Canada, mani-
festing in all matters pertaining to the wel-
fare of the commonwealth a deep and abid-
ing interest, has caused the people to have
for him a warm place in their hearts,
cnd also for his most excellent consort,
who has most ably seconded ail his efforts.
And when the time comes for His Excel-
lency to pass from his present position t5:
those high duties which we trust the Im-
perial Government will hereafter assign to
him, I believe he will. like his predeces-
sors, lend his hearty aid te the promo-
tion of the material prosperity of this
colony in the mother land. And now.
Sir. I come to discuss a matter not per-
taining to commerce, but involving ohe
of those unfortunate questions which un-
happily for the public of Canada. it
scems are never to end. We in Canada had
thought when the consolidation of the dif-
ferent provinces was brought about, that
then ence and for ever there wonld be a still-
ing of all discord in respect to questions of
race and religion. We thought those QQif-
ferences would be quelled ; we thought they
would be buried in oblivion never again to
be resurrected. But, unfortunately, differ-
ences of opinion on these questions have
arisen from time to time. and within the
lest few years what is known to-day ss
the Manitoba school question has been be-
fore the people of this Dominion, and is at
the present time more particularly before
the people of the province of Manitcba for
adjudication. In 1870, after negotiations, Ma-
nitobsa was admitted intc the confederation.
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Prior to that time there had been in that
region no settled form of government, no
institutions with provincial autonomy ; and

i consequently there haa been a school system
free to all sects, and not owing thanks to

any government for contributions or &id. The
Roman Catholics, the Episcopalians, and the
Presbyterians each had their own schools:
ard so, when the provirnce of Manitoba was
admitted into the confederscy, and had en-
grafted upon its constitution all the, rights
and privileges which are conferred upon

. the other provinces, power was given to that

province to deal with ihe question of educa-
tion exclusively, subject, however, to those li-
niitations and provisos which were contain-
ed in the Manitoba Act, which Act was after-
wards approved of by the Federal Govern-
ment of Canada. Uunder this system. from
the year 1870 to the year 1890. educational

- matters in Manitoba pursued the even tenor

of their wsy, and from neither one side nor
the other were heard any comnlaints or re-
monstrances. There were the tweo religious
bodies, those professing the Protestant faith
and those professing the Roman Catholic
faith, Iiving side by side in unity, carrying
on the institutions of the eountry. but re-
serving to themselves, as they each had the
right to do, the edu.;ational system they pre-
ferred. But, Sir, it remained for the hon.
member for Wirnipeg (JMr. Martin), and
those with whom he was associated. at one
fell stroke to interfere with all existing re-
gulations, and to sweep away all the vested
rights that up to that time existed ; and
then commenced this nnhappy friction which
has been disturbing that country from that
day to this. When that legislation was put
into effect in Manitoba the Roman Catholic
minority of the province, feeling aggrieved,
feeling that they had rot been dealt fairly
by, feeling, as the facts show, that the Mani-
toba Government had given a pledge that
tlose vested rights should not be interfere.l
with, appeaied to the superior power, the
Federal Government at Ottawa. to exercise
the veto power of disallowance In their be-
half. That appeal having been made to the
Federal Gevernment, what was their an-
swer ? it having been stated that the Act of
the Manitoba legislature was not within the
power of that legisiature—that, according to
the legal expression, the Act was ultra vires.
That question having been raised and
argued, the Federal! Government declined to
intervene, and left the matter to be adjudi-
cated in the courts. Afterward, the case
known as the Barrett case, which was sub-
mitted to the Supreme Court of Canada and
afterwards carried on appeal to the Privy
Council of England was instituted when
it was decided by the highest court that
the Act was fully within the power of
the local legisiature. Debarred from
redress on their legal rights, the minority
then hsd recourse to another form of

appeal which had been suggested, and



