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[COMMONS]

province of British Columbia ; and, in apol-

‘ogy for doing so, I may say, that I visited
that province in a political capacity for the
first time, just prior to the mecting of thix
House. and it was that visit which induced
me (o take some little interest in the affairs
of tiuit provimee. 1 found ibar, while the
people there knew and adwmitted that they
have six very excellent gentlemen repre-
senting them in this House, but lictle was

heard in this House of the grievances and
wants of that province. 1 can say, at any

srte, Theit duning wo o sessions I have
hardly heard a DBritish Columbia question
discussed In it. The question which has
been referred to in this debate was, I be-
Heve, discussed in I8, bur the Government
policy of bringinge down railway subsidies at
the very end of the session has always re-
sulted in o very nadequate Jdiscussion of
thiese matters ; and the session of 1894 hav-
ing lasted very long, I myscif went away
before the guestion of railway  subsidies
came before us. so that I bad not the plea-
sure of hearing this question discussed. The
only other guestiou that I remember hearing
discussed was the question of representa-
tivn in the Cabinet for British Columbia,
and I must say, that 1 listened to a very in-
teresting and effecrive speeent from the Con-
troller of Inland Revenue on that subject.
The hon. geptlenin has the idea that be is
in the Cabinet. but there are some grave
doubis about it. He is not, at any rate, a
first-class member of the Cabinet.

1 do norn

know whether he is a second or a third-.

class niember. but there is a very decided
difference between him and the Minister of
Justice and the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. Just what the difference is, it is
hard to define, but 1 might mention an in-

cidental little difference of whelhh the hon. -

gentleman is probably aware—a ditference of

care about that.

cidentally. that the statutes of this Parlia--

mwent provide that Controllers
Revenue and Customs and Solicitors Gener-
al are not members of the Cabinet.

Mr, SPEAKER. The hon. gentleman is
wandering from the gquestion.

Mr. MARTIN., ‘While my hon. friend
seems to resent the iden that I should inter-
est myself in British Columbia matters. and
attributes my interest to the approaching

of Inland®

question was discussed ":sre this evening.
There is one respect in wnich my methods
are different from those of the hon. gentle-
men.  Their method of representing their
province is something on the principle of
the still hunt. They are supporters of the
Government, and believe that quietly., by
their inluence upon the Government, they
can get for their province more than it
could obinin by injudiciously bringing on a
discussion, I take issue with them, and it is
for that reason I introduced to-night this
railway question of railway  developmen:.
1 believe that no harm can result from thai.
And 1 believe that if in bringing these gues-
tions aip here for discussion tic Government
comes in incidentally For soiwe criticisan, i
that eriticism is well founded, the intluen.o
of hon. members supporting the Governme:n
is by no meaus huri by such dixcussion, 1In
fact, I baelieve that it is improved. udd it
when members tind, as these gentiemen aave
found for the past tive years ov ten years.
The Governme::t s not given fair considera-
tion to the wants of their provinee, io wouhi
have becen much better if, years aco, thise
questions had been brought up in the fous.
and fairly threshed out, allowing members
like myself and others from the wmwore sast-
ern parts of the country opportuniries of
knowing what their province vams apd
judging whether the Government sives it o
not.

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT—VOTE ON
MEDIAL ACT.

THE RI-

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. bBelere
the House adjourns, 1 wish to inguire «f the
Minister of Finance if any Jdefinite idea can
be given as tao when the debite on the Re-

g h ;! ; medial Bill now before the House will close
$2,000 a ycar—but, of course, he does not:

[ might also mention, in-

Mr. FOSTER. In the middle of the week
before last I had some talk with the
leader of the Opposition at which time
we thought it might be possible to get
a vote about the middle of the week
following, that is last week. Tast week.

however, we came to the conclusion in

‘ talking it over that that would be pretry

elections, rather than to any real desire to - ¢ A
t were of the mind that we should sit v ry late

benefit the province, I am glad, at any rate,
of this, that the matters which I

brought up are really of importance to the:
province, and that the members represent-
ing it have not been able to say, that I am"

ir any way opposed to its interest in those
matters. It is very fortunate that this particu-
lar matter should have been discussed here
to-night.

s
i
i
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ditticult to do. Since then the hon. gentle-
man has been kept out of the House by ill-
ness which we all deplore. We on this side
of the House being very anxious to prass the
matter to i conclusion for various reu:ons,

have ' on Thursdiay night and Friday nicht so as

to get a vote on I'riday night late or »atur-
day morning. Talking the matter over with
the whip of the Opposition side. that hon.
gentleman was of the opinion that it would

 be rather difficult to bring about a vote on

account of the number of goentlemen who

I myself have received some in- : wished to speak. For our part on this side.

formation upon it, and I think it will really | we were willing to cut our speeches—I said
be of advantage to the future railway de-|I for one was willing to leave out my speech

velopment of the Kootenay district, that the

Mr. MARTIN.

| —in order to get a vote. However, a proposi-

I



