19A:14

Energy, Environment and Natural Resources

10-6-1993

LAND AVAILABLE FOR PRISTINE AREAS

Given the range and rate of development, the options for protecting a truly
representative sample of each of Canada's 340 natural terrestrial and marine
regions is quickly being lost.. As far as the combined area of the 10 provinces
is concerned, World Wildlife Fund Canada estimates that at a minimum;
nearly 60% of the land base has already been claimed by other resource and
development use (Table 1). Given that the total provincial land base
includes remote expanses of Labrador, northern Quebec and Ontario, the loss
of intact natural areas in southern Canada will be significantly higher with
likely 80% of the land base in the populated portion of the
country already having been developed or committed to resource
industrial use. (Note: these estimates do not take into account the indirect
impacts of developments such as down-stream contamination or long
distance air pollution.)
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