
Competlng Visions

Rsidents' sentiment aga1nst clearcutting cornes from information gained from television

coverage of clearcuttlng in western Canada and the U.S., the local newspaper, their travels into the

country to hunt, gather, flsh, log, trap, picnic, and snowmoblle, the reactions of their tourlst clients,

and publlcity by environmnentalist groups In Newfoundl&fld. A recent syndlcated column in the local

newspaper stated,

Accodingtc the provincial government's reccntly released forestry plan, forests are
nothing more than a tool to enliance the profttabtllty of large corporations ...We let our
iuattiral resources be wrecked so that a few sharcholders can get even richer ...4ust ask
the thiousaixls of f1shing people made ldle by the rape of the cod rcsoprce (1Hanraan
1997:A7).

An eastern Newfoundland enviroxnental group sent a letter statlng.

...It' bcomgpainfuilly ovus Wo mCst Newfoundlanders that the pathetic state of our
foret bas aiready reached a crisis level comparable to that e3 stpg in our fisbeiy"
~(Northern Pen 1994b:4A)

yResldcxits dlaim that clearciittzg bh»s these drawbacks: (1) it diles out and heats up Uic soil,

incrasin fie rik an reucin reenertionof eedlngs;(2)It emintes wllf habitat; (3) it tears

up the soil, laigto erosion of topsoil and s 9tto f fsigwaters; (4) tlooks unattractive to

residents and tourists; (5) It destroys nonerchantable trees useful for fruit, animal browse, and

fixcwood, and (6) it nces windfall daaein surrounding timler stands. The effects of ckearcuttng,

resdetssa, wllbetoslw rgeertinreduce ground cvrgdmns reseisdvriy n

Reiets holding the second view argue that there is no overoutig or atlst n crisls Is

pendtng. and that clearcutting te not harmful. Most lg ers awycrs, small ndpdent contractors,


