
on your trip, be sure to complete the 
"In case of accident or death, notify" 
section (page 4) in your passport. 
This information will help us to quickly 
notify your family or friends if an 
emergency arises.

PROCESSING TIME
Canadian travellers should plan ahead 
and apply for a passport before book­
ing an international flight. To avoid 
delays in obtaining your passport, 
ensure your application is complete. 
Processing times may vary depending 
on the volume of applications received 
and, m certain cases, the complexity 
of routine verifications and security 
checks. Consult Passport Canada’s 
website for the latest processing times.

KEEP IT SAFE!
Make photocopies of your passport's 
identification page and of your iden­
tification cards. Keep copies separate 
from originals when travelling. For 
added security, leave a copy with a 
friend or relative at home. We also 
recommend that you carry your birth 
or citizenship certificate in addition to 
your Canadian passport. These simple 
actions may speed up the replacement 
process if you lose your passport.

EXPIRATION DATE
A Canadian passport is generally 
valid for a five-year period. However, 
a passport issued to a child under 
age three is valid for only three years. 
Before making travel arrangements, 
be sure to verify all passport expiration 
dates. II a passport is due to expire 
within six months of your scheduled 
return to Canada, check with the des­
tination country’s embassy or consulate 
in Canada for rules and restrictions 
regarding passport validity. Some 
countries will not let you enter if your 
passport is due to expire within 
six months.

GOING ABROAD?
Be Prepared. Expect the Unexpected!
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DO YOU NEED AVISA?
You need a visa to enter certain coun­
tries. The most common categories are 
business, work, student, and tourist 
visas. Your travel agent or the country's 
embassy or consulate in Canada can 
advise you of the requirements (see 
our website for a list of foreign govern­
ment offices accredited to Canada). 
Apply for visas well before travelling.
Some countries will allow you to enter 
only if you can prove you will be leaving 
and have enough money to support 
yourself during your stay. Be prepared

to show your return or onward ticket, 
a bank statement, or any visas that 
demonstrate that you plan to visit 
another country.

TRAVEL WITH OR BY CHILDREN
We strongly recommend that youth 
under 18 who travel alone, with only 
one parent, or accompanied by another 
adult carry a consent letter for each 
trip abroad. Such a letter proves that 
the trip is permitted by the custodial 
parent, both parents, or a legal 
guardian, as the case may be.


