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Article 30

Irrespective of the notifications made under article 26, paragraph 5, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred to in
paragraph 1 of the same article of the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 26;

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under
article 27 and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under
article 29.

Article 31

1. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, Rus-
sian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives
of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified
copies of the present Covenant to all States referred to in article 26.

3. International Covenant on Civil and Political rights

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly
resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 23 March 1976, in accardance with article 49

PREAMBLE
The States Parties to the present Covenant,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the
Charter of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the
equal and inalicnable rights of all members of the human family is the foun-
dation of freedom, justice and peacc in the world.

Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the
human person,

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of

Human rights, the ideal of frec human beings enjoying civil and political
freedom and freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions
are created whereby everyone may enjoy his civil and political rights, as well
as his economic, social and cultural rights.
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Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United

Nations to promote universal res; i
pect for, and observance of,
and freedoms, ' - human rights

Realizing t_hat the individual, having duties to other individuals and
to the community to which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for

the promotion and observance of the ri P .
¢ nghts recognized in
Covenant, gh gn the present

Agree upon the following articles:

PART |

Article 1

1. All peoples have the right of self-determinati i
. v . -determination. By virtue of that
nghl' they t:recly determine their political status and freely pursue their eco-
nomic, social and cultural development.

2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural
yvcallh z?nd rcsourccs.wuhout prejudice to any obligations arising out of
international economic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual

benefit, and international law. In no case ma . .
y X : a people be d
means of subsistence. yapeop eprived of its own

3. The States Partics to the i i i
Th present Covenant, including those havin
rgspgnsxbnlny for the administration of Non-Self-Goveming :nd Trust Tcrg
fitorics, shall promote the realization of the right of self-determination and

shall respect that right, in conformity with the provisi
. ’ (0}
United Nations. Y provisions of the Charter of the

ParT Il

Article 2

1. Each St.alc Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and
fo ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction
therights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind
SI.IC!’I as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion'
national or social origin, property, birth or other status. '

2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other
measures, each $lale Party to the present Covenant undertakes 10 take the
necessary steps, In accordance with its constitutional processes and with the
provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt such legislative or other meas-
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