
delivered to specific institu-
tions by the International
Federation of Red Cross/Red
Crescent Societies and their
local affiliates.

The need for food during the
first months of mndependence
bas also been a priority. The
Canadian Wheat Board pro-
vided Uines of credit worth US
$1.5 billion for the purchase of
Canadian grains and wheat.
Canada's Export, Development
Corporation extended a line of
credit to Russia worth $150
million for the purchase of
food supplies such as corn,
vegetable oil and meat.

Humanitarian assistance is just
one part of Canada's commit-
ment to help the people of tie
former Soviet Union. The
main emphasis is on transfer-
ring expertise and know-how,
radier than money or hand-
outs. The centrepiece of this
effort is a tbree-year $25-mil-
lion technical-assistance pack-
age. The program, operated
by the Task Force on Central
and Eastern Europe, is
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with Canadian legal firms, will
open its 1992 prograni to par-
ticipants from Uic former
U.S.S.R. For Uic flrst finie, in
1992, representatives from
Uic region will also attend thc
Canadian Humnan Rights
Foundation's prestigious
International Human Rights
Course, which draws partici-
pants from around Uic world.

Canadian technical assistance
is also visible in Uic Baltic
States. A Canadian consfitu-
flouai expert advised Uic
Estonian government in draft-
ing its new constitution, and
Canada is providing expert
organizational and technical

assistance to Uic tbree national
parliaments. Energy and utili-
ty officials from Lithuania and
Estonia have reccived training
in Canada, and a $2-million
tecbnology transfer and busi-
ness management project is
providing training to dairy
extension specialists and
veterinarians in Latvia.

It is often said that 10 per cent
of Canadians cmn trace their
roots back to Central and
Eastern Europe and thc former
Soviet Union. It is not surpris-
ing, dieu, that Canadians are
keenly interested in thc new
events. The multicultural
nature of Canada - with its
linguistic, cultural and social
links to diese former home-
lands - provides rcady-made
assets as Uic country launches
an ambitious carnpaign to help
thc country states of Uic old
Soviet Union take thcir right-
ful place in Uic conimunity of
nations. *
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