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+ It should be pointed out that owing to the ©Presen
need ttiointerpretation, the hearing of witnesses had to of Botls}as
take place in the presence of representatives of the ;:::::i'
two parties, —e
117. It should also be mentioned that on their
part the Vietnamese People's Volunteers/"Pathet Lao" side Vletna?f”
accused the Franco-Laotian side of "forced recruitment of People

" Volunte®”,
young men to gang of pirates", "Pathet:‘
118." On 15th December, 1954, the International Complais

Commission, at the request of the Vietnamese People's 16
Volunteers/"Pathet Lao" Delegation, who wished to have Invest
their name cleared of the accusation, decided that its tion iﬂn
Teams should continue to check the fighting uynits of the Norther

"Pathet Lao" with regard to the allegations of forced Provinc®®
recruitment, particularly now in the two northern
provinces,

119, In fact, the International Commission had
given direction to its Teams to check and/or interrogate
whenever necessary among the troops of the Fighting Units
of "Pathet Lao" with regard to complaints of alleged forced
recruitment. In the two northern provinees, the Inter-
national Commission's Teams have standing instructions to
investigate into the charge of forced recruitment,
simultaneously carrying out investigation into other

complaints, Further 1nvestigation, elsewhere also, remain
to be conducted.

120, In conclusion, it may be stated that the Conolu5“’
investigation carried out by the International Commission

rendered difficult
of all Vietnamese
ut of Laos or to
Lao" troops into Phong Saly and

San Neua, due to lack of or insufficient notice of with-
drawals and routes of withdrawal, due to inadequate
transport facilities, and, lastly,

due to weather
conditions in Laos, which during the monsoon months were
most unpredictable, Ip Spite of all these dirriculties,
it will be evident that the International'Commission
carried out Spot lnvestigation thro

ugh random selection
among the troops practically throughout the whole country.
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CHAPTER: VIIT
DEMOCRATIC FREEDOMS
S ——————————————

121, A protracted civil war is apt to lea
socars on the body-politiec, Danger to 1ife and
reprisals and diserimination
organisations for their activities during
can be real,

f
ve deep Etteot:,
Pr0pgrty, Civil W

awals and Life anb

transfers of the forces are proceeding, the two Parties propef"
shall not permit any destruction or sabotage of any during "
public property or any attack on the 1ife ang property movemen'
of the local civilian population, Forces
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