
.tnd lo,]iag the plastic opportuniiies which sucih a pcrîod

tic Science and hl Gardening irec bcîg îîrdc¶l
and if thcse are :aughit cffic.ictitly, as the%- onilvcati bc in
the graded khool. they %vil] do miucli better to bring into
loser rclationýz1iip the %vork of -.le ý. hoo anid the home.

So that ivlatevecr affects thec ihzld iiudirt-tlv through hinm
affects thc borme

IV. and lastly. From the standpoint of the rate-payer.
Now, after A said and donc, anion-, the commnon

1--oplc-all. in fact, are common people, but by this terni
I nican others leside tiio-se- people of fortune who do flot

Ufl(Çr~the ic eaning of the wvord poverty. and of
whh1w far thegrar part of our country is made up,

.Wmd upon whom Cis social, finanrcial and industrial %vell-
bring depetnds-arnong these perhaps the first question
asked in regard to any step in advance ks: "Ho%ý mudi
(Ioes it costý" AUd rightlv so, because, if the expense is
agreater than the value reccived then it kS poor business
anîd the investor is in less favorable fin.ancial circum-
stances than when he started. But now as to the que&-
tion in regard to Consolidation: Does it cost more? If
the schools uniting are large it does cost more in actual
mone%.,,but if the scbools in a sparselv settled comxnunity
unite thcre is really- verv littie difference in tie coet, in
fact in many cases there is an actual saving; for the
reason that where six or seven teachers are engaged now
to teach the ungraded schools, under Consolidation aU
the children could be accommodated ln the one schoolbuilding and taught by thiree rfrtahr;bsds
thc saving realized by the reduced upkeep cost and fuel
supply of one large school building instead of severai
small ones is quite a consideration. 0f course the Car-
:.Olidated school building, if it bas to be built at the trne
of unitîng, wiil cost a considerable ainount in construc-
tion and repair, but part of this expense is met by a
government subqidy, and a special grant of one hundre-j
dollars a year for three years is made by Uic goverlment
to ecdisehool district coming into the union in addition
to a per capita grant of two dollars per ehild in attend-
ance; also one haîf the expense of conveying the chil-
dren in vans to and from Uic school is paid by Uic gov-
erniment, s0 that we sce the go0vernment is more than wil-
ling to bear its share of Uic expense, ail of which largely-
offsets Uic burden occasioned by the increased expendi.
ture mncurred. So, even f roîn the standpoint of the rate-
payer the Consolidated schemne looks intcresting in that
it represents solid value for cvery dollar spent.

Now it is comparatively easy to find fault with Uicestabhished order of thmgs but it is quite another matter
to recommend a system which would be more perfect or
prodmice better resuits; it is easy to diagnosethe case, but
it is flot so easy to apply a remedy which wilI prove ef-
fective, spcedy, and sure. 1 do flot Presuzne that Consoli-

dation is ar efr all thec vils ofthc present day
h ut duit it as a gru.ît %t(l in advance and in i*e

riih direction lias hee-i i broved out b> actual expotiment
i n theC onsolidated Scb.ools of Haimpton. KùWgsbm.
1FIorrenÎ«vIllt- and Rivtrside.

Stîrrnirizng brirfly the advantaRc.s which =rTue
f romi Coaisolid.îîed Sý-hool%, we nia>' s.y:

L It otheoecs iffîliculties in rrgard t loegah
à> rO.dan d toil wcathr h providing a comnfoetàaiý

conve-nient and safe mode of cotivrvîng child.re to &Md
f roni school and enables thic pupil to work under fayot.
ahie conditions in heultiv and iPlcai-'-it cflviruýâmct...a

Nvel 1 -vent i latrd, well-lîcated -*-hool roua.
Il. 1h providing on trtacher t0 one, two, or at &bC

mo10st îhrre grades, it furnishes an opportunity for more
>uccc'tiful tadîing. :hroutgh the in¶îiration of larger

t.~sprompts the pupil t10 cel, and through the sep-
a.int of sniall chikiren f rom large ciîildren prowides a
tptctter -z.%ý4tim fl discipline.

111..Ilirough providing a better systuai of carig
for the childrcn, hctter discipline and more cmaiformbîe
surroundings. 1: rcniowes considerable ana iety from the
pare-nts' mmd s.

14. B> diminabiîng the number of teachmz a Cou-
solidated schooi very often represents a saving over thse
district school, and t0 the anvesbor rr'presentsrniuch more
value for money sI=nt

Thie goverfiment f-Avors Uuirsolidatcd Schools, and,
aftcr a unanamous vote 11 the people for thei erectioes
anything such as impassable condition of rciads, bridges,
etc., which stands ini Uic way of their cstablishmezit, will
bc duly considered, and the attention of the govrioet
can be more forc:iblv drawn to consider thesc things; in
fact, the re-organhzation of thic rural community fcMlow
mn the wakce of the organization of the rural school w-hich,
in turn, leads the way for ligher organîiation of the larg-
er cornmnhthie Nation, anîd crL'atcs and fornulates its
ideals.
A~ Paier rcad befure the Norttîuniberand County Inatlîiute,

'Jct. th, 1919.

THE NEEDS OF RURAL SCHOOLS. Il.
'flcSchiool Hbuse

An urgent need in many of our rural comnities
is the improvement of the school housc. Nfany progres-
sive cornmunjtjes belie their reputation when the school
premises arc taken into consideration. Oue sh rewd
fariner has said, "Show me your sehool-houses. They
wîhl tellinle more about Uic pecople of your township than
I can lea.rn in anv oCher way. l'he school houses have
no'prejudices, thev speak the tru:h, Uice wholc tnath,
about the attitude of your municipality toward ail that
makes for genuine progress."1

The degrcc of prevalence of eye, car and throat de-
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