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him in two million fra. this year. There
are 35,000 foreigners who decline to regis-
ter themselves at the Prefecture of Police ;
they can for disobedience be ordered to the
frontier within twenty-four hours. In the
meantime the penalty of 50 frs. will be in-
flicted on them ; that will bring in a wind-
fall of one and three-quarter million frs.
Z.
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DOM PEDRO.

{Harth brought from Brazil at the time of
his banishment was placed in Dom Pedro’s
coftin.]

Rest, Pedro, on the soil thy hand made free
While yet it awayed the sceptre, prouder far
Of that poor handful thus entombed with thee,
Than if thou wert & Civsar whose dvaped car
Might traverse zones his sword had won in war
Through conquered hordes that bent a slavish
knee.
“Thy little empire, which i blooddrops mar,
Hath couched thy kingly corse right royally.
Rest, noble heart, whose ashes  ostracised
Would find too mean and cramped a burial
rlace
Even the wide realm of Amazonia’s flood,
Retained o'er craven subjects terrorized,
Or cursed with labor of a fettered race,
Or bought, a base Aceldama by blood.
WILLIAM McGILLL.
AR
A PLEA FOR SOCIALISM.

Not a favorable time is thisat which to
speak a kindly word for Socialism ; with the
air still echoing with the brutal bomb of
Vaillant, with the world still shuddering
with righteous horror at that dastard
deed ; with the pretty openly expressed
sympathy of certain Socialist sections with
the aims and mecthods of Anarchism ; with
all these, [ am well aware, one wight have
chosen a more propitious moment at which
to propound even the mildest form of Social-
isra. And yet truth is always truth, how-
ever much it may be wounded in the house
of its friends, The evils of the present
condition of scciety are no less grim and
great because fools and fanatics seek for
them frantic and frenzied remedies. From
responsibility to heal the growing hurt of
modern life, no earnest man can hide him-
solf behind the madness of criminals and
cranks. Granted the reality of the evil, the
gravity of the danger, no fault of others
wili relieve the earnest thinker who loves
his country or his race from making some
effort to avert the incidence of the manifold
perils which confront our modern social and
industrial life,

What are these gigantic evils from
which we must seek relief in some shape or
form 1 1In the first place, whether we re-
gard England or America, the distribution
of wealth appears to be monslrously uneven,
‘When we consider the colossal fortunes
which have grown up in the United States
in the last quarter of a century, and when
wo place side by side with them the start-
ling number of the unemployed which every
severe winter, every pinch of hard times
brings palpably to the surface; when we
think of the positive slavery which must
be endured by tens of thousands, ground
-down to the lowest point of bare subsistence
i order that the Goulds and Vanderbilts
may pile heavenward the Babhel-towers of
their enormous wealth ; when we fairly face
these unquestioned facts of our modern life,
woe may well ask: Ts it well with us? is

this the kind of thing God meant for man?
Is this a healthy or even safe condition for
any nation? To judge fror history this is
a terribly uneafe condition for a people. It
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was the uneven distribution of wealth which
was one of the most marked features of
Roman life immediately before the decad-
ence of the Ewmpire. This concentration
of wealth in the hands of a few, becomes
at once a menace to public liberty and a
weakness to national life.

It is a menace to liberty by the facility
it affords for the centralization in the hands
of a tyrannous plutocracy of all the real pow-
er commercial, political, journalistic which
ought to be diffused through the whole
state. [t is & menace to liberty by the
opportunity it furnishes for the crushing
out of individual enterprize and the conse-
quent extinction of what is always the very
backbone of a nation—a vigorous and self-
respecting middle class.

And again, concentration of wealth is a
weakness to national life because it sets up
an utterly misleading conception of what
constitutes real national prosperity. We
point with pride to the palaces of our mer-
chant princes, and talk with satisfaction of
the enormous fortunes which they have
amassed ; as if, forsooth, it was the number
of millionaires the land could breed that
proved its true fertility and strength. But
it is not so, It is not the maximum of
wealth, but the minimum of poverty which
constitutes the real power and prosperity of
a people. It is not the gleam and brilliance
of the apex of the pyramid which makes
ity real strength and its capacity to outlast
the ages, but rather the firmness and solid-
ity of the broad base on which it rests. If
you want to judge of the real prosperity of
a nation, do not visit only the mansions of
the millionaires and lose yourself in wonder
at their lavish magnificence ; visit rather
the homes of the peasant and the artizan;
gee how they are clothed and housed and
fed ; soe whether they are getting enough
to live on, not as slaves or mechanics but as
men ; see whether they are getting time
enough to cultivate family and social life,
and money enough to get some comforts
about them and to educate their children,
and recreation enough to give some zsst
and gladness to life. Consider all these
things and then you will see whether a nation
18 really prosperous or not.

The second evil, consequent on the first,
is the widening gulf which is opening be-
tween great classes of the commuuity. How
can & nation remain permanently great
which witnesses such internecine warfare
as the Homostead strikes in the United
States or the racent coal miners’ strike in
Fngland, where all sense of common inter-
estseems lost, where capital seeks to crush
labor down to barc starvation point, and
organized labor loses no chance, fair or
otherwige, of hitting back at capital, and
where,as betwezn the upperand nether mill-
stones, the community at large has thus to
suffer irradeemable loss. Where this kind of
thing is perpetually in the air it does not
need a Cassandra to prophesy imminent
disnster for the nation which suffers this
cleavage of classes to go onand even to in-
crease. And this sundering of classesis
the logical and inevitable result of the
unchecked operation of the law of supply
and demand, that same law which makes
possible the upbuilding of immense fortunes.
Prof. Walker wetl says in his “Political
Economy,”  the tendency of purely econo-
mic forces is to widen ditferences existing in
the constitution of industrial society, and to
subject every person or class who may,
from any cause, be put to disadvantage to a
constantly increasing burden.” -

The third evil that calls aloud for radi-
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cal redress, is the practical slavery of large
masses of the population bound in the ot-
ters of continuous and grinding toil. Eog:
land and America, speaking politically, aré
both grandly free, but industrially &P
gocially- they are crammed with masseS 0
slavery. No man is really much better tha?
a slave who is bound like Ixion ©
old to the ever-revolving wheel of ceaseles®
and grinding toil, Are the shopmen ap
shopwomen of the great cities free who
have to keep on their feet for thirteen, fit-
teen, or even sixteen hours a day gill the
very heart is worn out of them by the uo-
reasonable demands of heedless or heartlest
customers, Is she free who, to save her
children from starvation, or herself fro®
shame, has to ply the needle of the sea!
stress far on into the night, Is the «* Sous
of the Shirt” the song of the free, or 13 1
not rather the wail of the slave, as hopel®®
and heartbroken asever went up from £ho
cotton fields of (teorgia to the listening oar
of a pitying God. 1s it freedom or slavery
that you see as you watch the lean, W'“:i
faced, weary crowds of the unemploy®
who, from three o'clock on a winter’s mor?
ing, besiege the dock gates of London °‘:
the mere chance of one day's work. Bu.s
you say all this may be sadly true, but ‘“.
the inevitable result of the principle of €%
petition, the universal and therefore 1
given law of supply and demand. NoW z
the very act and fact of these iniquito¥®
results, the law of supply and demand m“;
bs called into serious question The l“.n
that achieves such results [ ho'd ab leﬂf’t !
its extromest incidence to b> not God-gi"
but devil-given—the very apotheosi$ pe
gelishne:s, And it is right here that b
principle of true Socialism intervenes.
pleads for the interweaving with socid aan
economic forces of a far higher laW f‘bt,he
that of competition, a law which says 0
weakest 3nall not go to the wall, and tbied
by the feet of intolerant success be trl}mPn
downward to ever deepening.};degrmiat_lona .
despair.” The brotherhood of man 18 n?acb
myth or & mcre sentiment ;itis & greab of
graven on the very constitution © @
being, a principle buried deep in the -iiusl
nal truth of things. That the indi?} ath
has rights as against society was the “ﬂ
won for the world by the religious 4
intellectual reformation of the fifteent t;l
gixteenth centuries ; but individualis® asf
run to ruinous extremes in our oWo o0?
and it ig time for society to reassert sh 0
of the power which by abuse it lost “ .o
hundred ycars ago. It has long Ce‘“’e‘;B §
be a question whether or not scc'{ety ¢he
right to interfere with the operation o'ntef'
law of supply and demand. It ha? Itoff
fered with it again and again. acti"”
laws, shipping laws, laws for the prot®” g
of the miner—all such legislation ha8 “re
concrete the abstract principle whic welf?
at the base of moderate socialism, 1% 0 fo
that society has the right to incerfefo of
its own preservation or for the p!'ohecm g0
its weaker members and so to regul® gﬂoh
restrain the harmful operation of 4d¢
economic laws as that of supply 2°
mand.

off
But I can well imagine that th?nvwe
name of Sycialism may be enough 12 ol
minds of many to check the oulﬂof’vectioﬂ
their thought and sympathy in the di" la"‘
towards which the fundamental pl'“’clarnaﬂ;
this article would point. With the ® ¢
and moderate Socialist it isindeed # )
“ gave me from my friends,” The e; ol
gant views as to the confiscation of P';wmpd ‘
the truly unnatural and impossible #



