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question are woll known, but the public
are stili in the dark in regard ta thone of

r Mr. Laurier. Perhape, under the circum-

stances, the Liberal leader was under no
obligation to cast a firebrand juta the ranks
by declaring hie position. Tbough hoe has

* intim5ted that bie mind in made up in re-
gard ta the question, and that wheu the
occasion demands ho is quite meady to de-

* claro, bis views and abide by the cansc-
quences, it is noteworthy that in no public
utterance han ho given us the moins of
knowing what that view is. As we have
before pointed out, bis declaration on the

* floor of Parliament was hypothetical, aud
hoe lias flot now given, no far as we are
aware, any dlue ta his opinion on the crucial

r question, whether the schools af Manitoba,
as at present entablished, are or are not
Protestant schools.

r To the indopendent onlooker, while the
tariff issue in incomparabiy the mont im-
pottint in îs bearing upon the mat-il
welfràre aud progren of the Dominion, the

r, mont interesting festure, af the political
situation is that bath the gmt-at parties are
alike in danger afi nhipwrccek on the saine
rock. The leaders af bath are no doubt
wishing with equal fervour that the decinion
af the Supremo Court may remove the
Manitaba question from the nphere af prac-

rtical politios. Should the decinion be that
the Gavernment has the right ta pas rme-
dial logislatian, the Goverument stands
pledged ta a course which muet almost
snrely rend the party in twaiu. But the

t saine decinion would confront the Opposition
witb the borns af a dilemme, either ai
which muet prove fatal ta unity aud co-op-
eratian. The outoome will be awaited with

r anxiety, though the chances are prabably
largely îgainst a verdict which would lead

f ta Ba embarrassng a result.

THE ANTIGONE AT VASSAR COLLEGE.

Vassar Ceulege, Pougbkeepfi'e, N. Y.,
p-ossesses niany advantaiges tal are o! In-
t-r!nslc anti permanent interest; sittiat-
cd lu pretty scernery, on Vhe ba-nks o! the

* Hudson, andi opposite thbe Catskill Moun-
tains; neit-her lu tht- lisait o! a large etty,
nor In the depîli of the country; but tw-o
m1Eý. outside a Ilttie coun-ty torwn ; sur-
rounded wlthi Its own wide acres, whieh
lt-ave rooni for Vhe addition of block alter

r block o! red bri;ck buildings -(tht- oider ones
alreatly venera-ble wi'tl luxuriant ail-pt-r-
vad:aig creepers) as occaaio arises for ut-w
tiormitoriefs or a gyinnasium or a uen
or a plctuare galiery; anti yet which me-
tain, after ail addition@, sucli gener-
ous amplitude o! park anti pasture

SI landi as to meduce the buildings t0

te proportions of a country bouse liai!
bIdden i the estate whfich uurrountisi i;

with tht-se a.nd ail the- ollier ativaintages

sar (GOflege la calcnlated 10 excite the envy
o! true Canatan wlio de-sires for his under-

t gradua-te womenkind noms hetter abode
than a ctty boardlng-hiouse, some grelat-
t-m seclusion titan mixed lectures. Heî-e,4 as eo often lan t lie Uult-ed States, pr!vaIt-

vkg ave bone public be-nef its: the

s-ns of! the fatl*rs have not been visited,
except iii blessinrg, upon the chidren, and
t-ht money wliich the old Englishiman, Mat-
thtw% Vassar, amasseti froin thse tra .f!c la
stmorng driink has gone 10 s0 educate the
wo'xnen at leaet of succeedLng generations,
that the ennui, cd life and the tendency to
strong drink ought ln thei-r case to bie sens-
ibly di-minished.

Hoiwever, kt fis flot tii\e hetrinsie andi
permanent :ntercets o! Vassar College
whlih jiigt now cha attention, but a
transient andi spocial interest.

A month ago lys women students play-
eti Sophocles' Antigone, lu the original,
to the inust o! Men{lelsso'hn.

0f thie last narmeti part of thre perform-
ance l:ttle, neeti li said :the- mgani!Icent
musie of Meadekgoohii's Antigonie is fain
illar to many peoplea ln Torronto, andi was
heard te the lieet advautage ln the- per-
formance of Antigone at Toronto Univer-
slty in 1882, wèlen It was rendered by a
chorus 0f hall a hmdred aind more mascu-
line Volces.

The chorus of Vassar girls was n-either
lifty ln nunîber nor niasculine la voice ; anti
wliile they made the most of their part s
anti iere full of aetýon andi movemeut andi
aulmartioa, andl were moere lntimately as-
sodia-ted with the aQcrs than the Toron-
toechoruis, noue of w'hom, not even the f If-
lt-en In costume, stooti upon tht- saine stage
wlrth tihe artors; yet ievItably their siag-
ing wças orreapowered by the orchestra and
the vocal mue-le lvas drowned by the In-
strumentai. As a, concert, therefore, the
performance w-a.s nscessarlly defectîve.

But, no doubt, It waë not as a concert
that the performance was attended : the
lnterest la Greek acroiss t-le lins is strong
enougli to mire a Greek draina popular
on :ts purely drauiatic merits ; andi Vasisar
was not compelled to do, what Unversity
Coilege here (perliaps fortunaýteiy) iB coin-
pelleti to, do, t-bat is, reuder Mendelssohn
not less adeqnrately than Sophocles.

As hue bteun al-eady sta.ted, even the
Vassar chorus excelied on :ts draimatlc
sixte. Lt was rauged on the main stage,
always pro<minient and aiways more or
less 'in otn. Its songs were sang to
the acconmpawfment of Dodlsartean mnovo-
ments, varted anti graceful, andi su-ficlent-
iy slow for d'gnity and il illustrated lthe
wrords by gestures and mîlmîcry whîch were
bolti w'lthout becomnlng grotesque :if on-
ly tht- staff w!hkh eacli Tht-ban eider bore
liad nof pt-ocIa.Jmed s0 paipabiy the pa-
ternity 0f thia modern vO ' aking-stick, no
sense -o! incongrulty anti burlesque wouhl
have crosseti th- mimd even 0f thes sco fer.

But 1,t was uaturally i the lieroine,
lier s*ster andi the Queen that tht- perform-
ance c! May 26té gaineti by comparison
wf i -ours. Women tiat are wonîen are
more sat'sfactory, e-yen If inferlor aetors,
than th- mon that bt-came women in Tor-
onto, or the- women tb(at bt-came men lu
Poughkeepeie ; unor Indeeti were tht- Vassar
Antigone, Ismene andi Eu-rydice inferlor ac-
tors; they were deckledly good, even If
Antgone inclinedti b be too colti and stnt-
itesque, Ismene to overa.ct emotion andi
Eurydiee to too, rnurh pantomime.

To illustrate the ecrltlcl&ms a littie
mn detal: the rapîti al'ternatIons of feel-

lang in Antigone between bItternes- andi a--
fec t'on lu lier treatment of Ismene-the
rapid passage f rom tht- lll-tsmpered scoma
and sarcaen Ili wlIlch lier misery vents
îl-f le retmorse!ul gentieness, whe.n le-
mfnc answers al thls »comu only with more

urgent entreaty and affeet'o.n-t1ese
things have perplexed the co!nlfentators,
wbiose renderings dilsagree, and appear tO
have perplexed not less the Vassar Antig-
one ; who8e apting sometîrnes let both lier

meaniiag and lier feelings ambiguous ; but
an a-mbignýous translation of the Greek 10
thà worist of a.1l translations; ln sueli mat-
ters pecea fortIter is a souail maxim : In-
terpret (le:nitely, evea wrongly, railler
thamn fot at ail.

So. la tlîe saute way, even in the cou,'
troversy with Creon Antigone piainly cov-
ers th!, wiîole field of expreýsion betwcefl
mneîe abusive challenges, laconiC scora, ear-

aest pleading, an1 even ln orle or, perhnRP5,
twi. Iines, pivplontite sentiment. Under
the last of tlie-e heads the lune,

I cannot loin In hatiug but in love,
w h11ch to a modern audience, and especi-
aily t(. Christian kentiiment, requires ail
possible emphasls, in order to redeem the

other harshýness of the Greek princess' char-
acter, rectlved flot evea the emphasig
-whIcli was its bare due. The Vassar An1-
tigouc hardly unbent even la the utter*
ance of thrat supreînie line.

Quite 'consistent wlth this coldness o!
înaimei andi tone. and mnch more just1-
fiable. wvas the tre atmert of the fanmu, Une

whuexpreszes affectiou, indigna tion anti
pity on Haemon's behaîf. The best MS

g1 ' e this uine to Ismene; miodern sentiment

arti even .Iebb's Pchohersip insîst on giv-
Inig It to Antigone. Thie queîstIon 15, woal4d
Antigone's pride permit lier to exprie,>s af-

fection for lier executioner's >,on, in thNt

exeeutioner's pre-ence ?
The Vai4sar Antigone eoulti not col)

descendl go far, and left the lue, accordiflÇ
iy, to Ismene; nor arn I diossed in 0119

matter tio cr'tieîze; it lias at'wrays appear1ý
ed to me to b)e one of those places. wlere

modern feeling 18 a misleadIflg clue. 011
the other hand, In the stmilar dlf,lCultY.
farther on In the play, where Antigone de-

fends bieisel'! wih sophistry which Is fle t

nonsense to modern ears, anti where ,Jebb
as before leinds hs seholarship to the suP'

port of mîodern feeling and proclaIT118

the passage spurous-~Antigofl5 sayO
she wý%ould no't have de led the 1awR.
for a deati hueband's sake or a dea.d

son's, l)ut oýiIy a deati brother'S ;

be-canoe site c.ould. neyer get a9nother bro-

ther (but husbailds and children are as thiCKr
as blackberries)-iii thîs dilemma the Va$-

sar Antigone decilineti to submait to the-
enunclation of absurdities, iiowever Greekr

and played for the approbat'ofl, o, mi0i

eru sentiment. ">le hati ber reward, nnld

nmade 'lier exit more effective ; but one f elt
a smeall volee wbispering "Lit is magai 1*

cent, but it 's not (4reek. -Aristotle quot<s

the spuro.(Ys passage anti does no-t detece
a Vorger's fiend. Moreover, It Is borrfl1 '
cd f romn Herodotuis, andi Herodotus a1111
Sophocles cau ie, siiown to have been kiii-
dred spirite. Apropos o! the exit of An-
tîgone, the dIf.iculty of reeonciling the un«-
c.onsciona-ble Urne whIch she takes lu goifif
to prieon i,-vth the presenee of Creon ouN
rhetori-e--4wlth the presance of Creon 001
the stage and the iyrînecplces of dramatl0

proprlety and reaiism,was very noticeable,

even more noticeable thain it neet h11vO
bren. CreOn migilt perhanps have beeu
abstracted fer a tUrne fromn the stage ;
least Antig,(me miglit have piaceti the
length of! the stage between hier f irst a111
last farewr3lls, andi so found opportuflitY
for mot'on ; wRiereaw suie remained. or solO
moments aimost mot!oniese, close to t1e.
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