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question are well known, but the public
are still in the dark in regard to those of
Mr. Laurier. Perhaps, under the circum-
stances, the Liberal leader was under no
obligation to cast & firebrand into the ranks
by declaring his position. Though he has
intimated that his mind is made up in re-
gard to the question, and that when the
occasion demands he is quite ready to de-
clare his views and abide by the conse-
quences, it is noteworthy that in no public
utterance has he given us the means of
knowing what that view is. As we have
before pointed out, his declaration on the
floor of Parliament was hypothetical, and
he has not now given, so far as we are
aware, any clue to his opinion on the crucial
question, whether the schools of Manitoba,
as at present established, are or are not
Protestant schools.

To the independent onlooker, while the
tariff issue is incomparably the most im-
portant in its bearing upon the material
welfare and progrese of the Dominion, the
most interesting feature of the political
sitnation is that both the great parties are
alike in danger of shipwreck on the same
rock. The leaders of both are no doubt
wishing with equal fervour that the decision
of the Supreme Court may remove the
Manitoba question from the spheres of prac-
tical politics. Should the decision be that
the Government has the right to pass reme-
dial legislation, the Government stands
pledged to a course which must almost
surely rend the party in twain. But the
same decision would confront the Opposition
with the horns of a dilemme, either of
which must prove fatal to unity and co-op-
eration. The outcome will be awaited with
anxiety, though the chances are probably
largely against a verdict which would lead
to 80 embarrassing a result,

THE ANTIGONE AT VASSAR COLLEGE.

Vagsar College, Poughkeeps’e, N. Y.,
possesses many advantages that are of In-
trinsic and permanent interest; situat-
ed In pretty scenery, om the banks of the
Hudson, and opposite the Catskill Moun-
tains ; neither in the heart of a large city,
nor im the depth of the country ; but two
miles outside a little county towmn; sur-
rounded with its own wide acres, which
leave room for the addition of block after
block of red brick buildings {the older ones
already venerable with luxuriant all-per-
vading creepers) as occasion arises for new
dormitorles or a gymmasium or a museum
or & picture gallery; and yet which re-
tain, after all additions, such gener-
ous ampiitude of park and pasture
land as to reduce the buildings to
the proportions of a country house half
hidden im the estate which surrounds it;
with these and all the other advantages
which nature amd mouney can give it, Vas-
sar College is calculated to excite the envy
of the Canaddan who desires for his under-
graduate womenkind some hgtter abode
than a city boarding-house, some great-
er geclusion than mixed lectures. Here,
as 80 often im the United States, private
vices have b:rome public benefits: the
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sing of the fathers have not been visited,
except in blessing, upon the children, and
the momney which the old Englishman, Mat-
thew Vassar, amassed from the traific in
strong drink has gone to so educate the
women at leasgt of succeeding generations,
that the emmui of life and the tendency to
strong drink ought in their case to be sens-
ibly diminished.

However, it is mot the imtrinsic and
permanent interests of Vassar College
which just now eclaim attention, bhut a
tranglent and special interest.

A month ago its women students play-
ed Sophocles’ Antigone, In the original,
to the music of Mendelssohn.

Of the last named part of the perform-
ance little need be said : the mganificent
music of Mendelssohn’s Antigone is fam-
illar to many people in Toronto, and was
heard to tlie begt advauntage in the per-
formance of Antigone at Toronto Univer-
sity in 1882, when it was rendered by a
chorus of hall a humdred and more mascu-
line voices.

The chorus of Vassar girls was neither
iifty in number nor masculine in voice ; and
while they made the most of their parts
and were full of action and movement and
animation, and were more intimately as-
soclated with the actors than the Toroun-
to chorug, none of whom, not even the fif-
teen in costume, stood upon the same stage
with the actors; yet Inevitably their sing-
ing was ovenpowered by ‘the orchestra and
the voeal music was drowned by the in-
strumental. As a comncert, therefore, the
performance was necessarily defective.

But, no doubt, it was not as a councert
that the performance was attended : the
interest in Greek across the line is strong
enough to make a Greek drama popular
on 'ts purely dramatie merits ; and Vassar
was not compelled to do, what University
College here (perhaps fortunately) is com-
pelled to do, that is, render Mendelasohm
not less adequately than Sophocles.

As has been already stated, even the
Vassar chorus excelled on ts dramatic
side. It was ranged on the main stage,
always prominent and always more or
less ‘'m motion. TIts songs were sung to
the accompaniment of Delsartean move-
ments, varled and graceful, and su'ficient-

.1y slow for dignity amd it illustrated the

words by Zestures and mimicry which were
bold without becoming grotesque: if on-
ly the stafi which each Theban elder bore
had mo! proclaimed so palpably the pa-
ternity of tho modern walking-stick, no
sense «of incongruity and burlesque would
have crossed the mind even of the sco:fer.

But it was naturally in the heroine,
her gister and the Queen that the perform-
ance of May 26th gained by comparison
with «ours. Women that are women are
more sat'sfactory, even ii inferior actors,
than the men that became women in Tor-
onto, or the women that became men in
Poughkeepsie ; nor indeed were the Vassar
Antigone, Ismene and Eurydice inferior ac-
tors; they were decidedly good, even if
Antigone imclined to be too cold and stat-
uesque, Ismeme to overact emotion and
Eurydice to too mruch pamtomime.

To Hlustrate these criticlsins a little
in detall ; the rapid alternations of feel-
ing in Antigone between bitterness and af-
fect'on in her treatment of Ismene-—the
rapid passage from the ill-tempered scorn
and sarcasm in which her misery vents
itself to remorseful gentleness, when Is-
mene answers all this scorn only with more
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urgent entreaty and affection—these
things have perplexed the commentators,
whose renderings disagree, and appear 10
have perplexed mot less the Vassar Antig-
one ; whose acting sometimes le’t both her
meaning and her feelings ambigwous ; pbut ',
an ambiguous translation of the Greek I8
the worst of all translations ; in such wat-
ters pecea fortiter is a sound maxim : I~
terpret deiinitely, even wrongly, rather
thau not at all.

0. in the sawe way, even in the con-
troversy with Creon Antigone plainly cov-
ers the whole field of expression betweeD
meve abusive challenges, laconic seorn, ear-
nest pleading, and even in one or, perhaps,
two lires, passionate sentiment. Under
the last of the:e heads the line,

I camnot join in hating but in love,
whicl: to a modern audience, and especi-
aily tc Christian centiment, requires all
possible emphasis, in order to redeem the
other harshness of the Greek princess’ char-
acter, received not even the e'mphasisk
which was its bare due. The Vassar AD-
tigone hardly unbent even in the utter:
ance of that suprenre line.

Quite ‘consistent with this coldness of -

manney and tone, and much more justi-
flable. was the treatmert of the famous 1in€
whieh expresses aflection, indignation and
pity on Haemon’s behalf. The best MsS.
give this line to Ismene; modern sentiment ‘
and even Jebb’s scholarship insist on giv:
ing it to Antigone.
Antigone’s pride permit her to express af-
fection for her executioner’'s «on, in that
executioner’s presence ?

The Vassar Antigone could not con
descend so far, and left the line, according-
ly, to Ismene; mor am I (disposed in thie

matter to eriticize ; it has always appear: ’

ed to me to be one of those places wheré

modern feeling Is a misleading clue. OB
the other hand, in the similar dif.jculty

tarther on In the play, where Antigone de

fends herself with sophistry which is flab

nonsense to modern ears, and where Jebb

as before lends his scholarship to the sup- -

port of modern feeling and proclalms
the passage spurious—Antigone say#
she would mot have deied the laws
for a dead husband’s
son’s, but only a dead
because she could never get amother bro- -
ther (but hushands amnd children are as thick
as blackberries)—in this dilemma the vasg-

sar Antigone declined to submit to the.
enunciation of absurdities, however GreeKs
and played for the approbation oI mod-

ern sentiment. She had her reward, and
made her exit more efiective; but one felt
a small volee whispering “Tt ts magall-
cent, but it is not Greek. *Aristotle quot(8
the spurious passage and does not detect
a forger’'s and. Moreover, it Is borrow’
ed trom Herodotus, and Herodotus and
Sophocles ean be shown to have been kin- -
dred spirits. Apropos of the exit of Ap-
tigone, the dif.iculty of reconeciling the un’

congclonable time which she takes In going
to prison—with the presence of Creon OB E
rhetorie—with the pregence of Creon OF-
the stage and the principles of dramati®:

propriety and reallsm,was very noticeable
even more noticeable than it need.haveé’
been. Creon might perhaps have beeB~
abstracted for a time from the stage: at-
least Antigone might have placed thé:
length of the stage between her first and
last farewplls, and so found opportunity
for mot'on ; whereas she remained [or som®
moments almost motionless, close to the

The question Is, would ‘
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