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fonds: and of stick fiai appears ta have cdaims
at the present time, for neither the Government
nor anyassociation. in Canada, bave. yet gitven ta
fiai any subs -tantial mark of tbeiin favor, in any
degres proportianate ta its importance, or similar
ta what bas been done ln other countries, where
by fostering.care it bas been establisbed as one of
their staple crops, and of the leading branches of
their commerce and manufactures.

in the Unit.ed States pot only have the gavern-
mente of the States of New York, Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, and Rhode Island, lately used efforts.ta,
encourage it, but 'the Federal Gov.ernment, by
their Bureau of Agricultuire,.bas warmly espaused
the cause. France and other countries have care-
fully fostered the -Iinpa trade *by high. pratective
duties. In Russia, gavernment officers strictly
examine and classify.the seed exported -for ýsowing,
and ta this much of their success in establishing a
high character for good sawing seed may be attri-
buted. In Ircland the -trade and cultivatian of
fiai bas for.upwards of two centuries been encau-
raged by the Goverrament, and bas recei.ved many
favors by grants of :public .mouey, bounties, and
legisiative enactmnents. But we are tao far ad-
vanced in the tige of free trade ta advocate the
imposition af high pratective tariffs, or the bes.
tawal of bounties for the encouragement of any
branch of trade. There.are other ways, however,
by whieh the Gavernment of Canada might aid
and extend the oultivation af fax; witbont invol-
ving any financial ]ose. One of such- waye woauld
be by 'lans ta township municipalities, or incor-
porated coinpanies, ,ta purchase niacbinery, ta
import fareigu eeed, and ta employ practical
instructors. Another way wauld be ta make loans
ta private individuals for the erection of scutch.
mille, after tbe manner provided for in Ireland a
few years ago ta meet the difflciuJties then existing
in:man.y parts of that country, such as naw exist
in most pj%,rt8 of Upper Canada, £éom want *of
those indispensable auxiliaries. Grants should be
made ta the agricultur.al boards and associations
ta enable tbem to assiet in the matter. The appro-
priation of a portion of the echool fonds ta defray
part of the expenses of practical instructions ta
farmers, would seem ta be a fitting application af
sncb funds. A board or association shauld be
formed to which the came of the extension and
mpravement of fiai cultivation should'be specially

assigned. The value of such an association has
been proved ta b. very great, lu the existence of
the IlRoyal Fiai Iïnprovement Association of
Imeland,"1 by whooeexertians it may justly bo said
that the present advanced state of tbe qualities af
Irish fiaxisl indebted. This association met with1

grept discouragement and difficulties in the early
efforts of their instructors ta overcome the preju.-
dices of Irish farmers, who claimed to have inhe..
rited froni Lheir forefathers a skill in fiax cultivation
%yhicb they Lhotight superior to any of "'the new
f4ngled systems, wbich might do very *well in
Belginni, but would not suit in Ireland," as they
said; but, by persi6tent and persevering efforts,
their prejudices were overcame, bints and sugges-
tions of the iustrnetors wrere taken, and a new
s.ool of fiax growers vras created among the
fermera, producing fiax equal ta the best Belgian.

Instructions of' thir, kind muet be carried home
to the fields of farmer,,4 in a practical way; theor-
etical instructionfi and scientiflo lectures may createý
an iàérest In the subject, and prompt many ta tiy
tho experiment ; and -written essays are valuable in
likre manner, though %vith farmers ihey have not the
wei-pht they ought ta have ; and sa many 'written
ins'ructions have Pbeen publi8hed on the subi oct
that flax irrowers are often puzzled ta understand
thein. Wbat they want je te.aching by practical
men, with whom they eau have an interohange of
ideas on the subject, in their fields, at the varions
stages of the crop. This fact ie well knawn, and
bas' been acted on by soma of the leading men in
the business iii this'Province, who have been in-
strumental in bringing fiai culture te its present
extent in Upper Canada.

The proximity of the markets ta the farmers in
Ireland bas been before alladed ta, and from. the
opportunity afforded ta farinere, hacklers, buyers
and spinners ta meet in crowds at such markets,
immense advantagos have been derived. Several
hundreds of loads of fias are in these markets ex.
posed ta view as at an agricultural exhibition;
each farmer sees hie neighbour's fiai, its perfec-
tions and imperfections, leares the value of it,
hears the causes of the superiority or inferiority,
aud interchange their ideas and give the.ir exp..
rience ta each*other, contributing ta tbe infor-
agation and improvement of ail. There are in
Canada many who have made uj5 their minds that
they are perfe.tly skilled in the oultivation of fiax,
'but wha are far behind the skili of the grawere of
the last few years in Europe. Thora are others
who know but littie of. the modern systeme, and
yet will.take upon themselves ta assert that the
1systeins naw and hitherto in operation in Canada
Are the best-in lfact the only ones snited ta the
country;. and it le hard ta say which of -these le
the Mot di8fffficuit clase ta deal with. There are,
however, many who know the present system ta b.
wrang, and are endeavouring ta improve it; and
there are not a few of the believers in the oid sys-
tem whose fàith je shaken ia it, when they hear


