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CHAPTER IX.
A JAPANESE FORCE ANNIHI-

LATED.TH E noontide sun was shining upon
thue ruins of Victoria City xvhen
some 6,0oo japanese forniec-up
on British soil under the com-

mandi of General Harcu; these, after
looting the b)uildings not utterly de-
stroyeci, adivancedi as a flying columun
aiong the railway uine en route for NTa-
nainio ':whiist slîortly after three the
j apanese fleet reinforced by a numnber
of destroyers, transports, and torpedo
vessels, steaieci northward through
Haro Street, being watched f romi the
Amierican waters by a powerful squadron
of the United States navy, uncler com-
mand of Adinirai Sperry ; the Canadian
Heet was ini tactical array off Sidney andi
Saatnich where the troops alreacly trans-
ported fronu Victoria were embllarzed
andI preparations macle for a stubborn
(lefence of the Strait of Georgia f roni
Stuart Island to the Portier Pass. The
"Narrows" between the labyrinth of
channels liad been well and scientifically
protecteci by the naval mechanical en-
gineers with mines anti other destruc-
tive contrivances : whilst the sympathy
of the great Anierican nation (whiciî
hiad no other means of shewing it with-
out breach of neutraiity) was evinced by
the United States Admirai renioving the
Beacon Liglit estabiished by bis nation
on Stuart Island ; a kindly courtesy ac-
knowiedgecl by Admiirai Kingston who
inimnediateiy sent one of bis prinîcipal of-
ficers to thank hima in the naine of Great
IBritain andi Canada.

The Japanese flying coluimn biac mean-
wvhi1e foliowed the railway line ifronî
Goicistreani until at 6 o'ciock in the even-
ing it -camne into conflict %vitli Lieut.-Col.

T'101s outposts which were speedily
driven iii, wvbereupon a ver), hot engage-
ment developed shortly after 8 o'clock.
In attenipting a turning movemient the
enemy w'as attackecl by the force of
Lieut-Col. Shieldis when Capts. Whitnîore
and Barford rusheci ta close cluarters in
a most gailant manner, whilst the ma-
chine guns of Lieut. Peary completed
the repulse of the niovemient inflicting
great slatighter.

The destruction of the railw'ay line
l)revente(l the enenly's projecteci rapici
acivance, whilst thie clefensive arrange-
ments were eviclentiy tinexpecteti ancd the
Japanese accoiingly camnpeci uncler
armis. During the nighit a numiber of
reconnaissances were repelleci, and pre-
parations w'ere conîpleted by which a
skeieton force of 500 muen (with an arm-
oured train provideci with three machine
guns), uncler the personal commnanci of
Lieut.-Coi. Todcl shouici cefend the rail-
way line, whilst Lieut.-CoI. Shielcis andi
1.500 meni feul back and tookc up a posi-
tion ini amibuscacle; the famious local
guide "Cougar" Joe who liaci opportune-
]y arriveci andt offered bis services adi-
vising this course, ancd statiiîg tliat lie
knew of a spot near Shawnigan Lake
where suicl strategy wvas certain of suc-
cess.

By 4. o'clock ini the iîorniiîg every ar-
rangement lîad been mnade andtihei attack
wvas anxiotisiy avaitecl b)' the smal force
left belîiiîcl, nor was it long delayed, for
the eiîeiy ever a lover of niglit attack
i4ruslîed" the position shortly before day-
break, conipelliîig the tiefencters ta re-
tire undter the protection of tue arniaur-
ccl train, froni whIicIi so strenuious a fire
was iîiaintained by the miachine guns tlîat
the attackcrs wcre comîpelled ta, remain
at a respectful distance, fliougli ever
pressinig onwar(l as the~ eîitrained force


