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Canadian Railways and Railway Expen
Comparison of Co.du and Revenue Over Fif ty Year Period-Ton-MiIe
Statistkcs Since 1907-Incressed Costs Met by Inoesed Efficiency-
Recent Jump. Too Great, However, and More Revenue Neçessary

By D. IL HANNA

[N trying to establisi *iien the. iigli cost of living began
acros the interestlng tact that away back in 1875 the. rail-
ways of Canada, on the, average, got mote for each ton of
frelght transported than they have recelved lin amy year
since thon, up to and lacludiag theo yoar endod June 3Otii,
1918, wbkch la tihe last year for wiiich the. govornmont
statintieig for all Canadian linas are availablo.

Beyond any doiabt, the, average distance the. frdigbt was
iiaulod in 1875 was less than ln 1918, as in 1875 ther. vas
no transcontinental lime, The, Grand Trunk was in operation
from Samnia lu Rivière du Loup. Tii. Intercuonlal vas
mearing eonpletion betv.om the, latter point and Hlalifax;
a conslderable part oftheb tiirugb .C.R. lino, vhicii vas
openod in 1878, vas already in operatlon. Canada, in a]],
b.d 4,804 miles inla1875. The. coat of running a train one
mille vas about 90 cents, and ais ti subsequontly deelimod,
and vas nut exceoded untl 1901, it vould appoar tiat lie
porlod betveon 1890 and 1899. vhlcii bas boom takua by
the. Department of Labor as a baslmg porlod, vould b. suit-
able also for a startlnsr-point measurlmg the, ris. in the.
railwayu' coul t ofliving.

Operatlug Methoda lisproved
Unfûrtunately, the, recognizod basic statlallcal unils,

the. ton mile (Le.., mioving one ton of frolgiil one mil.) and
the. pasuenger mile (movlngr one passeng.er une mlle) voe
mol lmcorporated into C.'anadtlan rallway etatintles umtil 1907,
vion the. govoraimont adopted nev forms uf report. baa.d
on1 homo la use in the. United Statea, so thnt for the. perlit
frum 1875 to 1908 we cannel measure tbe efficiemcy of rail-
way oeration in Canada witb amy groat accurscy. W.
land, bowver, liat in 1875, on the. avorage, a locomotive
movod only 5,786 tons of frelgbt andi 5,296 pasoengers,
viioreüs In1 1900 the. average. locomotive miovod 19,778 tons
and 9.t49 passeagers. Whon tiinformation in coupled with
the tacts tiat the. average earnlngs per ton carrled sb.od
a decline, viioreas the eurningt per frolght train mile sliowod
a Steady movo upvards, a protty gcood indication ln obta1e
that tiie advanoes lain nitot of aperatlug, whieb more
reiable bases ut compauleon nov ensile us to meamune rela-
tlvoly accuralely, vote ais. b.lng carrIod on iturlng this
perlod, and, of eourse. Ibis vo iinov ho i4 tho cae.

Ey 19)07 the, cosl of runnlng a train one mile b.dl advanced'
ho $1.249, or an incruase ut 57 pet cent. ovor the, average
.051 for the. Joan 1890 to 1899, inclusive,
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