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Parliamentary Session, May Not Be Critical
Union Government Stili Flrm, Though Premier's Return la Awaited With Interest-In-
cs,ed Price of Silver Makes Sinaller ContentNecessary-Revival of Annuity Branch

(Special to The Iloiielar Times.)

Ottawa, March 18, 1920.
ARLY prdcimof the political prophets tint the pre-

sent session of parliament would consist largely ofaseries of crises winding up in general disintegration of Union
goverrnent and an appeal to the country, are already prov-
ing faise. The session i.s flot two weeks old yet, but it la
already apparent that the administration will have no trouble
in holding its majority and carrying on. A large govern-
mient caucus, wilci was attended by the various elemnents
whlch comprise Union, unanlmously decided to continue sup-
port of the. government and f avored in addition in principle,
the. proposai to f orm a permanent party. A proposed plat-
form, whicii hd been drafted by the cabinet, was presented
ta the. caucus, and althougli tiiere was no resolution on the
subjeet, it apparently met with general support. It was
intiniated tint Sir Robert Borden would be bnck in hie seat
before the end of the session and it was agreed to leave over
the. question of any furtiier action on the. formation of a
permanent organisation until bis return.

The. Franchise Act
With the. govsrniment now reaonably certain of its

majority, the. outlook is tint the session, contrary ta early
predictions, will b. neither lengtiiy nor contreversial.

The franchise bill was the mensure over wici it was
promised thnt tiie battis of the. session would be waged.
This expectation was based on the anticipation thnt the. bill
would continue many of the. features of the. War Timies Elec-

'tien Act and would provide for federal lista. The bill bas
beenilntroduced, and sa far as one can judge, no bill could b.
fairer. Saine of the details will b. critlclsed, but the. broad
p4ùnclples of the. mensure cannot b. made a political battie-
field. Tii. bill extends the. franchise to ail mn and woxuen
over twenty-one and British subjects and accepta wherever
iesuible tbe provincial lists.

Tariff Net Crucial Issu.
Qutside ot the. Franchise Act the t*mly otiier figiiting

iground for the. session will b. the. tariff. Tii. gevernment
bas already lntimated that there will be fs* changes tis
sessien and tint any general revision viii be held oer. Botb
thse Liberals and thie fanmera wiil doubthess challenge the.
position of the. goverrament, but the. tariff la unllkely te pro-
vide a parlainentary criais.

Tiser. was a possibility of a fine old battle over the. naval
qusinas a result of the. report o! Lord Jellicoe. 11v-

eetise decision ot the. government caucus te leave the. naval
qusion alone for tuas session, removes tromn the. sceno ,an-
othr oitreversial question.

Atgter, it promises to be a comparatlyely duli and
unineresigsession, witii an occasional flane-up such as
the MrPhY-owefl vendetta ta add apce ta life.
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matter. It is a question wiiicii tun not upon the. value *of
the, coin as such, but ratiier viietiier it wil inake a good
coin. Tiie standard of Great Bnitain and the United States
la 900 points and of the. Scandinavian countries wiel the,
government now proposed to >idopt of 800.. Sir Henry said
tint tiiere vas legisintion before the, Britishi House ta reduce
the. fineness of the. Britishi silver coin to 500.

Use of Nickel Unged
Non. W. S. Fielding, ex-minister of finance, iieartily ap-

proved of the. proposaI. H.e renewed the. old suggestion tint
Canada adopt a nickel coinage. Sir Henry said that b. had
alneady considered the suggestion. H. had brought up vitli
a company, whicii proposed ta refins in Canada, the question
o! a supply of proper nickel blanks o! Canadian nickel for
the. purpose of a new coinage. The question vas not far
enougii advanced to say exactly viien tiiey would b. in a
position to submit a proposai te the. Hous. Sir Henry
aIse announeed tint h.e expected the. dies for the. uew smali
copper coinage very siiortly, viien refinement would stant at
the Mint.

Interest on Annulties Increased
An effort is being mad, by Sir Henry Drayton to give

a tresh start ta the. annuity brancii. A bill lias been intro-
duced witi a view o! sncounaging the. sale ot goverament
aunuities. The bill provides fer the. increase of the. total
amount payable yeanly by way of annuity frorn 81,000 te
$5,000. There bas been a change aise in the. matter of age.
Under the~ present 1mw no one cau obtain paym.uts under
an annuity until b.e has become fltty-five. The. lasurance
companles impose no sucli restrictions and the, law removes
this barrier. Ther. is anotiier change wiiicii prevides for an
increase lu the, rate of lntenest fromn tire. to four per cent.
payable on mon.ys nepald wiien the. annuitant dies betoe
thei- anuuity becomes payable. Apparently the. annulty brandi.
proposes ta start a campaigu tirouglieut the. country. Tii.
omily protester vas Dr. Michael Clark, vii. vigeously ob-
jected to suci pat.rnaliam and the. entrance of the govern-
ment into active comp.titlon vith the insurance companies.
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