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FROM ROME, BY JOHN
FRANCIS MAGUIRE, M.P. FOR DUN-
GARVAN. ‘

An interesting series of letters from the 1"3.ter-
nal City has appeared in the Cork Exzaminer
from the pen of the hon. member for Dungarvan.
We give the following] :—

CRIMINAL STATISTICS—POLITICAL OFFENDERS.
[n forming u fair estimate of the state of crime
in the Papal States, as represented by the num-
bers now actually suffering punishment for their
offences, under process, or awaiting their {rial,
one consideration should be held distinetly in
view—that Rome has no penal settiements, such
as Lngland and France possess, lo which she
could deport the sorst portion, or, .ir!deed_. any
portion of her criminals._ '.l‘hus,‘d it be §ald
that Rome has so many prisoners in (he various
prisons of the I’apa] States, the’ n'u-mber so stated
represents the entire, whereas, i’ the same be
said of France or England it would not repre-
sent anything like the truth, for France has her
Caycnne and England her Bermuda and her Aus-
tralian settlements for the defention of a large
class of offenders. Tle Pope’s possessions are
limited to his own states, and beyond their boun-
dary it is impossible for bimn to establish a prison
or penal colony. The slatistics now before me,
and upon the exactness of which it is impossible
to entertain the smallest doubt, exhibit a steady
decrease *n crime, so far as that can be evi-
denced by the nwnber in prison ; and in all coun-
tries this is the test and criterion by which the
state of a country iu this particular respect is
judeed of.  Tn December, 1854, the number of
prisoners-——those ‘awaiting their trial, under pro-
cess, or actually condemned and suffering punish-
ment—was 12,140. The next year showed &
lesser amount of crime, the number for Decem-
ber, 1855, being 11,656. In this year the dimi-
nution is even still more perceptible. 1 take two
months of the present year, August and Septem-
ber, and not only do I find that there is a less
number in August, 1856, than 1 December,
but T perceive that there is a favorable difference
between the two months of the same year. In
August, the number was 10,885; and in Sep-
tember, 10,777, 1 can only state, what I bhave
reason to know to be the fact, that the returns
for the months of October and November exhi-
hit astill more satisfactory diminution in their
ntmbers.  "Chese are distributed throughout the
Ponlifical States, the proportion in some of the
chiel places having been as follows in Septem-
her last:—Rome, 1,185 ; Bologna, 1,338 ; An-
cona, 787 ; Civita Vecchia, 1,591 ; [errara, 299.
"he returns quoted embrace all kinds of crimes
and ull kinds of accusations, and, amongst the
rest, they comprehend a class of oflenders whoin
some countries, for inslance in France, are under
the coutrol as well as sanctioned by the police
anthorities, and in others defy almost all authority
ar resiraint whatsoever. 1 allude to women of
depraved character, one of whom is nol to be
mel in the siveets of Rome, whiclr may accord-
iugly be traversed with finmunity at any hour of
the evening or night by a imodest female, without
the risk of having her eyes and ears offended, as
they are in too many cities of our highly-civilised
empire.  Offenders of this class are at once
made amenable to the Jaw, and committed either
to the Termini, or to the institution of .the Good
Shepherd, where every means of reformation is
adopted, and in very many instances with great
success—Dboth institutions being specially under
the care and control of religions communities.—
lu_ the returns are also necessarily included all
those who, having been sentenced to imprison-
went for Life, or-for a term of fiftesn or 1wenty
vears, since he accession of Pius the  Nioth,
have not as yet been the objects of bis clemeney.
No that the 10,777 prisoners who in Seplember
‘}l-‘it were Iying in the prisons of the Pontifical
Sates, in September of this year give an ex-
aggerated idea of the actual state ol crime, it in
reality representing the erime, not of one year,
but of scveral years. ' ‘
‘There has been a notion industriously propa-
gated, for obvious reasons, that the prisons of
the Tapat States were filled with political of-
lenders, the victims of arbitrary power and re-
morscless tyranny. “Ihat there ave persous con-
fined for political offences there can be no ques-
tou" whatever; T wnyself saw prisoners of this
class in the prison of San Michele; but that
their pumber has been immensely exagaerated,
the real state of the case distinctly demonstrates,
OF % purely political affences’’ there were 99
about two months since 5 and since that time that
tumber has been reduced to 70—that is, 29 ad-
ditionn] pardons hare since heen granted through
ﬂ_lt‘ clemency of the Pope, in 'many instances ex-
tited by the appeals of those who have since
beencits objects. In the early part of October
the number of persons confined for political of-
snces, and offences which are described or clas-
sified as those “ arising out.of party spirit”—
Meaning thereby injury to the persons, acts of

i’iolenqe_, frequently stabbing, the result of quar-
rele arising from party hate or political disputes
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—or, it fact, offeaces which bear a strong and
remarkable analogy to the outrages and acts of
violence that so.frequently occur in the north of
Treland, and are directly traceable to sectarian
as well as political differences—the entire num-
ber so classified under these twe heads did not
exceed 338; and of that number, those under-
going sentence, or held in detention, for ¢ purely
political” offences did- not exceed 99; which
number, as I have stated, is now reduced to 70,
and may be still reduced considerably ere the Ist
of January, 1857, The gross number has been
reduced from 338 to 292. 'The Pope bas grant-
ed 47 pardons to ¢ purely political” offenders
froin the Ist of January, 18553, to the 15th of
May, 1856-—that is, either remitted the greater
portion of their punishment, or restored them to
full liberty ; and within the same period he, has
exhibited sunilar clemency to 65, whose offences
arose out of “ party spirit”—making in all no
less than 112, From May to Octoher he has
granted 83 pardons more, of which 29 have been
granted to ¢ purely political” offenders, and the
vest to persons coming under the head of offend-
ers from “party notives.” When the gross
number reached 338, political and party offenders,
they were distributed as follows :—Ancona, 54 ;
Fort Urbano, 21 ; Paliano, 208; San Michele,
43 suffering punishment, and 12 under pro-
cess. Now that the gross number is reduced to
70 « purely political” offenders, and 222 oftend-
ers from ‘¥ party spirit,”’ somewhat of the same
proportions is maintained mn the prisons men-
tioned. .

These statistics would not exhibit the swhole
truth unless they also embraced another class,
who are suffering exile in consequence “of their
connexion with the meworable revolution which
compelled his Holiness—himsell the first as well
as the most illustrious of veformers—to fly to
Gaeta. The number of those who were formally
excluded from the amnesty of September, 1843,
was 283, and of those 200 were members of the
Triwmvirate, of the Coustituent Assembly, and
of the Provisional Govermnenf, and 83 were
chiefs of the different military corps. Of this
gross number 21 were strangers, and not sub-
jects of the Yontifical States.  Of the 283 men-
tioned 59 have received pardon—that is, 35 of
the Constituent ‘Assembly, and 24 military lead-
ers. 1lence the number of the Iope’s subjects
so exiled at present is 203.  Some of those have
since died, others would not appeal to the cle-
mency of their Sovercign, "and more have ex-
hibited such * perverse conduct” (perversa con-
dotta) that it is not thought prudent to extend
parden to them.

There is, lastly, another class, who fled from
Rome and the Papal States after the success of
the Trench, and whose return to the States is
prohibited. These amount in all to 1,273 ; but,
as there are, or were no less than 629 foreigners
among them, not morc that 644 are subjects of
the Pope. Subtracting fromn this number those
who were then exiled, asa commutation of a
heavier sentence, or who demanded and obtained
perinission to spend the remainder of their lives
m foreign countries, in order, amongst other rea-
sons, to be free from all surveillance, and amount-
ing in all to 152, it appears that the total num-
ber of the Pope’s subjects to whom veturn, with-
out permission being obtained, is prohibited, is
492. Many of these lave fled from punishment
for offences not political ; but there can be no
doubt whatever that an appeal made by most of
those vow in exile, and who could be proved not
to have been leagued iu other counlries against
the threne and authority of the Pope, would not
be wade in vain. The whole career of Pius
IX., including ‘the instunces which T have given
of his mercy and compassion, is in faver of the
belief that could he carry out his own benevo-
lent intentions, and freely obey the promptings
of his noble and tender nalure, there is not a
good or lLioucst subject of hix now in exile to
‘whom he would not to-morrow. grant permission
to return to his home and. country. One fact
must be mentioned to thie honor of Pius IX.. as’
it contrasts so strongly with the bleody ven-
geance which other sovereigns wreak on their
subjects when once rebellion has heen crushed—
that there has not been a single “person executed
for a purely political offence during his veign.
‘Try this fact by the actual conduct of other
Luropean monarchs, and by wlat that of the
English government would have beer had the:
affair of 1848 in Ireland been like that-of the
Iungarians, the Venetians, or the Sicilians, or
even had an Irish Secretary of State been shot
in the Castle of Dublin, and T.ord Clarendon
been compelled to fly across the Channel to Eng-
land for personal safety’; and then the clemency
of Pius IX. will shine the brighter by the con-
trast. © . o T

But while clemency is 2 noble virtug, espe-
cially in sovereigns, weakness is a folly, and may
be as ruinous’as a vice ; and thus, though one
would ardently desire that every native of the'
Papal States, now in'exile on account .of -the
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part which he took in the revolution of 1848,

should be permitted to veturn to his home and

kindred, provided he did not come back in the
spirit of a revolutionist and an avenger, no ra-
tional person could expect that the Pope would
be so insensible to the promptings of ordinary
caution and foresight as to allow men to return
to his States who have been openly declaring
their determination to accomplish his overtbrow,
or have been known to be parties to, and pro-
moters of, conspiracies towards the same end.—
If hLe did so, he would be more or less than mor-
tal, and would act as no other sovereign has act-
ed, or is ever likely to act, under similar circum-
stances. I the Pope were only allowed to take
his own course, and if those who dishouestly ex-
cite expectations which they never can and never
mean to realise would wisely stop in their trea-
cherous career, matters would soon be arranged
on a better and safer basis than they now are.
But it is not by keeping the more sanguine minds
of the country in a fever of excitement, by de-
lusive hopes and false expectations, that tran-
quillity can be established, or that great reforms
can be promoted ; and those who pursue this dis-
honest course are equally the enemies of the
subjects of the Pope as of the Pope himself.
The hon. and learned member writes hopefully
of the Roman Prisons. He says:— The work
of reformation has been undertaken in earnest-
ness and sincerity, and already the fruits of a
wise and salutary policy are making themselves
manifest, wherever it has had a fair opportunity
for its practical development. Lmphatically, it
may be said, that the Prisons of Rome are in a
state of transition. The great object of the
prisoner’s reformation is never abandoned-~it is
rather (he first object held in view ; but, in order
to bring ubout that result, the substitution of
members of religious orders for the ordinary staff
of the Romun prisons, is being steadily and per-
sistently carried on, Jailors and.turnkeys, how-
ever excellent the best of them may be, are not

generally mnfluenced in the discharge of their du-

ties by very pure and lofty motives. - [t would
be expecling too much of human-nature to sup-
pose they should. But with persons devoted to
a religious life it is far otherwise. Their whole
and only interest is to serve God by doing the
greatest possible good to their brethren, no mat-
ter low degraded they may be, no matter into
what depths of physical misery or moral de-
pravity they may have fallen. 'The different re-
sults produced by different systems—the manage-
ment by mere mercenaries, and the management
by religious, Mr. Maguire describes as most
striking,. IIeproceeds to give a very interesting
aceount ' of the Terminia, a prison for women,
which is uader the control of the Saxurs de Pro-
widence, one of those noble institutions of which
Catholic Belgium has been so gloriously fruitful,
It is entirely devoled to the care of jails, hospi-
tals and schools, its glotious mission being to re-
claim the erring, to succor and console the sick,
and enligltten the ignorant.. ..
We were shown through the various dormitories,
afl of which were of immense size, lofty, airy,
and well lighted. Tn one room which was more
than 40 feet square, there were but 1S beds,
neatly arranged, and cleanly as well as comfort-
able in their materials ; and in another, which
was GO feet in length by 40 in width, there were
no more than 25 beds. The infirmary, chapel,
and refectory, were large in proportion, and alt
kept in @ condition of periect cleanliness, the
necessary result of such superintendence and
such control us the wisdom vnd bumanity of His
Holiness had provided fov this important institu-
tion. When it was first handed over to the
Nuns, (he prisoners were in a state of great ig-
norance, very many of them being unazble to
But since then their proficiency in read-
ing and writing, as well as in useful and orna-
mental needlework, las been great; and their
conduct almost uniformly good. The Superior
stated that nothing could be more edifying than
theiv pious demeanor when assisting at the death-
bed of a dying fellow-prisoner, or their eager-
ness in sharing in such a solemn office. In fact,
a dozen feeble women, acting under a sense of
religious obligation, and animated by tender com-
passion for human misery in its most painful form,
have succeeded in acquiring the most salutary
control aver more than 200 of their ruder fel-
low-creatures, not a few of whom are expiating
offences of great enormity, and who perhaps at
the time .recognised no law but that of their.
fierce and untutored natures. Itis unnecessary
to say that »eligion is the potent agent by which
gentleness and obedience are insured, and amend-
ment is being accomplished. ' '

- The Brothers of Mercy have got the control
of a prison for men in the adjoining building but
for the last six wonths ; and though some of the
officers of the former staff are still retained, the
three Brothers to whom -its care has been en-
trusted would not, they state, be in the least de-
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‘greé afraid of having it all to themselves. Their
influence—the influence of a mild and gentle but

firm rule—is already most wonderful, and pro-.
ductive of the hest results, in the improved-tone
and feeling of the prisoners. This prison, at the

Sfime T visited it, was undergoing considerable
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changes, mainly undertaken for the more easy
and speedy adoption of a better system ; but so
far as it was possible, in the condition of evident
transition in which our visit found it, even tndus-
trial and literary training was sedulously pro-
moted ; while the moral improvement of the pri-
soner is, of. necessity, the first object, and never,
under any circumstances, neglected. The Bro-
thers under whose care this prison is placed be-
long to a Belgian community, established by a
distinguished ecclesiastic, Canon Scheppers, of
Malins, who, if' T mistake not, has been recently
appeinted one of the Chamberlams of Ilis Ho-
liness ; though his sense of duty may render it to
a certain extent an honorary distinction.

A number of the same valuable brotherhood
preside over an interesting institution intended
for the reformation of juvenile offenders, and
vagrants of the worst class—the prison of Sania
Balbinu. T saw several of the boys in the play-
ground, a large open space. in which they roamed
about freely, and indulged in harmless sport, but
always under the watehful eye of a Brother, whose
manner towards themis of that paternal kind which
while exciting confidence, also commands respect.
The entire number of young prisoners was 97 on
the day I visited the institution. But really the
terin “ prisoner” does not exactly deseribe (heir
condition, save so far as they are under restraint
and cannot leave until perimtted to do so; for,
while they are taught to read and write, many of
them are einployed in a vineyard and garden be-
longing to the establishment, and the rest are oe-
cupied in various industrial pursuits, suited io
their state in life—and the rule, which they cheer-
fully obey, is that of all others best calculated to
cftect their reforimation.  The separate cell sys-
tem is in a great measure carried out in this pri-
son, the extensive dormitories: being divided by
rows of small apartments, perhaps about 6 feet
by 5, wired in at the top and in front ; ventilation
and thorough separation being thus obtained at
the same time. The same plin has been adopted
in the Catholic Reformatory in the operation at
Hammersmith. The boys much prefer this sepa-
rate system to that of open dormitories, the idea
of the little room being therr own, and the duty
of keeping it in order, in.some degree exciling a
feeling of self-respect. The Brothers say « they
can do anything” with the boys ; such is the bound-
less nature of the influence they possess, and,
above all, the confidence which their motives in-
spire, even in the breasts of the most corrupted.
U'he severest punishment, unless for an attempt at
eseape, is confinement for a short period 5 and it
may be mentioned that there is but one *¢ guar-
dian,” and he is at the outer door. The Bro-
thers have been connneeted with this asvhun {for
three years. ,

At San Michele, one of the greatest estab-
lishments in Rome, embracing within its vast ex-
tent a grand college, an hospital, more than one
asylun for the poor, and three prisons—there is
a prison for males, in which the separate system
lias been strictly carried out for 50 years, or since
the time of Clement the Eleveath.  In some re-
spects it is very similar to the modern military
prisons of Treland, one ol the most perfect, and
mdeed best managed of which is in Cork. In
all cases that it can be enforced, the silent sys-
tem is maintained; but there are times when
speaking is allowed, and accupations—{or instance
particular descriptions of work—during which it
cannot be judiciously prevented. The cells, as
in the military prison to which T have referred,
rise tier over tier, or storey over storey—all look-
ing into, and lighted by, the vast hall i wlnqh
the industrinl employment, of various kinds is
carricd'on.  The prisoners eat their food in their
cells ; and as T entered the great hall of the pri-
son, I beheld them walk quietly and silently from
their eells to where an officer was serving out to
each a fair allowanee of @ soup that looked well to
the cye and that a curious friend assured ine was not
al all unpalateable to the taste. On Sundays they
are allowed to talk to each other for half an hour.
They vise every morning at lalf-past five o’clock,
dress, and arrange their cells; at half-past six
they atiend Mass, and then breakfast 3 at half-past
seven they procced to their various occupations,
always of an industrial kind, at which they con-
tinue tll half-past cleven; they then get their
dinner, and remain in their cells tilt half-past one,
when (hey resume their work, which lasts till five.
At five they sup; after which they immediately
attend school, which lasts till half-past seven,
when instruction of a religious nature is given,
and the night prayers are said.  They then re-
turn to their cells, in which they are shut up till
next morning commences another day of melan-
choly drudgery, icksome, no doubt, but by no
means upimproving. Four brothersare incharge
of -this prison, in which were several prisoners
who had beeun sentenced to various terms of im-
prisonment, some even for life ; but: the greater
number, if nol all those of the latter, bad their
sentences commuted to 20 years on the occusion
of the last anniversary of the Pope’s accession to
the throne.” - - e :

Tn ‘another- department of the same vast build-
ing, T visited the prison in which persons conviet-
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ed of political offences were confined. In o e
large room I observed about 10 or 12'men; und
in a great hall, which was well lighted, as well as
ventilated, from the street, and into which the
cells—cach fully three times larger in size thug
the cells for criminals—opened. There were
two or three rows, one above the other uad oaly
on one side of the hall, the other side consisting
of the extensive wall of the building, pierced by
several windows. There might have been 20
persons in the hali, either walking up and down,
chatlering to each other, or engaged, as T could
perceive, in a game of dominoex, A glacer into
the interior of the cells of this prison was suf-
ficient to show that they difered from ordinury
cells in many other respects than superior sive ;
for in one into which I looked there were glasses
of different kinds, some ornaments, anld other ar-
ticles not nsuatly found in such places.  So far
as a sense of delicacy would permit me to do o,
1 saw enough to convince me that at least in this
prison there was nothing which in any way realis
ed the deseviptions whiell T lad vead of & Ttalizg
dungeons.”

"This Peison is entively in the manugenent of
the police, At the time 1 visited it the nuober
of prisoners was under 50 and of this munber
but a small proportion were undergoing punish-
ment for what ave in Rowe known aspurely pa-
litical eilences.

One of the best managed and most perfect af
the prisons of Rome, is that under the eontrol of
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd.

"Chen the grand new prison near 1"essombrone
may be also incidentally referred to. it is vew
ready for 250 persons, and will be reudered ca-
pable of containing 500,  This will be the Mo-
del Prison of the States, in which every improve~
ment that expericuce lax praved to be wseful, or
that humanity can suggest, will have a faiv trial.
Tn the other prisons thereis change as well as:
progress ; but in this there will be the most per-

-fecl adaptation of the nieans employed to the ob-

ject to be accomplished. This. is amonast the
other monuments of the reformatory zeal of Pius
the Ninth. ‘

It sould be only tedious if T were to vefer to
all the other prisons i Rowe, expecially us T
have given suflicient to justify my assertion that
they are 7 a state of transition. and the expres-
sion ofa confident hope tlat in the course of a
very short time they will be inferior in uo res-
pect save in the expense of their construction,
alteration, and management, to the boasted pri-
sons of Englund ; and that in many respeets they
will be vastly supevior in Uieir results—ubove afl,
inthe great work of relormation—in the real
mprovenent. in mind and heart, in - intelligeace
and industry, of their nnhappy jumates, whose
guilt is, in the Roman as in other States, moat
lrequently caused by poverty and ignorasee, and
templation, against which poverty and ignorance
arc hut w poor protection. I'o uo sabject has
the Pope devoted more attention than to this
mostimportant one ol the treatrent of ¢1iminals ;
and the gradual changes whichare being effected,
or which are alceady planned. have becn entirely
inspired by the zeal and umanity of His aki-
ness, whose chiel us well’ as most enthusiastie
agent in the good work is his principal Chamber-
lain, Monsignor de Merod, the brother in law of
the Count de Moutalembert. Monsignor “I'l-
bot, who also holds the office of Chaunberlain to
His 1oliness, is the most zealous and earvest in
the work of prison reform. So that the Dope
has the advantagr: of the assistanee and sympathy
of two men who wre singularly suited 1o the: pro-
motion of this great and lmnane object; for
while Monsignor de Merod has had extensive ex-
perience of the prison system of Belgium, which
ts perbaps superior to any in the world, Mounsiz-
nor T'albot is thoroughly acquainted with ull those
improvements whieh have heen recently adopted
in England. The former distinguished person
has the official charge of the prisons ; while the
latter visits them several times in the week, bt
in a capacity inore immediately spiritual.  The
Pope was not satisfied with' Learing of the state
of those institutions, he was resolved to see fin
liinself; and about the close of last year he vi-

sited all the prisons of Rome—and the reforms -

which are now beiug carried out, as well as those
which are in contemplation, are in a great mea-.
sure the fruit of that remarkable visit—entirely
one of surprisc to the autlorities of the prisons,
which at the time excited the greatest interest,
none such having been made for the previous
thirty ycars. 1 again repeat that, while the Ro-

‘nan Prisons would certainly bear no comparison

to the costly and magnificent establishments of
Tngland, they are in a state of the most hopeiu! .
transition, not to costliness and munificence, but
to practical efficiency and success. . :

A Keex REBUKE.—A man who forbade his
servant girl (who belonged to the same chureh.
with himself) going in and out of the front door
of-the hotse, was quietly asked by the: girl if-
he, supposed they would enter heaven by:separate -
doors. '



