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9. THE ‘TRUE WITNESS“AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE. '
= round shot, shell, canister, case:shat;:an ’l“etry, ‘viceable. .. Their “knapsacks astonislied ovr soldiers: | was iricessanit, and the officers andmedical men seem.

copy of a despatch addressed to the Emperor, in
which the Prince stated that 40,000 men might take
Sebastopol, but that 80,000 men might be held in
check for weeks by the position of the Alma. Large
principally Lancers; and . heavy

massesgof; eavalry,: s tersy and . beavy
dragoﬂs,' g"ixn Y';ed on- the hills on the right:of .the.
Tussians; ‘ant:at fast descended the liills, crossed’ the

streaﬁi‘;‘»;ai,uz--f'hfe?:‘itéri‘eil our Jeft dnd rear: As we
.came near the river our left wing was thrown back,
in order to support our small force of .cavalry, and a
portion of onr artillery was pusbed forward in the
same direction. QOur danger in this respect was de-
tected by the quick eye of Sir George Brown, and
T heard him give the order for the movement of the
artillery, almost as scon as he caught sight of the
enetry’s cayalry, and just as we were coming to the
village. "AsT have already sail, our plan of opera-
tignd wag that the French should establish themselves
unler the fire of .{he guas on the heights on the ex-
treme of the enemy’s left. When that attack was
aufﬁéién'lljr developed, and had met with success, thg
British army was to force the right and part of the
centre_ of thé Russian position, and the day was
gained.  When we.were about three miles from tlie
village the Irench steamers ran in ns closc as they
could to the blull of the shore at the soath side of
the Alma, and presently we saw them _shelling the
Heights in splendid style, the shells bursting over the
enemy’s ‘squares; and balteries, and finally driving
thew from their. position on the right, within 3,000
yards of the sea. . -
“ 'The Trench practice commenced about half-past
12 o’clock, and lasted -for about an hour and a lall,
Wecould see the shells falling over the batteries of
the enemy;. and bursting right -into them ; and gben‘
the black’ smasses inside the works hroke into little
specks which llew’ about in all directions, arid when
the smoke cleared away there were some {o be seen’
strewed overithe ground. The Russians answered
the ships from the heights, but without effect. A
powder tumbril was blosn up by a French shell; an-
ather shell fell by accident into an ambuscade which
the Russians had prepared for (he advancing French,
and at:last they drew off' from the sea-side, and con-
fined: ‘thieir eflovts to the deflence of the gullies and
heights Dbeyond the fire of the heavy guns  of the
steamers, . At one o’clock we saw the Trench co-
lumns struggling wp the bills, covered by a cloud of
Skirmishers, whose fire seemed niost deadly. “Once,
atsight of a threatening mass of Russian infantry,
in'a commanding position abgve them, who fired ra-
pid:volleys among them, the French-paused, but. it
was ‘only to -colfect their skirmishers, for as soon ds
they’ lind formed they ran up the hill'at the pus de
charge, and at ence broke the Russians, who fled in
disorder;: with Inss, up the hill; - We' could see men
dropping on both sides, and the wounded rolling down
the steep. - At 1-50 our line of skirmishers got wilh-
in range of the battery on the bill, and immediately
the Russians opened fire at 1,200 yards with effect
the shat plougling through the-open lines of the ri-
flemen, and falling into - the advancing colunns be-
hind,  ‘Shortly before this time dense - volumes of
smoke rose from the river, and drifted aloag to the
eastward, rather - interfering witl the view of the
enemy on the left of our position. -The Russians had
st the village'on fire. " It was a fair exercise of
military skill-—was well executed——took place at the
right time, and succeedéd.in oceasioning a good deal
of ammoyance. Uur troops halted when they neared
this village, their ‘left extending ‘beyond it by the
verge' of the stream;: cur right behind the burning
col(ages, and :within range of the batteries. It is
said “the - Russians had taken the range of all ‘the
principal peints in their front, and placed twigs and
sticlés to 'mark them. In this they were assisted by
thie ‘post sighboards on the road. The Russians open-
ed <& furious fire on the whole of our line, but the
Freneli'had not yet made progress enough to justily
us in advancing, The round shot whizzed in "every
‘direction, dashing up the dirt and sand into the faces
of the'staf of Lord Raglan, who were also shelled
severely, and attracted much of (he enemy’s fire.—
&till Lord -Raglan waited patiently for the develop-
ment of the French attack. At iength an aide-de-
camp came:to him and reported the French had cross-
el the Alia, but they had not established themselves
sufficiently to justily usin an altack. The infantry
were therefore ordered to lie down, and the army for
a-short time was'quite passive, only that our artillery
potred forth an/anceasing fire'of shelf, rockets, and
roind shot, ‘which -ploughed through the Russians,
and caused them great-loss. They did not waver,
however, and replied to our artillery manfully, theic
shot falling among our men:as-tiey lay, and carrying
off legs and arms-at'every round. Lord Raglan at
tast became weary ‘of this “inactivity—Ubis spivit was
up—he lodked around, and saw men or whom he
k2w he: might stake the honor and fate of Great
Britain by bis-side, and, anticipating z little in a mi-
titary pomnt of - view:the- crisis of action, he gave or-
ders for‘our whole line to advance. Up rose these
gerried masses, apd passing through a fearful shower
of round, case shot,-and shell, they dashed into the
Alma, and ¢ floundered” ‘through its waters, which
were litérally torn"into (oam by the dendly hail. " At
the ‘other side of Lhe tiver were a number of vine-
yards; and, to our surprise, they were occupied by
Rassian'vilemen. Three 'of the stalf were here
shot-down, but, led by, Lord-Raglan in “person, ' the
test'advinced cheering on the-men. - And'now came
the' turiing 'point of ‘the battle, in which Fiord Rag-
1o, 'by his 'zagacity and military skil);" probably :se-
cured’'the victory -at a’smaller sacrifice than -would
have' been otherwise the - case. e dashed over the
bridze; ‘followed by his staff: “From "the road ‘over
it} uiidér the Russisn guns, he saw the state “of  tlié
action:' ~The’ British ling, which'he had. ordered to
advarice, “was'struggling through thie river-and up the
heiglits' ininasses; firm‘indeed, but'mowed . down by
the wmurderous fire of the batteries, and by grape,

from an immense and compact niass of Russiad. ‘in-
fantry. Then commenced one of’the.most. bloody
2nd Division, led'by:Sir D. Evansi
ing manner, crossed the streamo;
71l Fusiliers, led by Colonel Yea, ‘Yer
by fifties. The 55th, 30th, and-95th,
padier Pennefather, who was in )

n the most’
be. righ

checked indeecd, but never drew back in their on-
ward progress, which was marked by a- fierce roll ot
Minié . musketry. ;. and, Brigadier Adams, with the
41st5 47l -and “49th; bravely charged “up the~ hill,
and aided them in the battle. Sir George Brown,
conspicnous on a gray horse, rode in front of bis
Light Division, urging them Twith ‘voice and gesture.,
Gallant feflos ! they were worthy of sach a gallant
chief. The 7th, diminished by one-halfy. fell back to
re-lorm their columnslost for the fime; the 23rd,
with eight officers dead and four wounded, were still
rushing to the front, aided by the 19th, 33rd, 77th,
and 88th. Down went Sir George ina cloud of
dust in front of the batlery. e wds soon up, and
shouted # 23rd, i all'right. Be sure I'l remen-
ber this day,” and led Uwem on again, but in the
shoelc'produced by the fall of their chief the gallant
regiment suffered terribly while paralyzed for a mo-
ment. - Meantime the Guards, on the right of the
Light Division, and the Brigade of Highlanders were
storming the heights on the left. Their line was al-
most as regular as thouzh they were in, yde-park.

Suddenly a tornado of round and grape rushed through
from the terrible baltery, and a roar of musketry
from behing thinned their fron€ ranks by dozens. It
was evident that we were justable to contend against
the Russians, favored as they were by a great.posi-
tion, At this very lime an immense mass of Rus-
sian infantry were seen moving down towards 1he
battery, They halted, Tt was the crisisof the day.
Sharp, angular, and solid, they looked as if they
were cat out of the solid rack. It was beyond all
doubt that if our infantry, barassed and thinned -as
they were, got into the battery they would have to
encounter again a -formidable fire, which they iere
but ill caleulated to bear. Lord Raglan saw the
difficulties of the situation, He asked if it would be
possible to get a couple of guns to Lear on these
masses. - The reply was ¢ Yes,” and an . artillery
officer, whose name I do not now know, brought up
two guns to fire on the Russian squares. The first
shot missed, but the next, and the next, and the
next cut through the ranks so cleanly, and so keenly,
that a clear lane could be seen for a moment through
the square.” After a few rounds the square became
broken, wavered 1o and [ro, broke, and fled over the
brow of the hilf, leaving behind it six or seven dis-
tinct lines of dead, lying as clese as possible to each
other, marking the passage of the fatal ‘messengers,
This act relieved our infantry of a deadly ingubus,
and they continued their magnificent and fearful pro-
gress up the lill. The Duke encouraged his men by
voice and example, and proved himself worthy of his
proud command and of ‘the Royal.race from which
he comes. * Highlanders,” said Sir C. Campbell,
ere they came to the charge, “ Don’t pull a trigger
till you're within a yard of the Russians P> They
charged, and well they obeyed their chiefltain’s wish;
Sir Colin had his horse shot under him, but his men
took the battery ata bbuud. The Russians rushed
out, and left multitudes of dead behind them. The
Guards had stormed the right of the battery ere the
Highlanders got into the left, and it is said the Scots
Tusilier Guards ‘were the first to enter. The Sccond
and Light Division crowned the heights, The French
turned the guns on the hill against the flying masses,
which the cavalry in vain tried. to cover. A feiv
faint strugales from the scaltered infantry, a few
rounds of camnon and musketry, and the enemy fled
to the south-east, leaviug three generals, three guns,
700 prisoners, and 4,000 wounded békind them.—
‘The battle of'the Alma was won, witha lossof nearly
3,000 killed and wounded on our side.

THE FIELD AFTER THE BATTLE.

Tt was a terrible and sickening sight to go over the
bottle field. ‘Tl deprived of my horse by a chance
shot, T rode about to ascertain, as far as passible, the
loss of our friends, and ‘doir.g so I wag often brouglht
to'a standstill by the difficulty of getting through the
piles of' wounded Russians, mingled too often with
our own poor soldiers. The hills of Greenwich Park
in fair times are nat more densely covered with hu-
man beings than were the heights of the Alma with
dead and dying. On these bloody mounds fell 2,196
English officers and men, and upwards of 3,000' Rus-
sians, while their western extremity was covered with
the bodies of 1,400 gallant Frenchmen, and of more
than 3,000 of their foes,  * =

The Russian regiments engaged against us, Jjudging
froni the numbers on the caps and buttons of the dead
and wounded, were the 11th, 12th, 161, 17th, 18th,
31st, 32d, 33d, and some of the Imperin! Guard
The: Russian regiment consists of four hattalions,
and ‘cach battalion may be said to be'650 strong.
The soldiers were mostly stout, strong men. Several
of the regiments, 32d and 16th, for’ example, wore a

[ 4

and_having* a brass cond on the top, with a hole for
the receplion of ' tuft, feather, or plume; - otliers
wore Simply a white linen foraging cap. *They were
oll dressed in-Tong drab “cod(s,  with brass buttons,
bearing the number of the regiment. - These' ‘conts
fitted'loosely, were ‘gatliercd ‘in‘at the back by a small
strap and Button,’ descend * ty’ {he ‘arikles, and seemed
stout comfortable “garments, though the cloth “was

GOArse in'texture §‘the frousers of a coarse blyé stuf,
were thrust inside”a’ fiair of "Weellinigton boots, open
at the top; to ‘admit ot ‘heir being comfortably tuck-
ed dgwn ; the boots were stout, well-made, and ser-

from some of the guns of the céntral baitery; and

and determined struggles in the‘annals. of wwar, “The.

‘ dash-’
The,
re swept down

. o S R
fight, cheering on his men, again~and again™ were

black Teather helmet, Landsombely. mounted with ‘brass,

On opening them: each was found to contain the dress

‘uniform coatee of the man, blue or green, with while

nd slashés ‘like our own, a pair of clean
cleari shirt,"a pair of. clean “socks, a-pair
of stout mifs, a case containing a-geod: pair of scissors

facings

‘marked. “'Sarun,” an.excellent, penknife -with” one,
large: bade; of Russiun ‘monufacture, a ball of twine;
-| a roll:df: Ieather, wax, tlread, needles, and pins, a

hair-brush’ and ‘comb, a small looking glass, razor,

‘'strop,- snd soap; shoe brushes and blacking, The

general remark of our men was that the Russians
were very:“clean soldiers;” and certainly the men,
on the field had white fair skins to-justify the expres-
sion. Xach man had a loaf of dark brown bread, of
a'sour taste and disagreeable odour in his. knapsack,
and a linen roll, conlaining a quantity of brown coarse
stuff broken upiinto Tumps and large grains, which is
crusked biscuit or hard granulated bread prepared.
with oil.  This,. we were lold by the prisoners, was
the sole food of the men.. They eat the bread with
onions and oil ; the powder is * reserve” ration ; and
if they march they may be for days without food and
remain hungry till they can get fresh loaves and more
“breadstull.” It is perfectly astounding to think
they can keep together on such diet—and yet they
are strong, muscular men encug b, The surgeons re-
marked (hat their tenacity of life was very remark-
able.  Many of them lived with wounds calculated
to destroy two or three ordinary men. Isaw one of
the 32d regiment ‘on-the ficld just alter the fight.
e was shot right through the head, and the brain
protruded in large masses at the back of the head
and from the front of the skull. 1 saw with my own
eyes the wounded man raise Liis hand, wipe the horri-
ble mass {rom his brosw, and proceed to stnigele down
the hill towards the water! Many of the Russians
were shot in three or four places; few of them had
only one wound. They seemed to have a general
idea that they would be murdered ; possibly they had
been told no quarter would be given, and sevefal de-
plorable events took place in consequence, .As our
men were passing. by, two or three of them were
shot or stabbed by men Iying on the ground, and the
cry was raised that *the wounded Russians®® were
firing on our men. There is a story, indeed, that
one officer was severely injured by 2 man to whom
he was in the very act of administering succour as
he lay in agony on the field ; be this as it may, there
was at one time a near clarce of a massacre taking
place, but the men were soon controlled, and confined
themselves to the pillage which always takes place
on a battle-field. One villain with a red coat on his
back, I regret to say, I saw go up to a wounded
Russian who was rolling on the earth in the rear of
the 7th regiment, and before we could say a word
he discharged his rifle right through the wretched
creatures brains. Colonel Yea rode at him to ent
him down, but the fellow excused himself by declar-
ing the Tussian was going to shoot him. 'This was
the single act of inhumanity I saw perpetrated by
this army flushed with victory,and animated by angry
passions, although the wounded enemy had ungues-
tionably endangered their lives by acts of ferocious
folly. DMany of the Russians had small crosses and
chains fastened vound their necks.” Several were'
found with Koransin their knapsacks—most probably
recruits from’the Kasan Tartars. Many of the
officers had portraits of wives or mistresses, of mo-
thers or sisters, inside their coats, The privates wore
the litlle money they possessed in purses fastened be-
low their left knees, and the men, in their eager search
after the money, often caused the wounded painful
apprehensions that they were ‘about to destroy them.
Last night all those paor wretches lay in their agony
—nothing could be done to help them. The groans,
yells, the eries of despair and suffering, were a-
monrnful commentary on the exultation of the victors
and on the joy which reigned along the bivouac fires’
of our men. As many of our wounded as could be
possibly picked up, ere darkness set in, were conveyed
on stretchers to the hospital tents. Many of the'
others were provided with blankets and covered as
they lay in their blood. 'Tle bandsmen of the regi-
ments worked in the most cheerful and indefatigable
manner, hour after hour, searching out and carrying
off our wounded: Long after night had closed faint
lights might be seen moving over the frightful feld,
marking the spats where friendship dicected the steps
of some officer in search of a wounded comrade, of
‘where the pillager yet stalked about on his horrid
errand. The attitude of some of the dead were
awlul.  One man might be seen’ resting on one knee,
with the arms extended in the form of taking aim,
the brow compressed, the lips clinched—the very ex-
pression of firing at an- enemy stamped on the face
and fixed there by death; a ball had struck this man
in the neck. Physiologists or anatomists must settle
the rest.  Another was lying on lis back: with the
same expression,and Lis arms raised in a similar ‘ati-
tade, the Minie musket stiff grasped inhis hands un-
discharged. “Another lay in a:perfect arch, his head
resting on one part of the ground and his feet on the:
other, but the back raised high above it.  Many
men without legs or arms were {rying ts craivl déwn
to the waterside. Some of the dead lay witha calm,
plactd smile on the face, as though they were in'soire
delicious dream. ' R
Of the Russians one thing was rémarkable. The
prisoners are generally coarse, sullen, and unintellj-
gent looking men.: Death had’ enobled tliose who

fell, for the expression of .their faces was al!ogelh‘él_‘ '

different. .’ The wounded' might bave ‘envied those
who' séemed:(o°hive passed away so- peacefully, * '
Immediately alter the battle the wounded were re
moved on'board' the steamers Andes ‘and“"Vulean's
their arrival at Scutari, “opposite- Constantinople—is
thus-described;:— 77 o - S
- It was'a moving sight” yesterday (o' seé: the long
trains of wounded borne from the - Andes ‘and Vilcan
to the hospital, From dawa to evening .the labor

b
aght

'{ finer tlian the'sirit'dnd conception of (his

ed perfectly worn out with fatigne. The men cary.
ed dowr mattressés to the beach; the wounded were
lifted on them and were slowly borno along, A few
of tlie. Wounded were well . encugh-tg. walk, and crept
along.supported:by a cornrdde,. one’Withshis arm in »
‘slingianotlier with his tr'_call;e"eﬁj.hc,utr}; e,n;:'ﬁ;om the hip
to-thie-knee, and the thigh swathedl in bandages, ano-
ther with his bair clotted, with blood and a ghastly

On many the marks of

wound on the face or head.
approachiug death were set every now' and theq
thera was one too far gone to be carried to the hospi-
tal, or who asked to be laid down for a few moments!
rest on the wayside. A Catholic Priest was acfivg
among the dying, and might be seen bending overthe
ghastly.forms and whispering to.the ears. which werg
fast closing to earthly sounds. e was an Irish
Monk of Galala, who had presented himself on tis
first arrival. of the wounded, and had been eagerly you
ceivel by his dying fellow-conntrymen.

“1t is easy to discover by a walk thvough the bar..
racks how much the unfortunate 23rd and 33pd Tegi-:
ments have sulféred. ' It seems that almost the lalf
of those who are Iying on every side in'mortal agony’
belong to oue of these ill-fated corps.  The 2314, i
is said; has lost more than 400 men. Tt iswith price
that an Krglishiman observes the appearance of these
sick and wounded soldiers. . The men have a sol-
dierly Inok and an appearance of encrgy and detes-
mination which are hardly to be found among the in-
valids of any ather service. Yesterday,as the wound-
ed were breught from the vessels, each man was
asked his nome and regiment before the litter enfered
the gates. Some were too far gone to reply; in
some delirimn had taken awny all consciousness of
esternal things.” But wherever the poor fellow had
strength to answer lie spoke with a wilitary prompt-
ness as if on parole,aml tried to make a salute and
raise lis hiead in respect to the questioner.

“The Vulcan braught two Russian prisoners;
one isa young man of good [amily and education,
who was serving in the ranks as 2 common soldier, in
order to win his position of offieer by service, accord-
ing 1o the Russian usage. He said he had been three
months on the mareh {rom the neighborhood of Mos-
cow, and that previous to the defence of Silistria the
Czar had entertained no fears for Sebastopel, whera
there were then scarcely any troops. Large forces
had been sent off from the interior at that time, and
mare were on their way, although they_are likely to
arrive too late. The other prisoner is a brigadier-
general, who will not disclose his'name. e has re-
ceived four wounds in the leg, and is not out of dan-
ger. He mentioned “a curiovs circumstance. Ta
-conversation on the subject of the battle it was
observed by some one to be singular that, though the.
loss of English officers had been very great, yet no
general officer bad received a hurt, althougl they ara
conspicuots by a white plume, and the Russians con-
fessedly singled out the officers while the British were
adrancing across the river and the valley in a clear”
day and frée from smoke. The Russian replied that
the generals were not aimed at, because they were
thought to belong to the commissariat. In the eon-
tinental armies the higher officers are surrounded on
all occosions by, a brifliant staff, but our own generals
ride attended only by one or two nides-de-camp.
They were thereflore in this case indebted for their
safety to the unobtrusiveness of their habits.

“The 'vounded were laid out for amputation inz
farm-yard near the field of battle. Here they were
supplied with water by a Catholic Priest attached to
one of the Irish regiments. Tlhe devotion of this
Clergy seems Lo be very great, both in the Crimea
and here. '

“ The exact numbers brought by the steamers from_
Sebastopol are as follows :—T'he Vulcan, which left
at half-past five in the morning of the 22nd, brought
320 wounded, of wlich only pne officer and two pri-
vates died on the passage. Among the wounded were
eleven officers.  She also had on” board 170 cholen
patients, of whom eighteen died, among whom was
‘ong woman. The Andes left three hours after the
Vulcan, and arrived ten lours before her. She
brought 315 wounded, among whom were tweniy-one
officers. Of these four officers and thirteen privates
died on the passage. The number of officers now at
Scutariis twenty-seven. There are few dangerous
cages among them; and the life 'of no one is despaired
of. The Simpom, which is expected hourly, wilk
bring the slightly wounded. "Colonel Chester, of the.
23rd Fusiliers, is killed, and eight other officers are
killed or wounded. Colonel Tlike, of; the 33rd, is.
said-to have lost his hand. Major Gough is at Sen~
tari wounded, with Captain Fitzgerald, and Liea~
tenants Greenwood and Warthington.” =~

~Irom Lord Raglan’s despatch of the 28th of Sép-
tember ffom Balaklava, and a'private communication,
of the same- date from an intelligent. officer of the
Guards, the Tisigs draws up the following oarrative
of the lale operationse—s "7 T T Y

“On-the 23¢d the allied armies left the Alma-and
proceeded to cross® the Katscha river; on the 24ib
they crossed the Belbelc, where it had . béen ‘intended
to effect the landing of Lhe' siége matériel with a view
to-an-attack on the norih'side 'of Sebastopol, " Jtivas
found; lioWwever, that'the énemy had pliced a fortified
wark s0°15°to' prevent (he' vessels and {ransports from
approaching this river; and, withi extraordinary ferti
lity '6f resource, strategical judgment, and military’
.daring, the plai’of operations was suddenly changed -
by Liord "Raglan; with' ‘the ~concurrénce of "Marshal
‘St. Arnaud: Tt was detormiingd to adyanee at oncd
by & flank-march’ round: {he' east of Sebastopol, o
.eross-thie’ valley of 1he Teheriaya, and *seize Balak-
fava, ag the futiire basisiof operations against thie'south
side of the harbor of Sébastopol. | Notliing’ ould be:

; : is‘mavement,
‘unless it be'the'Coutnge’ dnd endurarce ‘wit which it
Lwas executed by the troopsy *T'o 'effeet ihis' object
it was necessary, after erossing the Bolbek near tle




