© . POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND RELIGION. S

S ' . 5. .ot . 10

“FANCY AND FACTS—TO PLEASE AND TO IMPROVE."

A

YOLUME Foun.

HALIFAX, N, S. SATURDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 22,

1840, NUMBER EIGHT.

THE LAST HEIR OF FERNEY—A LEGEND.

One Huch Roe M¢Aahon suceeeded his brother, as Chicf of
Ferney, at the time that Elizabeth was queen of England, He
was not only the-natural heir of his brother, but he had a grant of
the county from thes: English government; for the late chicftain
had surrendered it to the qugen, and been reinstated in “his honors
ang possessions under the broad seal of England. Wel), sir, on Lis
Urother's death, this Hugh thought he should go up to Dublin to_
have liis title’ recorrnvcd ; and so he did: but it. tm‘ned out tbe
most unFurtu'th Jjourney:be ever ma.dc, except, indeed, the j Jjour-
nc\' back. He got plenty of hard usmge at the castle, und very lit-
tle satlshctwn of any kind, 1ill at-last the Lord Deput\, one. Sir
William I'xtzwﬂlnms, spoke to'him wonderful fair, and said that

- he would go down’ with him to 1 ‘\Io.lawhan, and settle bim in his

inheritance. himself. . Of course, - M'Mahon thoght all was right,
and expressed his great obligations to Sir William, and off they set
to Monaghnn, “wheii the first thing the worthy Lur..l Deputy did,

was to clap the haron into irons; and the next thing, after a sort
of a sham’ trial, was to hamr i up like a dog bcforc lns own door.

‘[T:at was the cnd of the M'Mahons as chicflains and men of power.

Their county was confiscated of course, and their descendants left
to wander the world, or depend, as it might De, on the charity of
their own. vassals. . However, sir, it happered that after the wars
of the Re‘ olution, as they callit, there was a widow Iadv living in

~ an hufinble little cottage, Lut most beautifully situated, just about

-

a mile,.I: thmk from where we are sntm'r at this’ moment.
husband was the lineal descendant of the chieftains of Monaghan,
hut he had been killed in the wars, fighting for King James, and
he left, thls lady 2nd one bey poor] y Lnour'h provxded. as you may
supnose. : : :

The old castle of the M'Mahons was at this time in thc possns-
sion ofone Cu]ornl Vaughan, who before the Revolution had Leen
tlxe brother officer and most intimate friend of RMajor M'¥ahon;
mdef.d they were s0 attached to each other, that there was a mutual
uynderstmuimg batween thews, that Vaughan's claest dau ghtershould
beéomL l.he.wxfe of young M'Mahon However, whén the war
bwkc out, Vdu‘fhan sxdgd w1th the\"uﬂhsh party ; but s*lll when: |,

Al wafgver, lie en"u..l:thmed a Wannvrogard fBithe m mcmory of big’

friend ; and thouf‘h the obstrclcs to the contemp]aled marriage

seemedl Almmt instrmountable, for. younﬂ M’Mahon was of course

a C.xthohc,, and under the ban of the new laws; yet the colonel had
him carst:-n*ly at-his hiouse, and wag even in hapes that he could,
in the course cf time, be induced to change his religion for the sake -
ef the lady, and of the property of his ancestors,. which he would
in that ease mheut with her. Vaughan had anothér daughter, and
that was his whole family ; but as they grew up there was not
their equal for beauty in the whole country round. The eld-
est, however, was by far the Iovchest She had the heavenliest
eycs, they say, that ever shone i in a woman's head ; and when poor
M'Mzhon would sce her mavmv throun‘h the lighted ball«room,
with her.dark: lmr To]lmg down in rich waves lxke, to her waist, a
szdness used to come bver lnm, ‘when lie would tth .that nothth-
.'.t‘xm.lmfr her own ]ove and her father's regard for hlm, it was little
het.cr than ‘a wild dream to think. that he cuuld ever posscss the
hand of liis beautiful Sasc,uagh. )

Well, sir, tht.re was a cousm of M’anhon s, one Neal Nugent,
and from th(. tie that they were both children they were more
like brothers than cousins, though their dlsposmons were, in all re-
spects, the very opposite, One wasa proud high-spirited fellow,
loyal iu his heart to the cause and religion for which his father pe-
rished ; but Nugent though he was brave, too, thouuht it a hard-
ship to give up everything for the sake of religion, and be shut out
from all chance of gaining either riches or honours, because he hap-
pened to be born a Catholic. He often hinted to M'Mahon that
he'd be a fool to forfeit such a splendid alliance for any seruples he
might have about the affairs of the other world ; and his advice
might have been more dangerous, only it was plain that it was for
her rich domains, and not for the lady herself, that he would have
had bis cousin sell bis faith. He was an ambitious young fellow,
this Nugent ; and he was a clever follow, too; and so, when he was
determined he would be a slave no longer, wasting away his youth
and intellect among the hiils of Ferney, but that he would make a
name for himself in the world, and ‘become -one of the lords of
the land ‘where he was now trampled on and despised. The
tnd of it was, sir, that he turned Protestant, got into the army, and

‘sure-enough, he did seem in the way of rising fast to hononr and

distinetion. In:the meantime, Mr. M’Mahon was still received at
the castle in the character of Ellen’s lover ; but their intercourse
‘becarne every day more painful and embarrasing. _The colonel still
entertaincdgthe hopérthat the young, baron; as he called him, would
Yield to what'mightbe almost considerzd as.the necessity of his fate,

K
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;
and remove the only obstaclo that secmed to stand in the way of his
worldly happiness; but Ellen knew him better, and she knew that
not even for herwould he abandon the religion of his fathers. At
lust the colonel thou-rht it was time that there should be a full un-
derstanding on the sul\_]ect ; and one day lic asked M'Mahon when
he iutended to ‘conform, for that he sdw no necessity fur delaying
the marriage any lenger. This was aiseverc trial to poor. M'Ma-
hon : but he was prep:ucd for it an(l lie told the coloncl that con~
form he never would ;' and that it mubt relinquish the hand of
his daughter, he hoped that he might soon enjoy in another world
the bappiness that was lost to him {‘for ever in this.  The colonel
was vexed, and dxsappomted but he had to ncknowleﬁgo, that
though he had deceived himself, M'Mahon had never dec sived him,
nor by word or act given encouragenient to the false hopes he had
entertamod ; and though he way as proud a man as ever buckled
‘on a swoxcl the-tears foll from his eyes, as he wrung the hand of
his young | fnend and saw him ride out:frum the cnstlc, which he
-never entered but once again, [t wasa ‘onc]y castle now to poor
Ellen’ Vaughan.  Her lover had often. told her that it must come
to this; for that although he was suffered t6 live in peace, he was,
in all other. respects little better than a comman outlaw ; but yet,
as they had known and loved each other so long, even sinee their
childhood, indeed, he could never Lear the thought of losing her ;
and he sometimes tricd to persuade himself, that by entering intoa
foreign service, he might attain such rank as would compensate in”
some degree for the loss of hier inheritance, which she must huvé sa-
crificed by marrying him: - It was ‘this vague hope that prevented
him brcang off their intercourse lonrr bcfoxe and he might lmv
carrlud it into cﬁ‘uct, zmly that his mothcr had no frmnd itl the
world but himsclf, and he éould not, of course, ‘abandon her; and
now it was too late to think of entering on such a carcer. It was
not long after this interview with, Colonel V: urrhzm, that Nlment
happcncd to'be qu°rtercd down in thls part of ‘the country. .
had now been three 01 four years m thc army,’ -and’ a imc loomer
}ounw fellow hé wzxs 3, buL Lie was onc ‘that; dxdnt care ve:y mugh’
for old times br ‘old fnendsbxps, and when he fouml that it’ was all.
over between - Ellen and his ¢ sin; he,thou:rht he’ mighit dg worse
rhanp‘r’bpom“"fcr 'tﬁﬁ!ﬁlf"%’é‘]%@ "“‘ —nbwﬁ'xhxgh fiwo"'?
with the” government, an | had e'.ery prospcct of rising - in the
worldy so after a while the colonel consented to give lmn his daugh-
ter ; and while the poor girl's heart was re"'u]ar]y breaking, she
had to receive the addresses of a ‘new lover, who knew at-the time
how she was devoted to his rival. At last the day was fixed for
their marriage. Ellenand M’Mahon had never met from the day
of his fatal interview with her father; and when they parted that

riage, the lady was sitting alone in her chamber.” It was just such
a night as this, wild and desolate ; and * there poor ‘Ellen sat in a
kind of abstracted reverie, “ lookmrr with idle gnef on her white
| bands,” when the door-gently opened, and lifting her eyes, she saw
her lover; wan and ghast]y as a ghost, standing before her.

it really was his ghost come to cLurn her promised haud.

of her for ever ; but then as they talked of old tlmes, “and thought
of the future; all their feelings yielded to the love they had cherish-
ed through life; and Ellen that night left her father'’s castle to
wander with her lover wherever fate might guide them, M'Mabon
had left his horse in a grove at a little distance; and the servant,
by whose means he had geined admission, Jomcd them there in a
few minutes with the lady's palfrey ; and off they rode through
storm anJl darkness as hard as their horses could lay a hnof to the
earth. Their flight, however, was almost immediately discovered.

in zll directions ; for no information could Le procurcd as to the
course which the fugitives'had taken. It happened that Nugent
was at the castle at the very time; arranging some mnatters with the
coloncl, and he had with hima very intimate friend who was to be
groomsman on the following morning—an officer of high family,
and connected with some of the gféa:test people in the country. Iie
and Nugentwere, of course, among the most active of the pursuers,
but they took different routes; and as this gentleman was' riding’
along the wild road that you and I travelled to-night, he heard the
tramp of horses a Iittle way before him ; and so he pressed on, and
got almost within pistol shot of M’Mabon, ashe and the lady reach-
ed the stream you remember crossing, e had taken the precau-
tion of slinging 'a bucle-horn across liis shoulder, and when he f rst-
got sight of the fugitives he winded this to collect any of

suers that might be within hearing ; and as he gained on .M 'VIn-

day it was with the firm belief that they would never meet again. -
The night before the morning appointed for her. unhappy mar- -

She -
never shricked nor spoke, but her lips turned as pale as ashcs, and’| full of:M’ Malions,c and the ﬂeutry knew nothing of this man but
she cht gazing’ at him with her large dark cyes, as if she thought:
At last’

M'Mahon came forward, :md told her he'was come to° take his leave

Instantly the retainers were up and mounted, scouring the country’

‘hon, he called on him- to surrender, or that he would fire. There
was no time for parleying then, * They could-hear at a distaiiee the
tramp of steeds dashing along thc road. M'Mal:on was onone side
of the stream, and his pnrsum Just entering it on the 'other, when:h¢
whecled round, and drawing™a. plstol from his belt, shot him dead:
On M'Mahon and . his lady rode; but where they rode to none
could ever tell, for he knew all the wild by waysof the country, and
_he soon had his prize safe beyond "‘thq veach &f his enemies. It was
a night of hard riding ; “ind when-the horsemen gathered in before
dawn of day to the castle, it was with the sorrowful tidings of the
lady’s s loss and the, death of a young and honorable gentleman. Tho
circumstances of that night broke the.old Colom.l‘ heart.
ver beard more of the bem" he hud loved and prlze[l above the earth;
nor uf the untoltunnte comp'mlon ofher inte M \Iuhon wasout2
-lawed of course ; but thour-h all possmle .megsures were taken vfor
“his discayery and nppn.hensmn both by the xelutwes of the young
ofticerand the Sasenagh gentlemen of the country general]g A who fdt
highly indignant at the ileaof a papist haying the audacxty 40 czmay
ofl'a lady of rfank and fortune, their cflotes were'al un.wmlm«r ; Nhu
trace could be discovered of the rank or fortune of the 1ll.-stu.rred
pair. Va l'r!mn, as I told you, had another - d'umhtei, ‘younger
than Ellen; though without ‘any of the ‘romance or hlgh -senti-
ment of her sister.  She was now,.of course, the helress of her fa-
ther's possessions : and in a little time: Nugeut, as was ‘naturul -
transferred hig affections to her- and in a little time. more thev
were married ; and soon after* that the Colonel died; and Nugent
beeame lord of that noble eastle,’ while' the lady. that should hava
graced it, had no home but the wild retreat of the outlaw. Nu.
gont now became a man of great power and mﬂuence in:the eoun-
try.  He was appointod to the commission of the peace; and: made«»

were at this time very fornu(laLlc,,nnd in some purts keptrtht. gen-
t](.men of thc country in/a state of constunt applehcnsxon ind alaym, -
After some. yoars the country becnme more tranquxl and these mw:“
rnuders dlsnppt.arcd' at'last altowe;her. ; Pulsat a:quo pgﬂe-—ns‘ Hoi:
race says. - In the codrse ‘of  time. Nun‘ent was "athcred_ o hxsnﬁx-

thers; andl his.son occﬂgedthc.sn.mé"posltzon in‘the coud'h'y, andu

clst.ratc, luch his fathcr had formcrly mamtamed He had a.bun-
dant oppmtumtles fur dﬁp!aymg his- zcn] " About fifty years aﬂ.at
the oceurrences I have told you of, there was a robber in this: coun”
try, oneof the maost. daring end cclebrated charncters that evér took
“to the hills. He was formidable not only from his own extrsordi.
nary prowess and the numiber of his band, but from the great. at-
tachment which the people entertained for him, and the protection.
which it was supposed they frequently afforded him.  You know,
sir, that in thosc wild times, e’md in such a wild country as this was
‘then, a robber might ivell be a very popular character, and M Mu-
hon was particularly so: for“he acted herc as a sort of sclf-conati-
tuted arbiter between the nch .and poor; and thou'rh he made sad
havoc among the, possossmns  of the great, he saved many a wretch-
ed f.nmxly from want and’ ruin.. The country, you must know, is

that he was a-yery. notorious and despcrate outlaw; but there wasa-
secret concerning liim among the peop]c, and it is probublet!fe
their knowledge of his origin and-history increased the influence he
possessed among them. ‘There is'a wild district off to the west
here, which was at this time very thinly inbabited. You might
travel for miles and miles without meeting an acré of cultivated
land; and it was at 2 place called The Rocks, a beautiful spot it is,
the heart of this wild region, that the banditti had their retreat, [t
was a regular little community. "The robbers. lived sthere, with
their wives and children,- beyond the reach of the law, and enjuy-
ing an abundance of everﬁhing the country could aflord. - Lhey:
drove the cattle, levied money, and did everything, in fact, ss if
their leader's fumily were still the lords of Ferney. N ugent was
one of those thatsuflered most from their incursions ; and as nctlw-
“as he was for their suppression, and ne man could be.more 50, i.hcy
bafled him in all his efforts, N’Mahon had constant intelligenc:
of whatever concerned his safety,. e was always awaro of Nu.
gent's movements, and scemed to care as little for him and his dra-
zoons as he would for a party of . village schoolboys. - They wen:
on in this way for years, M'Mabon, in fact, held the country ; and
with the trifling aid wkich could be afforded them by government'

-the magistrates found it was 1mposslble to think of dxslodgmg him,

They. agreed, at lzst, that they had nothing for it, butto tryang
make some sort of terms with him, and prevent him, by fuir means, -
from bLarrying the country n the way in which he was domg.

Now, sir, this is the truth, Lassure you, though you seexlr‘x to doubit
it.. ‘ R‘{’

(I cermmly did suspect my lnstormn of romancmg affittle -~ but

~He ne-- ¢

himself very active in the suppression of those rnppz\rce bands thut 0
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