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sotion to an unwillingness to intrade -on
* papal rights” There was, however, a feeling
that the Episcopal Churches in Europe ought
all to be under the control of the English
Ohurch, which has its chspels in many cities,
erbaps in every city where American chapels
Esve.v been establizhed. Some.are clearly of
- opinion that it is bad in theory and ip practice
to bavo two reparatp, distinot Episopal Churches
on the Coatinent, whioch two are in reality one.
Undoubtedly this feeling had far more to do
with the action of the Convention than * super-
stition” as to ‘* papal rights."—Soutkern Churck-

man.

Tar Committee of the Genen;l Convention
on the State of the P, E. Church in the T, 8,
reported the following statistios :—

Number of 4100086B...ccccvrrensensss 51
Missionary Jurisdiotions........ 14
Bishops and Asst., Bishops......... - 69
Priesth soceseesterssseraricanersineinaens 3,632

3:0
4021
431
1.396

DEBCOIB .verrsersrsesssrssssanirasansess
Total 0lergy..ecvcssrisesssarmsnsiareas
. QOandidates for Holy Ocders.......
Ley Roaderfecueeecsiiesee veerareneen

Commonicants...corinieeereserensens 488 167
I DCIeRABO.ceesesnorvarsersassnsresensosas €3 743
Church Buildings......... eerererennes - 3794
Obapels and Missions....ceceeersesse 1,983
AcBAOMIBE .oicer veririsiiisaireacsinons 149
Colleges...ceearrrenninairinanniranineses 15
Theologioal Bohools....eeeveesereness 19
Orphanagen....... ... veentaerresannes . 49
HOM 08 ssererenreccrrinnrisonines 60

Hospitalb.upensesaresaninnnienineens b7
Total OForinge..crsereinisirneens $33,316,5 4 44
Tnorease of Offeringa over 86.... 82,633,462.16

Buplisme,.ceecuirenerersrisiinanieans 171700
INCTEBEO..crse.vrerrsronrristonsassassses 16 2476
Confirmations.....cc.eeenis verenersees 112.783
100TORIO. vverensrsesrinssrnnes 19 784

MarriggeB.. e escnisiisaninataiine 46 668

Barials,eeeier snivinennaa 91.114
Sunday School Teachers.......... 40 120
Bunday Sobool Scholare.....c.ueiee 383,428
Parish Bohools.eivcirscanniinanien, 134
Teachers..cccerevianirerinaianns 686

Papils. uvneiiicniiin, 10,389
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THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION,

BY BEV. J, R, WESBT, M, A,
YIOAR OF WRAWBY,

The dootrine of the Apostolic Snccession is
one of tho most fandamental of all Church
principles.

For if it be acknowledged that the Christian

" ministry is a Divine institution, and that it
forms an essential part of tho constitution of
the Charch, then it is plain to see that a ques
tion which touches the very existence of that
ministry amongst us cannot be a question of
light importance.

Now that the Christisn minietry is a Divine
institntion, appointed by the Head of the
Church Himself for the most essential purposes,

~ one or more passages of Holy Soripture may be
sufficient to show. i

It is written in Ephes. iv. 8-15, tbat when
onr Lord Jesus Christ ascended up on high, and
received all power in heaven and earth, to be

the Head of the Church, * He gave some apos-
tles, and some prophets, and some evapgelists,
and some pastors and toachers, for the perfect-
ing of the saints, for the work of the ministry.
for tho cdifying of the body of Christ.”

The gift of the Christian ministry upon esrth
is thus closely connected with the power that
our Saviour received in His Ascension, beingin

- faot the firal exercise of that power,
The same truth we also learn from St. Matt.

xxviii, 18, ““All power- s g‘i've'n""u‘nto “Me i

‘heaven &nd earth”; ¢@o ye, therefore, and
teach all nations.”

Hero our Saviour makes
this original commission, which was given to
the eleven, fo depend on the power that was
then given to Himself to be Head over all
things to the Church. (Compare also Eph.'i.
20 to end.)

The Christisn ministry is therefore a3 much
a Divine gift as the Bible, or the Sacraments,
or tho Church, Itforms an eesential part of
the constitution of the Church, as indeed the
parposes for which it is instituted are alike
necessary in all génerations, '

A society in which there id no such ministry
oantot be a properly constituted branch of the

Churoh at all. -

Now, all this being generally granted and
aéted upon by all who oall themselves Ohris-
tians, it next becomes & guestion, How i3 the
Christian ministry to he banded down from one
generation to another? By what method may:
& person obtain the sacred office of & minister
in the Church of Cbrist? Who has proper
powor to ordain porsons to the Christian min-
istry ? Did the holy Apostles take any mes.
gures to secure a continual succession of min-
isters in the Churoh?

1. To aoswer these questions, let s first of
all consider thig point, ‘‘ Muy any one at his
own pleasure take upon himself the ssored of-
fice P’

To this all will probably auswer No,

Fow will be found 8o ill-informed as to ven-
ture to say that any ope who plesses may
take upon himself the epiritual office of & min-
ister of Christ. For then even that elementary
precopt of Scriptare could not be fulfilled —
¢ Lot all things be done decently and in order.”
There would be nothing but confusion and dis-
order in the Church. Then every parent might
baptize his own children, and &ve y ono might
give tho other Sacrament to himself or his
peighbor. Then, too, bow could we *obey
those that areset over us in the Lord"”? (Heb.
xiii, 17) There would be as much disorder
and confusion in the Church as there would be
in the State if every one were to take upon
bimself, at his own pleasare, the office of a
magistiate or of & judge.

Bosides, Holy Scripture is very express on
this point. How many examples are there in
the Old Testament in which God visited with
signal punishment those who presumed to take
upon themselves sacred offices ? Such as Korah
and his company, Uzzah, Uteziah, and Jero-
boam,

And in the New Testament we observe the
same prinoiple maintained in various ways,
« Byen Christ Himself glorified not Rimself to
be made & high priest” (Heb.v.5). And 8t.
Panl adds: ** No man taketh this honor unto
himself, but he that is called of God, as was
Aaron.” Asron received a call from God at the
hands of Moses when he consecrated him to the
Jewish priesthood. And the ministry of the
Gospel 18 of far higher power and glory than
that of the law (2 Cor, iii. 9) So that if the
less glorious office might not be taken upon
himself by any one at his own will, much more
unlawful ie it to take upon oneself the greater
office. : :

However well qualified, then, an individual
may be to discharge the sacred duties of the
ministry, yet this gives him no authority to
act us & minister of Christ. i

If a man is well qualified for the office of a
magistrate or of 8 judge, yet he has no power
to do the aots of those offices until he has re.
ceived a commission from thesovereign, . If.of
his own accord he undertook those offloes, his
aots would be entirely without power or aa-
thority ; people might obey him or not, just as
they plessed. In like manuner, that a person
may become a true and lawful minister of tha
Churob of Christ, he raust not take the office
upon himself, however great his own personal
quslifications for it may be, but he muat re-

‘céive & commission, in some way or other,
from the Divine Head of the Church ;. he must
‘be publicly oalied of God, he must receive the
g:ored office from such as have power to give
it.

In short, no person who serionsly covsults
either his own common sense or the Holy
Soriptures, oan ever doubt for a8 moment that
it is wrong for people to take upon themselves,
any one at his own pleasure, the honor of min-
iatering in sacred offices in the Church of
Christ. The ofice must be conferred upon
them by such persons as have the proper power
to doso, All who call themselves Christians
will probably agree to thia.

IL. We come now, therefore, to the principal
'‘dodtrine of this tract,

8ince it is not lawful for every one to assume
to himeelf the offlos of 8 minister for Christ, the
gnestion now is, Who has power to confer that.
aoffice ? '

- Can any one at his pleasure give the sacred

office to another? Can the eight prinoipal
tradesmen of this parish lay their hsnds on
you and ordain you to the minisiry of Christ ¢
Can & man, or any company of men, give that
which they have not reoeived ?

If a congregation of Diseenters should wish
to have & person ordained, do they ask three
or four of the members of the congregation to
ordain bim? Do they not send for two or
three pastors who have been already ordained
in their way, to do what they want? ’

Burely all must acknowledge this, that the
farmer, the bricklayer and the shoemaker, can-
not lay their hands on their neighbor, the mil-
ler, and make him & true snd lawfal minister of
the Church of Christ. They might with just
as much propriety pretend to confer’upon bim
the office of & judge or king. For the honor and
the power of & minister of Christ is greater
than all the honora and powers of the offices of
the kingdoms of this world, ‘

Neither oan the supreme temporal ruler con-
fer tho saored office of the Christian ministry
on whomsoever he pleaces. For to have power
in the kingdom of this world gives & man no
gpiritual anthority in the kingdom of Christ.

Bat let this point also be decided by an ap-
peal to the Holy Seripture, ‘

Is there any oue single example in which the
saored office of the Chriatian ministry was ocon-
ferred on others by persons who had not them-
selves been before ordained to that offise, and
specially gifted with the spiritusl power of ur-
daining others? S

Can you produce one single case in the New
Testament in which the people have made
their own ministers ?

This method gf conferring Holy Orders name-
ly by such ae have not received Holy Orders
themselves, cannot be defendsd for one mo-
ment, at lesst by those who would be guided
by what they find in the Holy Scriptures.

Agsinst what, if not against this praotice,
does 3t. Paul so strongly speak when he writes :
“The time will como wheun they will ot en-
dure sound dootrine; bat after their own lusta
shall they heap to themselves teachers having
itohing ears” (2 Tim, iv. 3).

We msy well then conolude both that a man
cannot take unto himself at his own will the
office of 8 minister for Christ ; and also that
the office cannot be conferred by any man, or ..
company of men, at their pleasure, but only by
such a8 have themeelves been ordained and
empowered to ordain others, Or to spesk in
other words, there muat be a regular succession
of some kind. This conclnsion cannot be
avoided by any one who examines the subject
serionsly.

From the simplest vonsiderations of common
sense, or from anappeal to the New Testament,
it equally follows that in the Christian min-
istry there must be a regnlar szocession.

For to sum up all that has been said, if either
any individual who plesses may assume uuto
himself the sacred office; or, if any person or



