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Vorume XIII., No. 46.]

TORONTO, CANADA, THURSDﬁAY. JUNE 13, 1850.

BIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT

oF

e Incorporated Church Society of the Diocese of Toronto.

Presented at the Annual Meeting at Toronto, held on
Wednesday, June 5th, 1850.

Tue continued prosperity of the Society, whose eighth Anni-
versary we have met to commemorate, whilst it serves to keep be-
fore us our infinite indebtedness to the Divine Head of the Churqh,
may remind us also of the reflection expressed with insEired wis-

om in the familiar words of the Royal Psalmist,—¢ Behold, how

%?::&nd how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unitz.”
le advantage of confederation, even for secular purposes, has
Passed into a proverb; but the strength which union gives is never
50 apparent as when it assumes the form of Church fellowship;
When its object is the highest object that immortal beings can have
In view,—to spread the Gospel of Christ in the communion of that
bhurch in which ¢ the Lord hath commanded the blessing, even
fe for evermore.” Union for this purpose—a purpose which is
one and the same with the commission of the Church—is somethin
Ware than expediency, and it i> vn Ligher grounds than those o
an foresight, energy, and skill, that success may be confidently
eXpected. Itis because the designs of this religious and charitable
“orporation fall in, as we believe, with God’s revealed plans for the
Conversion and salvation of sinners, that we feel ourselves entitled to
take comfort from all the commendations in Holy Seriptare pro-
Nounced upon, and all the promises made to, that happy state when
“Dbelievers are of one heart and of one soul,”—inspired witha com-
mon ardour in one great enterprise, and, with common cordiality
and zeal, contributing of their worldly substance to promote it.
Surely, then, it is not exceeding the bounds of a pious and rational
trust in Divine Providence, to devoutly apply to our own under-
taking the Psalmist’s significant metaphor, and to express our
Cuviction that upon that undertaking—so long as it shall be con-
Ceived in faith and nurtured with prayer—God’s grace will come
own, “as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended npon
@ mountains of Zion,”—to refresh, fertilise, and adorn,—invited
¥ our unity, and, at the same time, renewing its strength and ex-
Panding its affections. .

It is fruitless, however, to eulogize the Institutions of the
hurch, or even to set ourselves about working them out, unless
%e study to do all in the spirit of the Church. It is the Church
“hich we are labouring to build up, and the Church herself, under
e Divine Head, has both furnished us with the materials which
We are to use, and instructed us as to the manner in which we are
% use them. For this reason, because our efficiency depends so
Much upon our conformity with the principles and even with the
Machinery of the Church, it is a matter of congratulation that, dur-
Wg the past year, increased attention has been given to the Paro-
thial subdivision of labour, in the formation of Parochial Commit-
Res. The organization of these Committees in Toronto was noticed
I last year’s Report, and in this City the most beneficial results
ave accrued from them. Since that time the same course has
een pursued in various Parishes in the Home District and else-
Where, This we must regard as a most judicious movement. to-
Wards fully carrying out the Constitution of the Society, and it is
oped that no long period will elapse before a Parochial Committee
48 been similarly established in every Parish or Mission within
the Diocese. The wisdom of the Church’s Parochial system has
een proved by the experience of centuries, and it is certain that
there is nothing on which we could depend for doing the work of |
the Church with the same regularity,—the same even, steady, and
Constantly-growing efficiency. We wish, therefore, to enlist the
Wl yigour of this admirable system in behalf of the Church Society
{0 the greatest possible extent of which the eircumstances of the
iocese will admit. It is not saying too much to affirm that the
hureh, except in a position purely and entirely Missionary, could
Mot prosper without it; and every one must feel that the Societies
9f the Church will thrive just in proportion as they contain those
Wtegral elements of spiritual life and power which are essential to
the Clhurch itself. It isa great point gained when we can bring a
rother-churchman to say :—¢ This Parochia! Asssciation com-
0253 ilself to my affectionate support as a Parishioner. I do not
feel myself any more at liberty to neglect this object, than [ am to
Neglect the Church in which I worship. Included within the.hmlgs
assigned to my Pastor as his particular cure of souls, I consider it
2 duty to frequent that House of God in which he has ’ogen ap-
Pointed to minister ; and, on the same principle of Parochial com-
munion, I hold myself bound to sustain, to the utmost of my ability,
Such a Parochial Institution as this Branch of the Chureh Society
claims to be: to both of these duties I am pledged as a Christian
Man, and both, with God’s help, I am resolved to perform.” This,
It is true, may be considered as taking low ground, since, in the
Yosom of a Church which holds fast to the glorious title ¢ Catholic,”
it is appealing to mere local sympathies, and working upon local
Interests; but local attachments are censurable only when they are
Carried to excess and become selfishi; when they check or extinguish
our solicitude for other portions of the Church Cathglic, and hir!der .
Us from compassionating, as we ought to do, the destitute and alien-
ated condition of the world at large.

The present is the first Anniversary of the Society at which
our venerable Diocesan has not presided. If His Lordship’s ab-
Sence were caused by any personal affliction or calamity it would,
indeed, be a subject for deep regret, and the * garment of praise,”
Which God’s unmerited mercies have allowed us to put on, would

e superseded by a “spirit of heaviness.” But, when we consider
the importance of the mission which has deprived us of his presence
on this occasion, and taken him to England; when we have the
gratification of remembering that he parted from us in good health
and spirits, fully strengthened, as we believe, for his arduous un-
dertaking; and since welcome tidings have reached us of his safe
arrival in our Mother land, and of the promising first-fruits of what
We hope will be an abundant harvest of :Christian offerings,—we
feel that, under these circumstances, we can be reconciled to his
absence, and cheerfully resign him to the gracious keeping of that
God ““whose he is, and whom he serves.” We have not forgotten,
moreover, that his present exertions are devoted to one of the
objects contemplated in the Constitution of this Society, viz, *“the
encouragement of education in conformity with the principles of
the Church.,” His Lordship, it is true, has not invited the Cburch
Society to make any movement in the enterprise which is now en-
gaging his attention; but, on the contrary, has commenced, and
I8 pursuing, that enterprise throggh means which are quite distinet
from the Society’s operations. The Society, however, cannot but
be deeply interested in the efforts which thejr venerable and be-
loved President is now making at Home,-—ef?'orts which have'.: been
prompted by a spirit peculiarly zealous and intrepid, apd will, we
trust, secure to the Church in this Diocese-the equitable right and
privilege of training the minds of her own youth to the pursuit and
acquisition of human learning in the way which is most consistent
with her own principles, and most conducive to the well-being, both
temporal and eternal, of her children.

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE.

The following is a brief statement of the Society’s income for
the past year:—
Receipts of the Society for the year ending 3]st March, 1850, (not

including monies received on trust and sales in

Depository) wueueeiisiseisoiseivesssnaissscaisass £1588 9 91

he income of the several District

Branches has amounted to...... £1942 4 8
From which deduct the sum remitted

to the Parent Society ..o..c..... 467 18 9
—— £1474 5 11
Total Receipts of the Society and District Branches

for the year ending 31st March, 1850 .......... £3062 15 8}

From this statement, compared with that of last year, it appears
that there has been a falling off in the Income of the Parent So-
ciety of £37€15s. 8d; but on the total receipts of the Society,
including Branches, there has been an aggregate increase of
£269 1s. 0d.

THE ANNUAL SERMONS.

Only three Sermons have been preached during the year on

behalf of the special objects provided for by the 19th Article of the
Constitution.

The Collection for Missions made in May, 1849,

B0 158 BIebIOnS ... o\ urpssibvaiisonssnssnssaspapsane , SANE. B B
For the Widows and Orphans’ Fund made in August
1849; at 167 Stationsiiseeseoesscsseiseansasssincaies £321' 15 53

For the Bishop’s Students’ Fund made in Febry.

1850, Wt TTL BEatiGha cesacevassssonessrborssonsenns BIDD 4 Ak
DEPOSITORY.

The issues from the Depository, including grants of books to

the value of £50 13s. 6d., have amounted to £916 Is. 13d., which

is £102 13s. 1d. less than last year. This decrease has arisen from

the fact, that the books purchased for the Depository during the
year, have been to a mneh lass amannt than fammonly.

PROPERTY INVESTED IN STOCK.

The sum of £90 16s. 104d. has been paid on instalments upon
Building Society Stock held on behalf of the Widows and Orphans’
Fund. The sum of £26 17s. 6d. was paid as a first instalment on
lands in Ameliasburgh, and £2 10s. 0d. on lands held for the benefit
of Students in Divinity. A call was made by the British America
Fire and Life Assurance Company, upon which the Society paid
£125, which has been charged to the temporary investment fund.

DISTRICT BRANCHES.

From most of the District Branches, during the past year,
favorable reports have been received. The District Branches are
now eleven in number,—the Eastern District Branch, which for-
merly comprehended the Eastern, Johnstown, Bathurst, and Dal-
housie Districts, having dissolyed itself, and assumed a different
organization in two separate District Branches, under the names
and titles respectively of the Johnstown Deanery District Branch,
and the Bathurst Deanery District Branch,—the limits of each of
these Branches corresponding with the territorial divisions of the
respective Deaneries.

The District Branches, as at present constituted, are, there-
fore, as before stated, eleven in number :—

1. Newecastle, 7. Gore and Wellington,
Midland and Victoria,

2. 8. London, Western and Huron,
3. Prince Edward, 9. Brock,

4. Johnstown Deanery, 10. Talbot,

5. Bathurst Deanery, 11. Colborne,

6. Niagara,

Newcastle Dastrict.

It is most satisfactory to be able to state that the operation of
this active Branch continues still as vigorous and efficient as ever.
Notwithstanding the severe commercial depression from which the
country, at large, has been suffering, the Managing Committee
report a considerable increase in the revenues of this District
Branch during the past year, and we are rejoiced to receive from
them the assurance that there are good reasons for believing that
this increase will be progressive. Meetings in behalf of the So-
ciety have been held in the folllowing places, viz +—Darlington,
Cartwright, Manvers, Cavan, Port Hope, Seymour, Percy, Col-

| borne, Grafton, and Cobourg. Since the last Annual Meeting,

the Townships of Seymour and Percy have received the benefit of
a resident clergyman ; and the Reverend C. Bower is now engaged
in extending the ministrations of the Church in those parts. In
the Township of Seymour, an effort has been auspiciously com-

menced to accompiish the erection of a Chureh, the sum of £65
having been subscribed at a prenminary meeting neia with reier-

ence to this object.. The parishioners of Grafton have made a most
laudable demonstration of Christian zeal, in procuring a Parsonage-
house for their Minister, at an expense which, when we take into
account the circumstances of the Parish, must be deemed consider-
able. There are now in connection with this Branch, twelve
Parochial Committees, whose united income for the past year is
£176 4s. 8d., which exhibits an increase over the previous year of
£43 19s. 4d., and is alarger amount than was ever before raised
within the District for this purpose.

Midland and Victoria District.

This Branch is still enabled to maintain its engagement with
its Travelling Missionary, and its annual grant of £50 to the
Pittsburg Mission. The income of the Parochial Associations of
the Midland District has amounted this year to £18] 8s. 0d., which
is somewhat more than was received during the previous year.—
We are sorry, however, to see it recorded that the expenditure dur-
ing the last fifteen months has exceeded the receipts ; but we doubt
not that strenuous measures will be promptly adopted to provide
against the recurrence of such a deficiency, and to extend the use-
fulness of this valuable Branch. In the Parish of Napanee a good
spirit was evinced by the laity at the Annual Meeting of the Paro-
chial Association, but from having undertaken the support of a
Clergyman for the Parish this year, they are unable, and will be
for some time, to contribute towards the general fum'is‘ of the So-
ciety. 1Inthe Mohawk Mission (hitherto connected with Napanee,)
the Annual Meeting was numerously attended;-and was rendered
particularly interesting by addresses and remarks delivered by the
Catechist and one of the Churchwardens, in their own language.—
A debt on a church erected for the white settlers in the interior of
the Township of Tyendenaga precludes the Association therein
established from contributing to the general objects of the Seciety.
Daring the past year £25 has been contributed towards its liqui-
dation. ;

Prince Edward District.

In Marysburgh the members of the Church have subscribed
amongst themselves £50 sterling, together with the rent of a Par-
sonage House, in order to procure a resident minister among them.
The income of the Parochial Associations amounts to £13 0s. 0d.

Johnstown Deanery District Branch.

1t is to be regretted that, during the past year, there has been
a falling off in the income of this very efficient Branch of the So-
ciety. The total amount last year was £432 13s. 04d.; the amount
reported this year is only £321 16s. 3., being less than the previous
year by £101 16s. 9d. To a small extent this can'be accounted
for by the division of the Fastern Branch which has been alread
noticed. The plan of a visiting Committee, which has been found
so advantageous in other quarters, will be adopted here * to stir up
the congregations to greater zeal in the cause of the Church.”—
There are to be for the future two Travelling Missionaries in the
Johnstown' District.

 Bathurst Deanery District Branch.

The income from this Branch during the past year has been
£51 0s. 0d.

Niagara District.

Public Parochial Meetings have been held at various places
in this District with great advantage. The income of the past year
is £357 18s. 4d., exceeding that of the previous year by the con-
siderable sum of £75 16s. 6d. This increase has been realized, as

the Managing Committee state, under circumstances peculiarly ad-
verse to the Society’s progress.

Gore and Wellington District.

The accounts of this active and flourishing Branch are in a
most satisfactory state,” and shew that its vigour is not only unim-
aired, but steadily increasing. During the past year this Branch
as been enabled to achieve the comparatively large revenue of
£371, being £38 more than that of the former year. Public meet-
ings—numerously attended, and evincing, what it is particularl{ en-
couraging to observe, a warm interest on the part of the laity, have

[Wuore Numser, DCLXXV.

——

have been held in the following Parishes,~Galt, Paris, Brantford,
Ancaster, Dundas, Saltfleet, Wellington Square, Elora, and Guelph.
These public Parochial Meetings seem to have had an excellent
effect in rousing to active zeal and exertion wheresoever they have
been tried.

London, Western and Huron Districts.

The only general Report which has, up to this time, come to
hand, is that of the Western District Branch. Remittances have
bffel.l received from the following Parochial Associations,—Sand-
wich, Ambherstburg, Moore, Warwick, Adelaide, Goderich, and
Ingersol. From the town of London we have not yet heard ;_so
that as the revenue of these three Districts we are only able, at
present, to announce the sum of £80 0s. 0d. In consequence
of local difficulties a Parochial Association has been only
very recently 'es_tal)lished in Sandwich; but its first effort has

een very promising,—the respectable income of £25 having been
realized duging the past year.
Brock District.

The Income for the past year is £80 19s. 2d. There is no

Travelling Missionary at present in this District; but in the Dis-

ultuve v 3o awpwacca % . . i
thenext Uneheetion, | This Branah has b iherantenilbs Sunpisd s
surer of the Parent Society by far the greater proportion of all
their Collections.
Taibot District.
From this quarter no report has been received.
Colborne Dristrict.
No Report received.
Home and Simcoe Districts.

The contributions appear to have been more limited than they
were last year, in regard to the number of Parishes and Stations
which have taken part in the maintenance of the Society. The
whole amount reported, exclusive of the City of Toronto, is £159
18s. 24d. which is thus distributed :

Thornhill............ £25 0 0 |Etobicoke ......... 610 0
Scarboro’ w........... 17 17 931 |Newmatket .coeeeee. 1 7 6
Baffie Jictucccvennee 20 0 0 [Holtoh was s " $H0"8
Lloydtown e i 180 -0 | Tuoishili.. o0 convanses 1.7 6
Tecumseth and W. Mono ..... eer. . 230 7%

Gwillimsbury ... 24 11 4} Orillia .... sasy 12 Qs 4B
Georgina w.oeeceeesss 7 1 3 | Penetanguishene .. 7 17 4}
Westont ' .,...oieee IF 19 43

In the flourishing Mission of Newmarket a Parochial Associa-
tion has not yet been organized, owing to great difficulties which
are giving way, but which it will take time to surmount. Mean-
while Jocal matters of great importance have engrossed the Church
in this quarter, and various local enterprises for the benefit of the
Church have been commenced, and are being carried on at con-
siderable expense. A Parochial Association will be formed, it is
hoped, before the close of the year.

City of" Toronto.

The formation of Parochial Committees was noticed in last
year's Report. It is highly satisfactory to observe that they still
continue to work most beneficially for the interests of the Church
in this growing city. Through their instrumentality the claims of
the Society are brought home to a larger number and, for the most
part, with greater force than heretofore :—with greater force, be-
cause local interests and predilections will always have a stronger
hold on men’s hearts at large, than those which are general and more
remote.  We must believe, therefore, that this measure is likely to
promote very effectually the welfare of the Church in this City, al-
though an unavoidable result has been a material diminution of the
Society’s Fund for general purposes.

(It would be inconvenient, on this occasion, to enter into the

details of eealy Parnchial Comsuivees s S ol s el Reatileiin Sy
the printed ﬁeport,, When ieowed fu its usual form.)

This sketch, brief and summary though it be, of the Society’s
opera‘ions during the past year will suffice to show that they have
not been unfruitful. For whatsoever success has attended our
labours of love and ventures of faith in this holy work, let all the
praise be aseribed to Him whose approval is our highest ambition,
and His grace our only availing support.

In the events of the period which has been under review, we
are called upon to observe that varied sceneof blessing and trial
which is so often exhibited in God’s dispensations towards indi-
vidual Christians, and is, doubtless, the only economy suited to the
development of all the graces of the Christian character and life.
The Society has to mourn the loss by death of three of its officers,—
two of its Vice-Presidents, and its late lamented Secretary. The
Honourable Mr. Justice Sherwood—Joint Treasurer with the
Honourable Mr. Chief Justice Robinson, for the Society for the
Propagntion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, in this Diocese,—and
the Honourable Captain Boswell, after long and useful lives spent
for the most part in different spheres of public duty, were very re-
cently gathered to their fathers, both in a ripe old age,—the one
having reached the age of 73, the other that of 80 years,—an un-
usual term of existence, indeed, compared with the general brevity
of human life.

Our late deeply lamented Secretary, the Reverend William
Honeywood Ripley, B.A., was removed at a much earlier period
of his’life, to his reward and rest.  Endowed witha peculiarly clear
perception of Gospel truth, and a warm-hearted attachment to it;
observing unwearied diligence in the discharge of varied and one-
rous duties, keenly alive to the responsibilities of his ministerial
calling, and devoted to the advancement of Christ’s kingdom upon
earth,—he was a man of whom it may be most truly said, that not
only were his services advantagcous to the Society; but his very
character was a treasure to it. In the Chancel of the Church, in
which literally ¢ without money and without price,” from his Or-
dination to his death, he dispensed to his loving Parishioners the
Word and Bread of Life, an interesting Tablet has been erected
by the flock whom he so faithfully fed, attesting their estimation
of their former Pastor’s worth; and in the hearts of Churchmen in
this Diacese, and wheresoever he was known, his memory will be
enshrined for many generations. *

The Society has also to deplore the decease, since its last An-

nual Meeting, of two other Clergymen in this Diocese,—the Rev.
G. C. Barrett, and the Rev. Job Deacon.

It is no more than an act of filial affection, and an act which
we most cordially perform, to record our thankfulness to Almighty
God for the continued prosperity of the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,—a Society which, with marked
munificence, has expended upon this Diocese a very large portion
of its funds, and has, for so many years, fostered our young and
struggling church with a parent’s tenderness and care. It is like-
wise satisfactory to be able to repeat the announcement, that the
sister Diocesan Societies in British North America are most un-
doubtedly Proceeding onwards in an useful and prosperous course.

When we tgke into consideration the moral renewal which men
must undergo, before ““the kingdoms of this world become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ,” the mind is apt to recoil
from the vastness of this idea; and what little we can do towards

* Eatracts from the Minutes of The Church Society of the Diocese of Toronto :

“The Society met on Wednesday, the 24th day of October, 1849, having been
convened, by order of the Lord Bishop, to attend the funeral of the late Rev. W. H.
Ripley, Secretary,

“The Members of*the Society present proceeded to the late residence of the Rev.
W. H. Ripley, deceased, to attend his funeral.

*“The Society met on Wednesday, the 7th day of November, 1849.

“The Lorp Bismop in the Chair.

“ After the usual prayers the Lord Bishop announced that it had pleased Almighty
God to remove by death the Rev. W. H. Ripley, Secretary to the Society, when, on
the recommendation of the Standing Committee, it was

“ Resolved,~That the Church Society of the Diocese of Toronlo desires to record
its profound sense of the loss which it has svstained in the recent decease of the Rev'd
William Honeywood Ripley, B.A.; and that, whilst the community at large will doubt-
less ever hold in grateful memory his many zealous and disinterested Christian labours,
this Society will never eease to feel that, to his untiring exertions, and able and watch-
ful management during the six years of his tenure of the office of Secretary, it is, under
God, indebted for much of its usefulness and success.”

N~

the preparation of the earth for the universal diffusion and final
supremacy of the Gospel, appears extremely small. But in the
designs of that Infinite God, whose thoughts as to little and great
are not as our thoughts, the efforts and the prayers of the humblest
and poorest. have their allotted proportion and place. More espe-
cially, in the kingdom which has sprung from a beginning small as
the grain of mustard-seed, ¢ the day of small things” is not to be
despised. - Little as we can do, God requires us to ﬁ:'wbat we can.
Let us, then, individually, put to our consciences the question,—
“Am I duly impressed with the solemnity and importance of this
holy work ? " Have I, to the utmost of my ability, exerted myself
to carry it on ?”  Aund, if it should appear that we have failed in
aught, may God give us grace to see our deficiency in its proper
light, and to make it up for the time to come. The arrangements
through which the Church Society works are various; but let us
bear in mind that, like converging rays of light, they all tend to
the focus of one grand design,—to win souls to Christ. This con-
sidered, what weight or value is there in all the poor dust which we
can throw into the balance, when set against the aimost infinite
significance of that one word,—Salvation : _salvation, ¢n the Church,
by Shdloodgf. the Jngarnate Son of God! And what are all the
the Chureh, in which we all hope to share, when she shall §tina$
without spot or wrinkle, before the Throne of God and in the pre=
sence of her Redeemer and her Spouse !

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CHURCH SOCIETY.

In moving the third Resolution, at the Annual Meeting of the S ciety, held on the
5th instant, the Rev. James Beaven, D.D., spoke to the following effeet:——

When this motion was put into ny hands a short time sioce, upon a brief reflec-
tion on its contents, [ pereeived that, to support it in a suitable manner, would be for
me, in-my peculiar position, a task of great delicacy and no small gravity. I felt thag
no one could snpport it aright without adverting to the cause of that absence of our
venerable Bishop from our meeting ¢f to-day, on which the motion is founded, and of
thosé lahours the fruit of which we desire to see; nay, more, withont sympathizing
with them, and expressing that sympathy in the most open and cordial manner, The -
cause of the absence of your Diocesan is well known. Itis well known that it has
been occasioned by a Legislative enactment which has changed the character of the
University of Upper Canada. It is equally certain that this measure has been brought
about under the influence of persims who hold a high place in the Church Society it-
self, and that the visit of the Bishop to England is to redress the evils prodoced
this enactment. It must hence appear clearly how difficult it must be so to treat of the
subject, as not to reflect it in an undesirable manner upon those who work with us in
the objects for which this Society itself is instituted. This difficulty I felt so strongly
that I at first recoiled from the task; but, refiecting that it was a duty which [ had
been requested to perform,—that it might, perhaps, be a shrioking from duty not te
undertake it—knowing that there was no one who, from experience, could epeak from
a deeper sympathy with the ohjects of it,—1I resolved to undertake it, trusting that [
might be endued with wisdom from on high to discharge the oflice aright. The
absence of our venerahle Dioeesan from a general meeting of this Society must at
any time be felt. Without implying any distrust of the respected and able dignitary,
who now presides over us, it is natural for us to desire to have our proceedings
animated and watched over by him whose clear-sighted sazacity originated the So-
ciety, and whose wise and. indefatigable watehfulness and paternal care has, with the
aid of the clergy and laity, brought it on to what it now is, and secvred to it s0.encours
aging a measure of success: and therefore his absence, under almost any circums
stances. must be matter of regret. But when we call to mind the actual eause of the
voyage across the ocean upon which.e has ventured, our regret noust be deepened —
T'here was once an [ostitution in this Province, in which the Church of England (if
she did not fill the plate whick, as the Church of the empire, she bad a right to fill,—if
she had not the undivided control, as in the ancient Universities of England,) had at
least the first place: her doctrines were taught, her worship was celebrated. But the
Institution bas been dismantled; the Church of England has been ¢jected from its wallss
nay, more, all but the barest vestiges of religionitself has been obliterated from it- and
by this'change the Church of England has not only been thrown down from her right«
fal pre-eminence, but has eéven been placed in a position actually inferior to two other
religious eommunities, who have no valid pretensions even to an cqnality with: heri—
I expressmyself thus freely because I cannot believe that any member of the Church
Society can feel other than sorrow and regret that the Church, to support which this
Society has beeu especially constituted, should have sustained so deep an injury. It
cannot be the desire of a member of the Church Society to injure and insult the Church.
If any have concurred in promoting a measure whose effect has been to stigmatize her,
it must have been under the impression of some supposed overwhelming necessity,—for
the purpose of averting some supposed evil, which in their apprebension could not
oherwise be evaded. I have, therefore, no hesitation in speaking thus.in the presence
of the Church Suciety, Nor am I withont actual faets to prove that I am right, I
have the example of His Excellency the Governor Geueral of the British Provinces,
pitvie berchimpamenmrom  Lhis yasesmne Jese . varsed « That, coninaptapersoo. afan

| selfin terms of * most entire and cordial sympathy with the principles and feelings of

those who disapproved of the changes which had been made in the Uni.versily," and,
as was observed by many present, in a portion of his address, spoke in langnage of
unusual eloguence and beauty against the prineiple of the very measure, some of
whose results the ceremonial at which he was present was then commemorating.
But, however, suitable such language way be for others, it may be supposed that
it is unsuitable for me thus to express myself, when, afier these changes, I not only
eontinue to hold office in this altered institution, but assist actively in carrying it on.
Nor am I sorry for this opportunity of explaining my present pf-silinx}. I remain in
the present University fior the present, under a prov':d.un.ual compulsion, not merely
imagined by myself, (for no one could feel more unwilling to submit to it,) but ae«
knowledged and sanctioned by our Diocesan hiugself. Bat I only remain for a while ;
and I look forward with longing to the time, which I trust wiil be very speedy, when
we shall either see some prospect of a removal of the injury done to the Church, or I
myself may, by God’s good providence, be released from my connexion with the ex-
isting Institution. But, on the other baod, it may be said, how can you, who hold
office in that University, express yourself in terms such as you have employed re-
specting it? I answer, that I remain in it, not by my own will, it upon compulsion
and through the acts of others; that, whilst in it 1 do my duty in it and to it faithfally;
that T attend its meetings and take part in its business, and am careful that none shall
say that I obstruet its proceedings; and that [ will continue so to do honestly and to
the best of my ability, But when Uhave so done, I think I have discharged my duty
to it; and I hold anyself at liberty elsewhere to use any propetr language, and to
adopt or support any proper measures for redressing 'the.mjnnes inflicted on the
Chureh (and, in a smallér measure, upon myself,) by ¢jecting her from the Univer-
sity. I retarn now to the subject of this motion, the sympathy we express with our
Diocesan in his labours, and our desire that he may obtain the fruits of them.  Aund
what is higobject? Ttis briefly to secare for Upper Canada an institntion in which
religion as taught by the Church of Lagland shall be united with education, and shall
control and pervade the whole of it And here I am happy to have the support of one
from whom many of us conld have least expeeted it.  When we remember the many
steps whict'have been taken by the polirical party who now rule in England, which
seem to have Tor cheir object the separation of relizion from education, it could scarcely
be expected that we should have the voice of their l_em.ier to the principle that religion
is not to he separated from educition; and yet it is to that very person, it is to
the Prevsier of England that I intend to appeal in support of this very principle.
It wili be in the knowleédge of some at least of those who are present that a mea-
sure has been recently brought into the British House of Commans for esiablishing a
systein of purely secular education at the egpense'of: the nation; for estahlishing _,HA-
tional Schools in all parts of England in which religion shall not be taught. l.t might
have been expected that such a proposition would have been veceived with no disfayour
by Lord John Russell; on the contrary, he opposed himself to it with all the weight
of the Government, and these are the refreshing terms in which he expres:e | himself:
“There still remaived for the House the grave question, whether they were to
declare that schools exelasively secalar ought to be established. Now, it appeared to
him that any system of education merely secular must be a system lumentably defec-
tive.  Nothing, as it appeared to. him, but the most extreme necessity, would ju?ﬁ(y
the establishment of such sehools. by Act of Parliament; that to improve and eultivate
the purely intellectual, or to advance the mere physical condition of mankind, to the total
disregard of the ligher and intmor tal position o{ the human beinz, would frg to establish a
prinéiple which nnf’u'n!z less than the most stringeut and abwlnte_ nec_estlty crful«l at all
Justify or even excuse.” Could we desire tn’}}uvc the greatest ohjectinn we feel to the
present eonstitution of the University of Toronto expressed in mare, just or more
forcible terms? How exeouraging to find such's.vnuulems expressed_ by the Prr'mo
Minister of England! especially at the present crisis, gl}tl at the very time of the vn_llz
of our Bishop o England to obtain redress fur this very evil. - Bat the Premier
does not merely pronounce against the exelusion of religion; he will not. snn_c"ilm
the separation of secular from religious teaching, and he would have all religious
teaching founded on the only infallible record of truth, the Holy Scriptures: for
he thus proceeds: “ He was not prepared to support any measure for imposing a
public rate for the purpose of earrying out any sueh plan of national education,
—any plan by whick religious and. secular education were to be so divided, as that the
reading of the Bible should be separated from the general educatioh of the ghlldren_ of
the poor.”” Now, we cannot re:sonably suppose that the union of secnlar instruction
and of revealed religion is necessary for the poor and net for the prosperans,—is ne-
necessary for the child and mot for the young man. Bat the parties wqu Lord
John Russell was opposing appear to have thought that, although religion were
not taoght in schools, they night contrive to collect together some precepts: of
moral conduct upon  which all should agree, and _thal these might be tanght nd_e-
pendently of religion. One of them expressed himself to this effect.,—that Chris-
tians were agreed upon the broad principles of morality, and ' differed only upon
mysterious questions upon which it was not necessary for.them to decide, and which
had no reference to their conduct; and he thought that secular education would fit
human beings for the due perfermanee of their duties in this world, and thereby pre-
pare them for the next. [This seems to be the principle of those who formed the Uni;
versity of Toronto; for whilst théy exclude religion they retain © Moral Fhilosophy,
nnder the vain notion, apparently, of teaching morality without religion.—Ln. Cu J—
The expression of such sentiments appears to have led Lord John Russell to explain
his own views still farther, and in such a manner as to show that we must not on!y
read the Bible in our schools as a class book, but that we must 'instruct our youth in
certain definite principles of religion. “Ztis a great fault of this mezasury.’ .he savs,
*as it must be of any such measuve, o seek to establish any system of edncation in which
the pupils would not be fully informed of the great und leadiny truths of the Christian re-
ligion.  Moral doctrines lost nine-tenths of their force when they were deprived nf the
weight of religious injunction aud enforcemeng, of the Divine authority and the Divine
sanction, on which eternal welfare or misery depended.” ~These sentiments imply not
merely that the young should read the Bible, and gather their_ potions from it as they
can; but that they shall be definitely and “ fully ” instructed in “the great and lead-
ing traths of the Christian religion.”  And in order so t» do, we must instruct them in
a definite system of doctrinal truth; we must instruct them in it, not as matter of
speculation and variable opinion, bat as truth, as God’s truth; aad thus ‘‘give the
weight of the Divine authority and of the Divine sanction,” to the whole matter of our
instructions. It is upon these prineiples, thus ably enunci ited by the Prime Miunister

of England, that'the Bishop's errand is founded. “He desires to have a University _(or‘
our youth in which religion shall form the basis of all education,—in which religion



