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of tlc printed books in thc British Mluseini from A.D). 1450 to
the prcient tinie, sa>', the end of the year 1878. reprcscnting
atout s.250,000 vols., and comprising bctweecn 2,000,COO
and 3,00,0 ntic-ie. main titles and cross rcfcrences
(Ev. 170,176). 1le considcrcd the work, iiight bc rcady for
printing, Ilin a rouli and rcady way," in twvo years (E v. 197,
&c.), .n iils timc if more force wvcre cnîploy-ed. and that
it wvould takze fi'e >'cars to pnnt. Ail thc witîîcsscs, agrecd
that the prilitilg of thc British Museum Catalogue would bc
highly les-ir-.ble, and the conimittec arc of thc saine opinion.
Mir. Bullen statcd thnt thc subject of printing a catalcguc of
the E nglishi books iii the Muscuiai down to the year 1640
wes now practically beforc the trustees. <Es'. 142-146).

I3. 'lie cnmmiiittec find that at tlîrce différent pcriods the
Catatlogue of the l'riîîted Bo-oks iii the Britisli Muscuniî lias
bccn printed in whole or ini pali-iui 1787. in folio ; in 18 13-
i9. in Svo.; and again in 1841, whlîeî it did flot procced bu-
yond the letter A. The commiiittc arc of opinion that the
grent size of the catalogue affords no argumniit agilîst priuît-
ing it.

I4 l'lie cornrittc recommnend that, bcfore the inquiry iii-
to the cost of printing thc Universal Catalogue is carried tir--
ther, it should bc ascertained if the Goveriiimest would enter-
tain the idea of printing the Catalogue of Uic I>rinted Books
iii the British Muscumi down to the end of the >'car 1878 ini
the clcapcst practical forîxi suitable for use iii ail thc public
libraries lit home, iii our colonies. and abrno<I.

.. . To aid the inquiry, the Society lias caused a speciiîîeni
page to be prepared iii what would probably bc Uic chicap-
est formi duit could bc adopted. A lagrtype would add
gi-catly to, tlîe cost. ineces-sarily large in an>' case. 'lie cata-
logue is to bc uscd like a dictionary, which ks ofientimies print-
cd in a type mucbi lcss distinct Uîan that which it ks sio%
proposcd to emiploy. It ks a work, tc bc useful occasionally.


