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FOREIGN GRAiN MARKETS.

The cereal supply is a question wlîehi
never f'ails te interest the agricutural, as
well as a large part of the mercantile,
coimunity, on bath sides of the Atlantic,
governing, as it largely coes, the natters
of price and outlets for surplus crops.
The varying requiremnents of' continental
Eîur'ope colstitute nn celoeent of' licer-
tainty ; but statistical inquiry is brinîginîg
it wuithin more managcable limits. Amnîg
the niew enterprises te facilitate this iii-
quiry, is the International Seed and Cornil
Marlet of Vienne, whicli wras oponed
sone six weeks ago. Ilerr Devez, head
of onie of the bureaus of the Mifniistry of
Commerce, appeared on behialf of the
minister, and ii an eite'esting speech
cordially gave the endorsenent of the lui.

perial GovernmIent ta the iovenent. A
statistical report w-hich wras read, esti-
mnated the vheat crop of] Huinga-y at 800,-

000 hectolitres (2,270,000 buîshels) below'
average, while the Austrian crop was ex-
pected te siow a surplus of 1,418,910
bushels, leaving a net deticiency for the
Austroungaricnmnarchy of 8ö1,346
bushels. Rerr Wyngart read fi report on

foreigni ivhent c.ops, estimnating a consider-
ale duiciency in, Englad, au a moder-
ate in France and îGermany (excepting
Balvar'ia anîd Saxoniy) il full average in t

Romîîîaania, Swit'zerlandi, Swreden, Norwa-y,
Delmnark andi Noriîthcrnî [taly ; a crop above
average il Bavarii, Saxony, Aîustria anCi
lîssia. Esthuntes wiere pr'eseCnted con Lîis

occasion before an assemnbly of' five thou-
sand ihrm'nîers and grain dealers, represent-
ative statisticians of differlnt colntries.

Eui'ope is naturallyl-a a groupel ilnto two

classes of countriis-produing nd Co-
suming-aiccordinig as they prseit a
surplus or deficiency in theil productions
tomet teir' home demand. 'O hie former,

tuîssial, witl a finle croep in ler southern

provinces, was enablet d to reporit a full
average in spite of a deficit of 70 per cent.
in the smuall' crop of Ie' norîth1ern pro-
vinces. Austr'o-Him'îngary was malted he-
tween fa full averago and 2 per cent.
helow. Rouiainia w'as estimnated at 25
per cent. below average, whicih docs not
agrîe witlh the officiali estillmate of Hlerr

Wyngart, given above. Of fthe conslîning
cointries, Englad wais estimated at 5
pCr cent. 1)elow average, wlereas recent
developments leiave room1 foir conîjoectur'e
that fle deficiency wMlnot be less thani
10 per cent. lnî Gîermaiy, Bavaiia and
Saxonmy hatI agood average harvest, buît
Mecklenbutrg is 20 per cent.belo,P'ussia,
is per cent., Baden 10 per cent., and
W r'tembeg, pcr cent. 'lie southerln

parts Of' Frace show a yieldi about 24
per cent. below average, but the other
portions of the coliuntry show a full average.
Swvitzerland is 10 per cent., Sweden, Nor-
w'ay and Dcnmark 15 per cent., iii the
Netlherlaiilds 30 per cent. below average.

It mnay now be regarded as certain that
Britain. will this wvinîter be dependont
uiponl the principal gr-ain-growin)g countrÙIies
ta supplenent lier ow dtieiencies. It

appears fron latest advices thit tlhere is a
diecrease ofmore tlan 20 per cent. in the
anreae unxider the cultivatioi of wlent.
It is. cacuiilatel tlat 102 millions of
Anarters will represent the produce of the
extent of landi cultivated, cnI Eigland
must look for about 13 million quarters of
faicign grain te meet the year's require-
ments of lier population, while it is muîainly
from Almericni Atlantic ports, Califerinia
and Russinshe cii expect the den ciency te

bemet. Muchinterest,therefore,centres
on the Americai cr-op. The latter doos
lot appear to be turning out uianurage,
landl, ws n. smilai sate of affairs prevails
very generally in Eirope, it seens renson-
ablO to expect the price of wlieat te
advanice in Eiglatnd, Niili inust stimiulate
the export trace froi United States, and

Canladianî ports.

REGUIATION OF WEIG-SCALES.
Tho unw'isdom of allowing people who

havo 110 tioremgli practical knowledge of
)lsilness te omact laws for' the regulation
of iiircanitile affairs, iVthout., at leas,
first holding consultation with those most
interested and exper'ienced, is ailso seen
to some exteit in tlie operation o that
part of the " Act iespcctinig Weiglts aind
Measures ", whicl provicles for the stamp-
ing and rogulation of w'eigi-scales. Tel
evil of the emîpirical school of legislatiors
is tlat they never look beyond proxiniato
causes and immlediate elYects, habitially
regarding oach act as involvinîg but mne
antecednît and one cousequent. In their'
w'ell-mueaninîg efforts to cure specifie evils
they but too ofion. cause collateral ev'ils
tLhey nîever dream t of. Tuliis evon in sucl
al country as England the ohl excise ou
soap had tlie effect of encouraging the use
of canstie wasling.powders, thereby oin-
tailing an immense destruction of clothes.

A pupil of this sehool imust have hadl
somctling ta dla w'ithg tle framinig of the
Weiglts an Measures Act. Tle objeci
souglt to be acquired by the comîpulsory
stIimpinlg of weigh-scales in this country is
ta prevent fraud. Tis is very desirable
but compclling mnanuteturers and denalos
te have cacli scale examndcC and testcd,
and each weight officially stainped before
beinig sold-andO actually torbidding any
such unexaniined ndi unstam-îped scales
te be kept in warcholse, is not, wve fancy,
the imlost practical way to accomîplish the
desired end. It is we'll known toa cin u-
factureîs that the nlice degree of accuracy
with which any scles operateI depencds
nuch an the muanner iii which they
are "set Up." Se much is this the
case that makers of reputation nover
allow the larger icass of secles te be
set up by any but ien experienccd iii
the business. Perpendicularity among
other things is absolutely necessary, as
anybody wio has ever nsed the old-
fashLiond steel-ysrd can testif'y. l this
respect the adoption of' the spirit-level or
plumb attached to the pillar of orîdinary
plattform scles is comiendable. Wc
fancy, however, that by a slight displace-
ment of the screws fastening the double,
rectangular level, this reglittion may be
set at naight. But how, it may be asked,
can these levels be attached te the larger
class of scales whichi have ne pillar ? All
suli scles should we imagine be set up
first in the place where they are te be
used, anti then stamîped, as the expense,
in-any case, will have te be borne by the
consumer, if Ne may apply the terma ; ani
iii order te guarantee such test by the
government inspecter, every dealer should
send iinodiate informatioi of all scales


