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would apply in actuality or nlot. It
makes it easy for the. writer, but it
do"s not .onvlnce the. careful reader.
"Joyce of the. North Woods" is there-
fore a novel that doas not present a
elear background; but the character
cf Joyce ig pretty w.ll drawn. Joyc.i
in thé. dauiter of a luroberman, and
mii. has nevor been "8cuiti," beyond
the, bills thant divide ber world from
tii. great world b.yond. 8h.c marries
a man of St. Angéi, atff for a time
lonada tii. mordid 11f. of a woman of
St. Ang4ý-aordid, exeept for tiie part
that Gasrton, a youing mn, seeking
iie.iti and forgetting lus. past, lias to
play' in it. Tii. development of lier
oiiara.,ter. Along the linr. that her
womaiily instinct Arta, ix tiie beAt part
cf thr. story. In ber case, gond seerna
to coame out of evil, or, at lesaqt, to
follow evil. 8h. ix abandoned by lier
hlisbnd.i Thon Riie goos te C0asfion,
and in deflane.e .ven of the social de-
mnan(Iqofqt.Angé, livPswith iùn un-
til tii. obstacles to their marriage
are r0moved. (Toronto: TPhe Mumon
Bock Company. Clotii, *1.25).

O ýNE of tii. saddest features o! a war
ia that it is followed by a dluge

cf fiction, in whlch its campaigns play
a more-or-eu important part. Tii.
Civil War in tiie United States la
burningz yet in novels, whPe a hero cf
thie Bliie weds a heroine, of tiie Gray,
aftFr years of vicissitude. The, Boer
War bas afforded an excuse for Southi
African romanre, whicb la hardly
realisePd as yet, In the story, "Forged
in Strong Firesq," the. writer, John
Ironffde, tells a decidedly readable
tale o! tii. stormy day. in tiiat part
of tii. Britishi Empire. The. flrst
acene of almoqt pastoral peace, wiier.
thi. botter class of Engliali and Duteh
settiers enjoy pienie and dance, la i
yvld contrast to the, horrors whicli
follow. Two women--or, rather, girls
-appear te dominate the story and
one iiardly kuows wiiom to ad-mire
tue more-Noeni., the. practical and
matter-of-fat, wio, proves such a

tower cf strength te ber mother, and
the. ielpless cnes wlio have been sent
to England-or Joyjce, with lier won-
derful inuighit and loyalty, who re-
mains to face the. storm in South
Africa. While there is nothing r.-
markable about the. writer's style, the
uncanny toucli in .Toyca's comprelien-
sion and control. of the. African nature
lendsans unuisualuesa whicli make.
tie, narrative more memorable than
the, average war story. The spirit
sbown ln treatment of Boer and Brit-
ishi characteristies is admirable in ita
fairnes and freedom fromi par-
tiality. (Boston: Little, Brown &i
Company).-

IY(ITHIws foresight, the pub-
lishers cf The. Golden

S8ilence," the newest book of C.
N. and A. M.%. Williainson, enclosed
in it a notice: "This story la
utterly different f rom anything
the. Williamnsons have hitherto don,."
In tii... day. of automobileless dis-
tinction suoli an announcement pre-
disposes one to see what the. William-
sons can write that la a departure
f rom their rather tiresonie motor
stories. But after one lias strug-gl.d
through more thar i 1ve lundred
pages on the, strengtii cf that notice
tiiere la oousiderable doubt of the. wis-
dom o! such a move on the part of
tii. autiiors. Onie tiiing that could
be said o! the motor atories was that
they had smre value as travel
sketches; but the, inot that ean b.
said o! "The. Golden Silence" is that
it is clean. F'romthe title, it isevi-
dently itended as a desert tale, but
coinpared witii the, atmosphere cf
Hichens this story miglit have beezi
written iu a kitehen window. It la
to be iioped, for the. sake of good
lîterature, that Hlehens is right. "The.
Golden Silence" starts wltii a dis-
agreeable impresson, snd tiiere la no
reason for reconstructing this feeling
te the, end. A U3nited States girl
goos into tue desert te find ber uiBter.
That is the theme. And wiien the


