
Farticúiars of tlie Life and voyages of Chrißopher Columbus. .
where.the Court then- was, and where he arrived aboutthe middle of April,
1493. The hiflorians I have already quotcd.knew not how to exprefs its
magnificenée and pomp better, than by recalling. to mind the idea of the
ancient triurniphs.. But that of Columbus was far more gloriousj, as it was
not attended with the flaughtei or hurt of anyhuman being. The honours'
conferred on Columbus were worthy of the magnificence of the augufb So..
vercigns. He, however, did not fuffer himfelf to be fo flattercd by them,
as not to think of fpeedily putting again to fea, for new difcoveries..

Seventeenvll'els wvere deftined for this fecond voyage, freighted witlh
every thing that could be neceffary for the new colonies; and.on the -45th
of 'September-, -of the fame year Z193, Columbus failed a fecond time; and
keeping inore to the fouth, on the 3 d of November, he difcovered the firfÈ-
of the-ifllands called Antilles, which was named Dominica. After having
feen and examined the others, he turned to the ifland Hifpaniola, where;
though he had the mortification to find murdered alLthofe he left there, he
had at the faine timc thc plcafure to difcover fome gold·mines, and there-
fore hail:ened to difpatch back to Spain th'e fleet, in order to carry the good'
news of it to the Court. In the mean while, Columbus continued'his dis,-
coveries; and in the ycar 1494, befides nany other iflands, he took pos-
feflion of Jaffnaica. To' the pleafure of progreffions fo propitious, that of
unexpe&edly fceing his brother Bartholomew was added; who, having gonë
froîm England into France, and there hearing of the glorious fuccefs of
Chriftopher, went to the Court- of Spain; and being highly honoured by
thofe Sovercigns, he was difpatched by them with other fhips and provifions
to the-ne%r iflands. But, in the mean time, whilft Columbus was ufing
fometimes his courage, at other times his fkill, in order to refrain'thofe ve-
ry turbulent iflanders, the fcarcify of provifions, with which the' Spaniards
vere fometimnes difcreffed, the rigour that he was conftrained to exercife

againil fom of . thcm, for the example of. others, and that envy which is
xufually inféparable from extaordin'ary honours, excited againif him the hat-
red r ~ age of many; and two amongft them, one of whom, on account
of his profeflion and chara&er ought, more than all the refL, to have abhor-
red fo unworthy a proceeding, fecretly failed for Spain; and, being ari-,
ved at the Court, reprefented Columbus as a rogue and impofor: who, un-
der pretext of imaginary advantages to the Crown, afpired to nothing moi-e
but to gratify his'arnbition, and vent ils cruelty. Such accufation raifed
fone fufpicion in the brcalls of the Sovereigns; and therefore a Spanifh
commnifioner was apointed, who, failing'to the iflands of Columbus, was
to examine the fRate they were- in. They defigned, for this púrpofe, to
make choice of a wife and impartial judge; but the iflie did not correfpond
to their intentions: The commiffiondr being arrived there, feemed more-
delirous to humble Columbus, and·gain the favour ofthe malcontents, than
to promote the advantages of the public and the. Court. Chriflopher fhew-
ed, in this perilous trial, a-firmn'fs and modcration which filled even his
very enemies with afRoniíhment. The commiffioner, having taken his in-
formations, failed back tG Spain; Columbus determined to .follow him; and
in the month of June, i496, he arrived at. Burgos, -where Fèrdinand and
Ifabella then refided. On no occaffon was there ever feen more clearlythe
power of the prefence of a man, whofe inagnaiimous enterprifes have ob:
tained himn-the veneration arid the -ftecim of allthe:world. Columbus pre-
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