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THE SERVANT QUESTION.

While we in Canada are puzzling over
the solution of the servant question, and
propesing to ourselves schemes of emi-
gration to help us out of the present
scarcity of dowestic labour, it is interest-
ing to look to the experiences of older na-
tions, and see whether really they are
much better off than we.

The servant question is beginning to
greatly preoccupy the minds of the re-
sidents of Paris, both native and foreign,
and so far as the servants of elegantiy-
appointed and wealthy households are
concerned, there is room for their nn-
easiness, A correspondent of the Con-
tinental (ifaz«flr says :-——There is no Leing
on earth more pumpered or more preten-
tious than is the valet, or cook, or ladies’
maid employed in one of these msy-
niticently-appointed establishiuents, where
from ten to twenty servants are Kept.
They are dishonest, presuming, and i -
obliging.  Each individual has his or her
line of duties sharply defined, and will
not step one inch bevond its boundaries
10 aid his or her romrades or to oblige the
mistress of the house.  One Parisian lady
dismisses every servant in her emp'uy
every six months.  Her theary is that the
constant renewal of her household per-
sonnel tenls to keep her domestics in
good order. She gets the cream, so to
speak, of their serviges, and just about the
time that they become lazy and impertin.
ent she gets 1id of them  But in lesex
tensively appointed estabiishments there
are plenty of good steady girls to be met
with, who know how to work and who Jo
their work faithtully and conscientiously.
The worst class of the French servants
are to be met with in the gmndest of
Parisian houses; the best keep oo the
even tenor of their way in quiet house
holds where two, or at the most three
servants are kept.  And Marie in Puaris
has one overwhelming advantasze over
over Bridget, Gretchen, or Dinab in 1he
United States ; whatever she engages her-
self to do, she knows how to do it. She
has her faults upd they are grave ones oe-
casionally, but luck of capneity to perform
the service for which she engaged herseif
is not awmony them,

Iu Eugland domestic gervice has heen
for,yrars an institution to which those,
intended for it are brought up from chi'd-

hood, and though the intluences brought
to bear upon them are gradually weaken-
ing, there is yet a class who look upon do-
mestic service as the natural course for
their children fo pursue when they come
of age to earn their daily bread.

home. The greater freedom enjoyed by
children tesults in a eraving for a con-
tinuance of that freedom when they come
of agn to choose for themselves, and the
restraints of domestic service are rejected
in favour of thie freer though less healthy
life of the manufactory or the store.
Closely connected too with thisis the
ditferent rvelation in which the servant at
home and here stands to her employers.
[ Whatever its disudvantages the difterence
which society and caste have established
between elasses in Eogland has o distinet-
ly good effect in the case of domestic ser-
| vice. Servants look up to their employers
and respect them in a way which is rare
imleed in this country. Fquality as a

Fof equality between servant aml mistress
;never will work in pmctice.  The moml
cof all which i that whuat we want in
Canada—and for the matter ot that in the
States-—1is a better and more correet feel-
igg on the subject of domrstic servants
amonyg-t the class from which they are
drawn.  We want to persuade mothers
that service with a respectable family is a
better and  healthies  pursuit for their
daughters thao the excitement and free-
dom of employment behind the counter
or at the factory bench. We want our
schools to train their pupils more with a
view of the possibilities which may be
demanded of them. lastly we want to
teach our young men that goud house
i servants make the best wives.  Then and
not till then mny we expect to see the
girls themselves attracted by what uwow
they shun.

THE PREVENTION OF CRIME.

The last of a series of three artieles
by Rwnswr Dvepate in the Atlanfic
Manthly  dealz
erime in soeiety.  The les:on which is
intended to be taaght by the evidenee ha
brings forwand is ome which athecis us
here in Canada no less thap io the States,

been recognized as

such prevention is the removal of such op-
portunitix for the easy commission of
crime as are daily offred to criminals,
People are far too apt to eonsider that the

cient to deter from the cormmission of or-
dinary crime, and they lav themselves
open to be robbed with perfect reckless.
ness.

A case appeared only recently in the city
papers, for example, in which o lady, car-
ryving her purse in an unprotected open
back  pocket, was not unnaturally re-
lieved of it by a passer-by, us she leant
over one of the stalls in the market, A
similar case to this which veonired in New
Yotk was treated by Judge Grunersierve
in a common sense if slightly irregnlur
manner. Without hesitation he discharged
the lad convicted of larceny, and publicly
censured the lady who brought the com-
plaint beeause she made herself the wan-
ton instigiutor to the off nece, by ecarrying
valuable yroperty where it was shsolutely
unprotectes).  Tu the article under con-
sideration Mr. Dueparg cal's stiention to
the eulpable neglect evinced in the case of
several of the recent bank robheries, no-
tably the Manhattan aud Newark banks,
the cases of which we cannot gu into here.

The ordinary waut of precaution exer-
cised disly by those who have valuable
property ut atake is the more remarkab’e
in these days of the telegraph, the tele-
phone and the photograph, all of which
could be made to do good duty in the re-
cognition of criminals and the prevention of
erime.  Mosier, the supposed abductor of
Cuanvir Ross, met his death in an attempt

at robbery of an empty honse at Bay

On this, vent the robbery.
continent uufortunaiely other influences | the entrance of a burglar into one house
are brought to bear to the exclusion of | might be made to arouse & score of neigh-
the attractions of a good respectable { bours, or to bring the polico directly upon

Ridge, New York. The owner had con-
nected it with his brother’s premises in
the immediate neighbourhood by an
alarm telegrmph, which brought the brother

‘and his son upon the scone in timo to pre-

By thiz aimpl. means

the scene. A thorough knowledge of the
er'minal class and their movements by the
police is another item of security, much
neglected amongst us.  What we need to
do if we are to stamp out crime at all
effectively is to make the ditticulties of its
commission infivitely great.  When the
habitual eriminal finds that all his move-
wents are known and his actions antiei-

principle is very well, but the assumption’

pated : when he finds that instant detec-
i tion follows upon the attempt, and that
i the chianees of success are very faiut, then
Pand not till then will he reflect that it s
hrdly worth the risk.

Like almost all enthusiasts Mr. Dug:
vaLk perhaps carries his scheme a tittle
too far.  We question how far it will he
possible for the philanthropist of the fu-
ture to convert one by one the criminal
population, and  eradieate in the noxt
seneration the seeds of evil altogether.
Stll we believe that the reform will fol-
low shortly upon the recoguition by the
eriminal class of the unprotitab’v nature
of their profession.

The special clazs of framls to which
banks and other fiduciary institutions are
Hible wie due wore than all others to the

with the prevention of

The true remedy for crime has long sioee |
prevention, and ned |
punishment, and the first <top towands

prospect of punihment is o itself <uthi- |

teulpable neglivence of directors and em-
i pleyers.  ln many instanees. we may al-
Cmost say in most, this trouble eriginates
iin stock gimbling operations.  Cashiers
sand tellers use the money of their bank
' for their own purposes and when unsue-
cessful have to resort to frands eof various
P kinds to cover the growing d. ficieney.
{Th»‘ custom of the well'known house of
C Ralli Brothers haz been for genertions to
“make their branch muanagers partoers of
the house, aml to require them to enter’
into a contract forfeiting their | ositiun the
moment they speenlste in any way, and
recently the New York managers forfeited
their position on this account. Such a
limitation in the case of all the otlicers and
cletks of a monetary institution seems de-
manded by common  prudence, amd a
man krown to be in the habit of specu-
P lating on his own acconunt should sutfer
instant dismissul.

The moral of &'l this of course is that
“prevention is better thao c¢ure,” and
» that the eal way to reduce our nesize rolls
;% by making the commission of robbery
Dand dishonesty as difhieult as may be.
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FHE CIVIL SERVICE FROM
WOMAN'S POINT OF VIEW.

EUREIR

Prap Ste—to my fiest Jetter 1 threatened
vou with anothe r upon the same sabject,

ft is & question sometimes debated whether
the wembers of the Civil Servoee and their fami.
Les ate not too wmnch ¢ stuck op,” and whether
tirey should, in any sense, rank higher thay
elerk in a grocery or a dry goods shop : whether
the endeavers after gentility in appearance and
living wre not an evil rather than n good ,
whether there is auy reason, in faet, why the
artizan and aotficers of the Aemy, Navy, and
Civel Rerviee shonbl not mingle tagether in an
undistingoishable maca. T many thiv level.
ling doctrine is peculintly gtaselfal, nor do those
who thiuk thus lack representatives . Pa lia-
ment. To how many, besides, sra the peiform.
asnces « £ a Hanlan more worthy of reward than
those of a Dawsan or & Wilson, and these of a
cricketer like Girace, or a jockey bhke Fordham,
furnish a more fitting theme of rapture than
‘those of Tennyson or Huxley 1 Each of thess,
in his own sphere, deserves and receives honor,
and ay long ag the world lasts men will decide
murh secording to their own fastes to whose
excellence they will give fullest recognition,
But, however excellent the fruita or corn of Jife,
let us not hold therr is 1o rvom for the flowers,

Any clasge, havin £ to a greater or lesxy vxtent a
fixed position, whether as with clagymen, or
officers in the Army or Navy, or members of
the Civil Service, or prolessors or fellows of a
uuiversity, comes to have a certain degree and
kind of wocial eulture. Nor is it, it seems to
me, # thing to be drprecated.  If it be true, ag
William of Wykeham declared ujon the walls of
Winchester College, that * Manners maketh

men,” it is well to have these schiools of culture,
OF course asses and boors are found in the ranks

L tertain themselves,
pinvitations from private alividuals,

of all those who make offensive parade of, or cay.
not comprehend the rdle imposed upon thamy,
But the Civil Service of Cunada catt hoast of at
least a very vonsiderable proportion of studious
men, aud teen of schiolarly and social culiure,
The traditions of the service handed down for
many seores of years have left the latter jm.
press on it. 18 it wise to break down all these
traditions suddenly ¥ Will the Civil Sgevice be
really improved by driving such people outt
The Civil Servant likes his hittle round of snciety,
As arule, it is by no means of an expensive
sort.  Even among the Depaty heats and chief
clerky, such @ thing as a horse and carringe for
themselves isalmost entirely unknown,  Theis
rennions and banguets are far the most part very
quiet and unpretending; yet, beeause they
manage to do their htthe greefully, it is mady
natter of oifence and accusation.  And chief of
all is the scandalous luct that many smong then
are asked to go to Ridean Hall

tt does seem foolish at tiest thought, for poor
people to do so, - Aod yetit isthe last link that
binds wany of them v * chat state of hife to
wiiteh it plosed God te enll them™  And did
not they learn in their catechismu to do their
dury iu *fthat state I

Is it the duty of parents to drop out of the
pasition their birth and edueation entitled thew
to hiald ?

They know io the struggle for wealth they are
far hebinad their contetiporartes, but that one
thing they would like to retain for their e,
dren's sake. They muy be more fortunate,

Are they not exactly in the same raok, -
cially, with those who have thousands, when
they have handredst And, thack God ! mog
Canadisn mwen are still above marrying for mere
moeney.

Anether reason is, they can very sohlom en.
aud thetefore ciunot sceepn
Rideau
Hall is, therefure, petlaps the only place they
g to, There they secall their fricuds withoot
the feeling that they ought to return the hospi
tality.  While we foel that every vne by honest
telostey and telent iy perfectly welcome to riss
to any rank an hfe wineh hus energy and ambe.
tron leads him, U negessaniy follow  thi
those who were barn in the povtian he has at
tuined should Lo toreed down mto a Jower elass,
without any fanlt of their unn b Surely there
s toom ennagh for all an ihis Targe country

We are willing o do withent ali the luxuries
that monev can buy, Lut 1t is hanl not to b
atiowed ta retain the secaiety of the refined and
wincated,

Are two brothers to hold w differens rank, ie-
cause one, who could net pass hiv wmversity
examitation, has gooe tuto trade and s uow a
rich man, while the other became & professivnal
man, atd tecause hic profession did not give
him a sufticient salary the first two years, tow
& Civil Regviee appointment, under $5e impres
sion that that at teast has @ cettainty |

A man in basiness may fail for hundreds ot
thousands, juss through the bankrapt court, and
pever drop o insary, for he has settled enough
an his wile 1o vusure him all these ; he snil
drives good borses, fives inoa farge house, and
deeyers better than a vl servant can oo at s
best,  He enn begin afresl, either make o for
tune or fsif agan ander the same cireunatances
He seems to take no standing in biesooety, A
vivil servant cannot farl, e must drag on from
Your to yeay, B sivkneoss or troubles lvl:ng llrlli,
law expenses ate addend to dum Biabidities, totaliy
preventing him trom =aving enough out of hie
calary teo pay his way. tlae expensive  year,
Hlness or death in Bis family, perbaps, the firs
cause of his eaibarrocsneits,

The merchants of Ottawa talk of hand Unies,
and are what they eall “down upen the civil
servants.”  They are very fooliah Is not halt
thesr prosperity  due to them ! are nat the
farwers also pard for their produee by the avy
servants.

It s true 1ttaws, during the sessiaon, s tull of
steapgers, But with the exception of hotels and
Loarding-houses, e benetit by the influx. The
strangers very farely buy chalang bere. Thete.
tore, the better the civil servants are pad, the
more prosperoas the merchants,  tradesprople
and furmers in the immediate vicinity wall be
H there is not sowe refurm soon, educated people
would rther engage in any business than eoter
the worvice, when they have hittle or no Linpe of
advanvement.  'They ave men whio sterted s life
with thew, Judges, Generals, and mea of for.
tune, while they are just as they cotmmnrneed,
ot wonre, for their mouey does not Luy them
half the comforta it did tormerly. A aread of
being superannnated on amers pittance, or thew
children feft penmiloss when they din i perpetu-
ally huunting them, 1 fuit pay be not given,
the people who take office widl be of & lowes
claxs, or dishonect, who will rob the Govennnent
all they can, to increase their income.

They aro not ovet-workes!, it is prue ; perhaps
it would Le better if sume had mote to do. 1t
the country cunnot atlurl tn pay jroper silaries
to such v wiamber, wonld it not be hetter to dis.
misa 23 the supernumaries and  double the
silaries of the efficient oues 7

It wonld seet ernel ot first, but wonld be an
advaptage m the eml, as it would be a poor em-
ployment that o young man undertook that
would nat pay him better in o few years thao
the one they were leaving, ’

[t 19 4 puslortune for any younyg man to pet-
tmanently engage in a monotonous routine. it
kuucks the vhurgy out uf w {cllow,” as a young
friend raid, There is an development of the

ofe e

mind iv much of their wark (or of the body
cither, it continnally eooped upin a hot room all




