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CLEOPATRA'S NEEDLE.

And thou, to alien Oooldent

O'er many a league of bloe sea water

Art coing, strange, unijue implemeat
Of Ptolemy's daughter!

Back rollthe mistsof Eld; - * * Jsee
A land of lotus-blooms, wine, spiose—
Of temples, sphinxes, mystery—

The land of Isis.

Lo, where, within her paradise
Palmeshaded. murmurous with the tweedle
Of barps and viols, Egrpt plies

Her busy needle.

What web thrids she with potant wand

Forestalling Fate's relentless shattle,

While musing with her smile 50 dbland
Her smile so subtle?

Perchance s mg. a quaint disguise
Wherein she, smuggled, may come risa-
¥7is, and lead captive to her eyes

One Julius Cesar.

1, as {t well might hap, indeed,

A Xerchief her despair to cuver

Whes beart shall break, and breast shail blead
For her lost lover.

++ ~ Tseeher in her pleasure harge
(3lide dowsn the Uydans sofly smilleg,
Mare Antoay the nudble targe

Of ber begailing.

Her “wilderiog eves, her jewelled snoods,

}er witchery 8o $ive and various,

Her gar enchazrments, and her momds
So—well * *  precarious!

A regal red rose, she descends

In fali orbed bewnat - from ber boat'ns;

Ashamed. nat shone, befure her bends
The sacred lotas.

Witk Isis” wicdom, Athaor’s wiles,

Her spizndoar Beauty's self eviipses :

A million charms, spells, granes, guiles
All are the gypsy's!

Spe knew a hero’s brows to bind

\With platred garlands of papyrus :

She knew to cure a distraught mind
With aspic viras;

She knew, wheg love and all were lost,
Tw face Fate. an imperial wowman ;
To vanquisk a wiumpbsot bast

And trick 1he Rotnan.

And, one would 1hiak, if sugbt be proved
i When Clio speaks there is no Xpowing !}
She nudemstoud —and evea loved

The art of sewing !

IsABELLA G. MEREDITH,

TRIFLES FROM MY PQRTFOLIO.

By J. Mo Le Mainr,
THE GUIGNDLFE.

If you should, says Mr. B. Sulte sanntes
through the rural districts of the Provioce of
 Quebec, or. through the French wands of our
towns, on the evening of the festival of Saint
Sylvester, vour ear, mavhap, will be greeted
with a chaunt ancient, grave, haliing, attract-
ing your attention by its singularity and causing
surprise in  sueh .u frosty zeason; serenades
being of more occarrenve in Canada in Decem.
bher and January.

That - chavnt is the Gugnolee—-ome of the
oldest traditions—dating back two thousand
vears and more.

Of the customs of ourselves, very few ex-
ist. ‘

What has become of the idiom of the Gauls,
which we spoke two or three thonsand years
ago ! The Latin tongue - thrast on us for an-
other thousand years? Where are now the
houses, the religion, the arms, the trappings of
the comypanions of Brermus, of Vercingetonwa, of
the Frank Merovingians ?  All we know, all we
remember of them, is what we gather in books.
But a dirge—a snatch of a song has lasted ; a
popular game snay defy the assaults of time.
Mere trifles  sometimes outlive the stateliest
monuiments. :

When with the darkening shades of winter,
the Druids of o, their pniesta and the Gauls
stood round the emblematic moss entwined oak
and ent down its bonghs, with the golden sickle,
carolling joyful songs in commemoration of the
new year—Adu gui/ l'an newf {to the misteltoe !
" A new yeari—they were far from dreaming that
twenty centuries later, some strangers, in a
modern tongue—the French—sung by a band of
labourers, amidst ‘the ice and snow of a land
forgotten beyvond the seas—would sum up all
that had  survived. of these notes and. of
the fatnous dogmas they held, L
L Augui! Tanncuf! We are st a Joss to say
how our friends, the Gauls, prononnced the
words. : . : :

The Guignolée 23 is sung in our Provinee on
~New Year's Eve, the doors of houses, as an
"appesl to'charity ; a touching custom. - Though
its origin should be ignored by ‘those who in-
dulge in it, its existence is honourable to ovr
race : : ‘ ‘

Boajonr, Is Mattre et ia- Maltredse
Et tous les gens de la muison !

1t does one goad tu listen to this ancient lay :

combining a souvenir of & poetic past, with a

kindly trait of our national character.

‘ From our ancestors, we borrow the custom of
. commemorating ‘the  longest and ‘the shortest
day in the year : two Pagan observances, to a
certain - extent transformed by Christianity—
dropped ot of the memory of "other nations—

" but - stil] -observed by French-Canadians,” by

them alone, on:this continent. - .~~~ .
Au gui/ Ton neuf/ A wish: of bappiness for

the coming year, & joyful, & hopeful cry, sure

to please, whatever be the ]angmige or form in
which-it is -conveyed—sweetly crowned by an
appeal to charity for the poor. - o
his ' custom exists in.several localities in
France: as shown by M. Frnest Gaguon, of
Quebee, in his Chanoons pepulaires. Several
revisions of the Gugnolde are to be met within
Canada.  Had 1, observes Mr. Sulte, to select
one I would give the preference to the sub.
joined:
Bonjours, le maitre et 1a maitresse
Ettoos les gens de 1a malson.
Nous avons pris une cortume
De venir voir une fois 'an.
Une fois V'an q'nzgnu graod’ chose !
Pour I'arrivée,
Qu'an petit morcean de chiguée,
Si vous voulez

La guignolée, la guignoloche !
Mettez da lard dedans ma poche
Et du tromage sur mon pain g
Jereviendrai Uaonée qui vient.

8§ vous voulez rien nons donuer,
IYites-noas 16 -

Noua prendrons 18 fille ainbe
i vous voules.

Nous lui ferons fair boone chére,
Nous lui ferons chautfer jee pieds.
Pour le dérnler jour de 'annee,
La guignolfe vaus pous dever.

Nous fernos du fen daws les bola
Etant & ombvre,

On eptendra chanter Pooucou
Etla coniombe.

The lines vary, according to fancy, but the
sentiment and substance remains identieal.
*This song, wrnites M. Ampere (of the

. French academy) is probably the only vestige

extant of a souvemit tmcing back to the
Draidical era. 1o the vountry parts of France,
it invariably meant a begaing excursion for the
poer, in which the chief sbjret as lood, was a
piece of ham with the tail (¢elusn du pore) still
attached : this was called [Peclwgnée or la
cheynee.”!

It is probable, says M. J. E. Taché, that the
lines:

“ Nous premdrocs ia fille ainée
Nuus y ferone chautfer fes pieds ™

wasa faint allusion to the human sacrifices of
the ancient rites of the Ganls. It recalls the

s waords of Vélléda, in the martsrs of Chateaubri-

and :
“ Teutatis wants bloed . . an the
first day of the century . he has

spoken in the Druidical Ouks"

Let us retain, adds Mr. Sulte, our peculiar
customs.

The Boston Fest, in 1875, thus noticed thia sin-
cular custom : ¢* Canada is the refuge of French
antiquities driven from their natural land by a
relentless and radieal civilization, among which,
is the custom of ‘running the ignolee,” which
originated  twenty-five bandred years ago.
Though this ceremony, which is  druidical,
would be hardly expected to wear so well ina
land that professes to be Christian, it neverthe.
less wag this year 2s sacredly ohserved among
the French-Canadians of the rural districts as
two hundred years ago. Only a few years since
it was allowed in Montreal, bot the late influx
of outside influence has' smothered it there.
Freya, the wife of Qdin, the Saxon God, male
all things swear not to harm Balden, the Sog,
except the mistletos, a plant sodiminutive that
she did not think it worth noticiug. = Lake,
God of Evil, found out his weak point, however,
and tearing up the mistletoe pave it ta Oder,
the Blind God, who with it fatally pierced
Balden. This was the fable, and it was to pre.
vent Lake from slaying Balden that the Druids
solemnly sought the oak'trees, and gathered the
wnistletoe from their boughs with the joyous
ery. . ‘S Adu guii Van pewt " of which * Ia
Ignolee™ or ‘' Guillmnse’ is a corruption,
meaping the mistletoe. At the New Year, com-
pany of young men meet and serenade
every house with a fanfaronade of tin horny aud
house-fiddles. - After greeting the host anid
hostess, the singers and instrumentalists heg o
piece of ham with tail attached, called *“ o
chegnée,” threatening in the event of a refusal,
to take the oldest rinld of the family to the
forest and roast it under the oak tree, where the
dove and cuckoo sing. Druidism was intro-
duced into (iaul seven hundred vears before the
birth of Christ, and its still vigorous rites show
that a heathen plant may flourish in Christian
soil.” ‘ i

ENGLISH NOVELIST AT JTOME.
' TRAITS OF JAMES PAYN.,

. When James Payn laughs—and he is not only
a humourist himself, but keenly appreciative of
humonr in others—he may be heard from one
end to the other of that inside-out square known
ag Warrington Crescent. - As he pulls his eter.
tal pipe of Latakia, and looks quietly on at his
daughters playing lawn-tennis and his son turn.
ing somervaults on the grass, he greets you, one
of his visitors remarks, not with a dry, woodiy
cachinnation or-a harsh metallic clatter, but
with a genuine ronnd, ‘mellow English laugh,
He is delighted at the notion of a consmon friend,
the father of a family, going, out of a sense of
duty, to spend a month of misery at the sea-side.
The idea of his greatest crony fidgeting savagely
in the morning because the newspapers have not
arrived, and walking fiercely up and down the
promenade wishing himself in London, arriving
st hisown office with the puntuality of a fraud-
ulent clerk; who fears discovery, gives Mr. Payn
keen delight for the mnoment, and: then excites

hig sympathy ;- for he nota good idler himself,

and is qu.it_'e of the opinion of *' 0ld Q." concern:
ing the comparative merits of town and conntry*
One of hie pecaliarities is that of . *! runuing

on,” as wemen call ity in a humonrously banter-

ing strain, full offife'and fancy, good-tempered,

leasant, and droll, With all-this faculty of
eaving on the minds of his friends & bright im.
pression of s{mrkling conversation, he is vot 8
sayer of good things in the seuse that Jerrold
was, and Messrs Gilbert and Burnaud are,  His
conversntion rather charms by it« livelinoss, by
its abundant illustration and aneedote, than by
serversions of wands and inversions of thought,
‘Hs gavety-is thoroughly contagious. - Perhaps
no living Englishman  possessey in” greater per-
fection the art of putting peopie in a good tem-
per. This sympathetic temperanient appears
to be equally attractive to animals ; for au im-
mense black Persinn eat comes presently bound-
ing over the lawp, leaps on her inaster's shonl-
der, and curls round his neek.like a gigantic fur
collar. :

Literaturs and tea have this hond af aflinity,
that both before purchase must be submitted to
a *taster.””  The **taster’s” name ix kept as
secret as posaible ; but it cozes out-sometimes.
Mr. Payn is *“ taster” to & irm of some renown,
and his custom of an afterncon is to ““taste’ the
various works submitted to the house with a
view to publication, Hence his frivnds have
compared him with 1he deadly upas or literary
elder-tree, whick blights hope, health and genius
with the odicus ** Not suiable,” or ¢ Da not
see our way,” which all but the small percentage
of veéry successful authors have enconutersd
during their carver. It i3 position of power;
but all but the most patient or good-humoured
of men would break <§nwn uader the long agony
of reading eterual manuseript 1o which the
S taster” s doomed, '

To addition to the writers of three-volume
novels, which he turnsout at the rate of oue and
a haolf per annum, and the *“ tasting” of other’
productions, Mr: Payn geis theeugh an infinity
of literary wark of various kinds,  He frequent.
iy writesarticles in the Nineteenth Century, and
turns ont a humourous story nearly every month
for Belgravia; he is said te write many of the
light articles in the Times in the seasan of vaca.
tion, and is special correspondent” for news.
papers in Melbourne, Paris, and New Yark., It
is dithenlt to believe that all this work is got
through by the apparently easy-going gentle.
man, who appears to e always telling stories
and making jokes at the Refarm Clab; but the
fact ondenbtedly remains that it is do e,

1t is done on the system, the fashion of which
was set in this country by Dickens, sud followed
by Mr. Anthony Trailope, of working for so
many hours, or doing a certain minimum quan-
tisy of work, every day. It was tried lonyg ago
in France by Heine, andaflterwand by Alexsudre
Duamus.  Everybody recollects poor Heine's
complaint that pathing filed bis:mind with
such profound melanchnly as the sight of a num-
ber of sheets of fair white: paper. " The eller,
Dumas had a plaw of counting the number of
tslips’” he onght to 11}, and sticking fo hix
work till it was done : Dickens bl s fixed tioee
o sit av his desk, whether he produced wach or
little < enpyi™ and Mr. Anthony Trollope has a

minimum of quantty. Mr. Payn following the’

s¥stem of those great masters, devores the three
hours between ten and one inevery day to the
composition of originel or imaginative matter,
as distinguished from tasting, compilation, and
such commonplacs reading ws jourpalists are
compelleid to undergo. . Hix day is curiously
mapped ont. - Believing ‘in much sleep as an
absobite vecessity for perdons employed 1 brain.
work, he sleaps, as wmany would think, an.ex:
travagant tivse. . Of thoronghly domestic habits,
he ewhews evenings from home, loving to eat
his diuner with hiv wife'an 1 the séven daughters,
wha, with'his young son,. compose his tamily.
Shortly after the evening post coties in the last
pipe is lighted, and a{ ten o'vlock the household
is wrappedin shimber, The indastrions novitist
dors not appear till eight o'clock the next morn.
ing, and by ten he has read his  newspapers,
breakfasted, “aml. is " seated in his **rasting”
office, with the design, however, of giving the
first three hours to original compasition, muinly
At stories, short or long.. It is a curious exem-
plification ‘of the *‘surial” system so much in

vogue among us, that he hav never published

but one novel except in aseriall But this in-
dastrious and prudent: worker dors not permit
himself, as some of the greatest writers of serials
have formerly done, to b2 run a race by the
printer.All his novels are finished before a line
of them is printed ; so that he is never hurried
nov anxiocus concerning them, The  dread of
illness or of ‘‘ breaking down"' never presses
apon him, There ia another advantage in this
habit of having all written before it is delivered
tothe printer: it gives an eéxceptional oppor.
tunity for making arrangements for sdvance
sheets with distant colonies and suich remote
Apots as Japan. L S

Thres hours having been devoted to imagina-
tise literature,. Mr. Payn. makes for the neigh..
borhood Reform Club, where, at the hour of

luncheon; he-foregathers” with his friend,. Me..
Robinson, the manager of the Daily News, and

Mr. William Black, the novelist: " The particu.
larly cheerful Iuncheon table ‘invariably . oceu:

pied by the sume members has long vxeited the

curiosity of ‘outlying members,: who burn with

anxiety to make the fourth éide of ‘the triangular:

symposium, : Jokes ‘and . stories  having. been

exchanged, Mr.” Payn betakes ‘himsell to his }

desk-—~this time as_* taster,” and either rocom.
mends, curses, or *' damna with faint praise’’ the

manuscript before him. During the whole tims

he smokes ‘persistently, still.at that ' Latakis,
which . the: doetors tald- him would “ Kill .
stroneest i in ten vears,” bt which he hag
smol o guarter ol century with impuaity;
P ng" over heCwends hisoway . lack o
the vlub,and phavs whist for two' or three
honrs, il it i time to think of dinver wnd Lonis,
and his **famillor,” the Persian cat.  Heis not
af those ~who believe in physical exercise as «
restorative for the brain. - Qn the contrary, he
never walks or rides in -London or elsewhers, but
economizes wear and tear of tissue by living,
in hansam eabs. This detail is the more remark.
ahle, ag he, who appenrs the most idle of meyn,
is really most industrious so far as vbrainwmk iy
vone tied, and has steeréd a middle line, avoid.
ing on the one hand the sentimental odour of
the “midnight oil,”” and on the other the
equally offensive cult of mere thews and sinews.

.OQUR CHESS COLUMN.

R Solutions to Problems sent in by Corrupondents
srill be duly acknowledged.

T0 CORRESPONDENTS.

J. W, 8., Montreal.—Papers to haund. Many thanks.

Student, Montreal. —Correot solntion received of Pro-
biemn No. 293,

A. C.—The Problem is correct.

F. DWW, Sherbrooke, P.Q.—Lovk oter Problem &
again, 1t dessrves ft.

CHECRMATE.

It is only the cheasplayer wha teels the !l force of
the word checkniate when uttered with that deciaise
tune which aonounces the termiantinn of a contes! nver
the chiequered hoard.  There may be several rontestants
eaicnged in play, amld that profuand stlence nhich ettt
the Impartance of the pecasion may reign in the roen
and yot the utternnce of the Hitie weord * mate ™ wit
s & visible atir in an aaentbly which In geaerally ne:
much interested in surreandiog avents.  No une who has
bLeen in the hahit of watehing two players engaged over
A chies bonrd ean have failed to noties the d.Terent vy -
preasions of sountenance «xbibited by the balligerants
towards the termination of a gams, which gunst evidently
end in thediconumfizare of aoe of the partoea. ’

The oos upan whom frtaae smites, and whn is a2 sga .
with refetence to the isante of the rontest. shows it by
that happy atr of indifferende and satisfactica whic
leads him to ok round the toom with apparent uneg
ern, mod even o inlerest himael! ta somne exteot o a
neighbanriug eneaunter.  Notao oith his opponast ; the
ominsus wond Ceheekmate.” which he Inst nuw beans
may be the knell of bik ewn fute, and hia whole sont e
altrorbed in the positica befure bim.

It inay have bean notlesd, wlen, by the visitur to the
chees riub that there is moeh Jfrrece nin the mode
Which etirckmnte (s ndmioiaterd by playvers who may
have beateu down all eppositiun and drives the epems
intn & Curnar

Fach indichdusl, to some estest, wxbibite in 1.
simpie asl biv owg chareter, 10d the more »s Deconies
the miatnra of the struggie he has been  ergaged in Las
throan him off bis guand, and he appearsas he really
e is too wmach abathed to avas) himsal! of those con.
ventinnalities which are s necetsary in onlioary sorial
jotercnarse. s

The pixyer, who is astamlly impnisivs in his patare
nuncunees the inal doom in Wnes ke Doisterons ae ther
are decinfve, . and arcompanise his declaration with
sisttul e the boand which reschioes thruogh the cham-
her. Annther, no the contrary, gives the coup-de grits
withn quietfoess and seff poasmacion. which is pertspe
mnch mor< annoylng to his oppogenst than any amoun:
4! buisy demmnstention,

The player whi t4 s mieh plewsed with bis suveeas i
achleving a victory that Jie bursts {a2a ‘udseemly mirth,
rnd tanghic henrtily ut his owwn suteess, rarely gives !
fenre, an 3 is achiont that b is nat ‘Aceastomed o sk
woud Tock, amd thint eoptesquentiy ke canaot heep b
hlinrity withis propee boumds, -

1t {< the partof a rentiemaniike player to avald every.
thing which may wdd to the: irntaticn of his npponsct
who naturally feele somn vexntion at #odiog bimss/
worsted in a0 eamuanterin which hae has joer exnrted ai!
biaskill to avald the inevitdde shiesckinate, A inviza
to eagug# i apother ciontest, Recompanied by very fea,
if any, remarke on tha lasl eocounter, is the sateal way
1o avoid unpleassatoess.  We may remark hers, hos.
ever, that thers nre same players woo deiight s addlor
t the mosery of the unbnppy vietirn who ia erithisg
toder the Infliction of move afier Drava, waeb vie cadey
Inted 10 drag the Tncktess player ta varts the guif duwa
which Iie is (0 be thrast beadiong,

How much betrer it v 1 save this feelings of adefeatnd
esemy as tuch ws possible, ami spare him the pain of
sty wrid deliberute tortare. The attion of Mrs. Gittart,
the Queen of Ches o hor contests with Mr. riossip i
mach more commendible, sod fa evary way Bited s
chesa-players a good exnmple,  With the benevoleat in-
stinets of womanly ehiaracter, she ntnounces her chivck-
mate n thirty or forty moves fn advanes nod thas saves
aM the teouble of usnecessary dutay nnd protracted wen-
tal anxiety. : :

Gentle player, g then
canat,

and do dikewise, when Hhou

PROBLEM Ro. 205,
(From the English Mechanic.)
By F.J. Heechey.
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