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parture from this, they would cease to be
Unitarians.

The Orthodex, however, in noticing the
differences among Unitarians are but pointing
to the mote in the brother’s cye, while they
are forgetful of the beam that is in their own.
In comparison with the differences which ex-
ist among the orthodox, those which exist
among the Unitarians are unimportant. The
Orthodox difler in opinion on points held to
be fundamental. They differ on doctrines,
the ripght perception of which they hold to be
indispensible to salvation. Amongst Unita~
rians this is not the case. All the Oxthodox
hold the Trinity to be a fundamental point,
yet they arc unable to agree as {0 what the
Trinity means. Not fewer than twenty dif-
ferent schemes have been proposed, which if
laid out in order, would exhibit a graduated
scale, at the one end of which we should find
"[ritheism, and at the other Unitarianism.

On the doctrine of human depravity, too,a
wide difference of opinion prevails. Some
maintain the total and innate wickedness of
the human being —a wickedness natural to
him, and born with him — inherited from the
'I'his wickedness, they say, makes
him the object of God’s displeasure and curse.
Consistently with this view the very infant is
condemned to the pains of hell. Others,
again, perceiving the monstrous character of
this doctrine, materially modify it by assert-
ting that the basis of the evil lies in the will
of the individual, and that until the child
commits sin by his oewn choice he canuot be
the object of Divine displeasure. These
maintain, at the same time, that the child will

firat man,

by a necessity of nature commit sin when-
ever he begins to act as a moral being. A
very remarkabhle oceurrence has lately taken
place in the United States, which illustrates
the uncertainty which exists among the Or-
thodox on the subject of human depravity.—
One of their most eminent divines, the Rev.
Dr. Bushnell of Hartford, Conn. published a
tract some time ago on the subject of ¢ Chris-
tian Nurture.” The matter of the book had
been previously preached from his own pul-
pit in the form of Discourses, and was after-
wards read before the Ministerial Associa-
tion to which he belonged. Ilere it was fa-
vorably received, and a request made to the
To this he
consented, and the DMassachusetts Sabbath
School Society asked permission to publish
the Tract under their auspices.
granted by the writer, and the book appeared,
¢« approved by the Committee of Publication,”
In this tract the

writer that he would publish it.

This was

as stated on the title page.
author maintained, or assumed, that there are
certain capacities in human nature, which,
when properly developed,constitute goodness.
This seems to us very reasonable, and capa-
ble of being sustained by facts closely con-
nected with human experience, and open to
So likewise, as it would ap-
pear, thought the Association of Ministers
who requested its publication, and the Com-
mitlee of the Sabbath School Soeiety who
requested permission to publish it. The lat-
ter body, we are told by Dr. Bushnell him-
self, had the manuscript some five or six
months in their hands for examination. To

observation.

use his own phrase, it underwent  a sifling
till the paper itself came near giving out in
the process.” Now if certainty was to be
obtained at all concerning the Orthodoxy of
the book, one would think it should have been
obtained under all these circumstances. But
the instructive part of the matter — that
which shows us that the doctrine of human
depravity among the Orthodox rests on no
certain basis — remains to be told. The’
book was published and ecirculated. Criti-
cisms were made upon it from certain quar-
ters of the Orthodox camp, It was stigma-

tised in these criticisms as heterodox — all
prior examinations by Orthodox Associations
And the
very men who approved it as * Orthedox,”

and Committees, notwithstanding.

were obliged to suspend its publication,—
that is, to suppress it—because others of
their brethren had pronounced it * hetero-
dox.” Soill-ascertained are the foundations
of the prominent Orthodox doctrines:

And even with repard to the Atonement a
similar diversity is to be observed. Weall
know what stress is laid on this doetrine in
Orthodox teaching.  Yet they differ widely
in opinion as to what it signifies. Some
would explain it in a sense which would be
readily zccepted by Unitarians, while others
present it in an aspect at which commen
scnse revolts,  Very wide, indeed, are the
differences which exist among the Orthodox
on this point, and great are the difficulties
which it presents. Not long since, a distin-
guished American Orthodox elergyman, hav-
ing carefully listened to the expositions of his
Finglish brethren on this subject, made a
public declaration that they did not under-
stand it. Dr. Cox’s own language is that
they are “blundering to the souls of their
auditors.”  Even now the sounds of a Con-
troversy, involving the essential eharacter of
the Atonement, is sounding in our ears from
the bosom of Orthodoxy. Tt originated in
this way. Some time since a book was pub-
lished in New-York, entitled ¢ The Suffer-
ings of Christ,” The author was Mkr.
Griffin, a lay gentleman, who aintains that
in the sufferings and death of Christ, God ac-
tually suffered and died. Now this doctrine,
wild and irrational as it is, is absolutely ne-
cessary to the common theory of vicarious
Bat it
was assailed by Orthodox eriticisin and some

Atonement by an infinite saecrifice.

recommendations given, or measures taken
(if we remember right) to stop the sale of
the book which so confidently set it forth. Its
most prominent opponent was Dr. Tyler of
the Tast Windsor Theologieal Institute, who
published a formal reply to it. We here
submit a few paragraphs taken from an arti-
ele on the subject, which appeared in the
columns of the Boston Christian Register,
an Unitarian Journal. By perusing them our
readers may form some idea of the difficul-
ty whieh Orthodoxy experiuces in this matter.

“ The doctrine of Mr. Griffin’s work has
moreover, been ably sustained in the Chris.
tian Review, the Biblical Repository, the
Oberlin Review, and in the present July num-
ber of the New Englander. The Jatter ex-
presses the opinion, that ¢ the great body of
the Church, without any theory in mind re-
specting the passibility of the Divine nature,
have believed that Christ suffered in his Di-
vine nature; that it is this chiefly which
constitutes the infinite costliness of the sacri-
fice for sin.’ e shows that it is no new
doctrine. Ie quotes Waltts, in whose Psalms
and Hymns stand such aflirmations as the
following :—

£ God the Mighty Maker diad
For man the ereature’s sin.’

¢ Jehoval erucified.?

' Washed in the sanctifying blood
Of an expiring Deity.”

¢ IIe brings forward Charnock, who af-
firms that ¢ Christ’s groans were the groans
of God, his pangs the pangs of God ;' and
Iooper, who says, ¢ We care for no know-
ledge in the world but this, that man hath
sinned, and God hath suffered. He finds
in Horsley the declaration, that, ‘the same
God who in one person exacts the punish-
ment, in another himself sustains it: and
thus makes his own mercy pay the satisfac-
tion to his own justice.” Ieveridge declares,
that the expression, ¢ they crucified the Lord
of glory,’ is ¢ the same as if the apostle said,
they crucified God himself.’ And to men-
tion no other, (though the writer in the New
‘Fnglander presents the names of Chalmers,
and Harris, and Witherspoon, and Robert
Hall,~we think, without finding any just
support in them,) he quotes from Vinet’s
Vital Christianity, recently translslated from

the French by Dr Turnbull, of the Baptist
denomination,—¢ O mystery ! O miracle !
a God humbled, 2 God weeping, 2 God an-
guished, a God dying!” ¢ 'That long agony
of God for generations

* * * ® * *

“ On the other hand, Dr. Tyler perceives
the logical, and yet irrational conclusions,
which must be inferred {rom the doctrine
that the Divine nature suffercd agony in
Jesus, in the garden and on the cross. Ile
well says, that *if this is to be regarded as
an undoubted article of the Christian reli-
gion, it will furnish an argument against it
moro plausible than any which have been
adduced by IIume, or Bolingbroke, or Vol-
taire.,” There are certain first truths respect-
ing the attributes of the Deity, which are as
necessary and as obvions as the truth that
Godis. And any revelation which should
teach doctrines contradictory of thesc first
truths, would be unworthy of 1eception,
equally with a professed Revelatien which
should declare there is no God. Revelation,
which does not prove, but which assumes as
a first truth, the Being of God, equally as-
sumes the fact, that the immutable, ever-
blessed Divine Being cannot suffer torment.
One would suppose, that any course of rea-
soning tending to prove that God saflers
pain and torment, would at once awaken
the convietion in the reasoner’s wind, that
his premises must be erroneous.

* * * * * *

« See how Dr. Tyler and Mr. Griffin
stand related on the subject in question.
Dr. Tyler argues that the Divire nature is
not capable of suffering torment. He rea-
sons precisely as Unitarians do on the sub-
jects of the Trinity, and Nature of Christ,
and Atonement. Ie argues from Reason
and Seripture. The texts which scem to
aflirm that the divine nafure is cupabie of
suffering, he does not interpret literally. On
the other hand, Mr. Griffin interprets them
literally ; and to him the argument from
common sense or {rom reason is just as in-
conclusive, as is a similar argument from
Unitarians with Dr, Tyler on the subject of
the Frinity and Atonement.

* * * * W *® R

“1f the doctrine that the Divine nature in
Christ suflered, be the logical deduction
from the doctrine of Lwo matures in one per-
son in Christ, then on Dr. Tyler’s theory,
which is the prevailing theory at least of the
New England Orthonox churches, and of
the new school theologians out of New Iin-
gland, bang suspended all the calamitous
consequences which he deprecates in the
theory of Mr. Grifliin. He ought to know,
and the Orthodox who sympathize with him
inand outof New Kngland ought to know,
that many ¢ plain people,’ who take the
liberty to think for themselves, and who also
take his thcory as an undoubted article of
the ¢ Chrtstian religion,’ are furnished at
his own hands, and at the hands of the Or-
thodox Church at large, with what Dr. Tyler
himnself ealls, an ‘an argument against that
religion more plausible than any which have
been adduced by Hume, or Bolingbroke, or
Voltaire.” "The position of Dr. Tyler is
precisely parallel with that which he regards
ag the position of Mr. Griflin, in relation to
promoting infidelity. He stands in the same
plane of argument. Ie assumes certain
doctrines as true, but shuts his eyes against
the legitimate consequences of them, Mr.
Griffin argues for the suffering of Christ in
his Divine nature, as God over all blessed
forever, but shuts his eyes against the neces-
sary consequences of such a doetrine,

“Wehave said we are deeply interested
in the results of this controversy, We are
strongly in hope, and we believe, that many
in the Orthodox churches who will read Mr.
Griffin’s book, and the articles which it has
called forth, will uot adopt his conelusions;
but, perceiving their contradiction alike of
the truths of natural and revealed religion,
and that they flow legitimately from the
doctrines of two natures in one person in
Christ, and of the nced of an infinite atone-
ment, will reject these two last doctrines as
well as the former, and stand on Unitarian
ground. Dr. Tyler perceives the advantage
which must result to Unitarianism, ¢ Be-
ware,’ he says to all who are inclined to favor
Mr, Griffin’s theory ; ¢ how you put into the
hands of Unitarians a more potent weapon
than any which they have hithertio attempted
to wield.’

1% Norice,— Subseribers at a distance
are respect{ully requested to forward the a-
mount of their accounts. Address to the
¢ Publishers of the Bible Christian, Montreal.’
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, A ComyuxTary oN i Fourn Gosrers.

By the Rev. A A. Livermore.

Tur Essexrian Farrm oF riee UNivinsar
Cnmu:u_,_ .Deducc‘(l from the Sacred Records.
By Harriet Martinean.

La Tor vr L’Enuse Uxiversgniy 3 D?-
ATRES LES SaiNntes Fowrrvres.  Par Dile.
Martinean.  Tradait de PAnglais.

Scmrrung Proors AND Scrivruranl [i-
LUSTRATIONS oF UNtrarraxism. By John
Wilson.  3rd Edition, revised and enlarved.

* Fvery text connected with the "Privitavian controveray
on both sides ot the question, is noticed in thic vainme,
E'he Look is « ivided into two parts, The first of these con «
tains ¢ the Seripture evidence of uitasinnism 5 the second

lhup!lcgml Heriptury evidence for Prinitnrianism.”  In
the first part, hushles quoting the texts ns they nppenr in the

uq(lmrismlI\'cr.-:iup, Mr. Wilson furnishes vs, in many coecs,
with n variety of renderings, by soholues of l\(‘,kl\\)\;‘h}l“'cd
eminence ; nnd throughout the whole e presents us u’%!h
a series of, freable nnd pertinent remarks of his own. In
the second part, lie not only cites the controverted toxts in
full, hut nl.;u‘n_:u'us *illustrative texts? to throw lixht on the
menning of the prominent terms whiclh- in themn,’—
l)ustunnClArisliuu Framiner choppenr in them.

Tup Coxcrssrons oF TRINITARIANS ; being
a Sclection of Extracts fromn the most emie
nent Biblical Critics and Commentators.
By John Wilson.

e cannot conceive n Trinitarian looking this | i
the fuse, without adecided yinking u;' l‘;l?: l:gﬁﬂ{‘-‘i\\:a‘l’.‘;::;
a sense of the ground, which he hnd taken to he so salid
shrinking from under lim,—vithout the involuntary ejacu-
Intion - “Save me frone my friends!® For here ure ;i(
hundred pages of refutation of Triniturinnism, by Trini-
tarinns themselves, drawn from over two hundred eminent
writers of that denomiunation.  In ather words, it is n voluime
ofextracts from eelebrated orthodox writers of all ages of
the church, in which they hnve hnvegiven Unttarinn oxpo~-
sitions of "Trinitatinn proof-texts,  Anid it uppenrs, from ex-
amining the work—what, indecd, lns often \mén lo(ch:)y
ngscrled-—-llml. there is sot one out of ull the prsgnges in -t'hu
Rible brought forward in support of the doctrine of the 'ri-
nity, which, by onc ormore Trinitarinn writers, has not heen
given up to their opponents, ns aimilting or requiring a Uni-
tarinn interpretation.  Here, therefore, we have o perfee
nrmoury of wenpons for the destruction of the Great Frror,
furnizhed by the believers und defenders of'the error them.
selves.”’

H ISTORIC AND ARTISTIC ILLUSTRATIONS OF
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e Trixery 5 showing the Rise, Progress,
and Decline of the Doetrine, with Klueida~
tory Kngravings. By the Rev. J. R. Beard,
D.D., of Munchester, England.

Pravers for the use of Christian Families.

With a Preface recommending the Practice
i :

of Family Worship. By the Rev. J. Scott

Porter.

Lrerures o8 Curistian Doctrine. By
the Rev. A. Peabody, Pastor of the South

v .

Congregational Chureh, Portsmouth, N. H.

Tue Arorocy oF tnr Rev. Turormnius
Linpsay, M. A, on resigning the Vicarage
of Catterick, Yorkshire.

THE REMONSTRANCE oF A UNITARIAN. Ad-
dressed to the Right Rev. Thomas Burgess,
D.D.; Lord Bishop of St. Davids. By Capt.
James Gifford, R. N.

_ Tue Atonive SacriFicr—a Display of
Love, not of Wrath. DBy the Rev. Noah
Waoreester.

LeTrrrs ADDRESSED To RELATIVES AND
Frienps, chiefly in Reply to Arguments in
Support of the Doctrine of the Trinily. By
Mary 8. B. Dana, author of the ‘ Southern
and Northern Harps,’” ¢ The Parted Family,’?
&c.

Tue RECOLLECTIONS OF JOTHAM ANDER-
soN, By the late Rev. H. Ware, Jr., of Cam-
bridge University, New England.

Sermons. By the Rev. F. W. P. Green-
wood, 1.D., Minister of King’s Chapel, Bos-
ton. In two volumes.

A CorreEcrion oF Psaims AND Hymys
for Christian Worship. By the Rev. F. W.P-
Greenwood, D.D. :

JUST RECEIVED,
A SUPPLY OF
“« WARE ON THHE FORMATION OF TIIE CIIR1S-
TIAN CHARACTER.
7~ Books mny ho obtained on loan from the Unitarian
Congregntionsl Library, un application to the Libterian
after any of the public services,




