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EDITORIAL,

CHRIST'S LIKENESS AND ALSO HIS SUPERIORITY TC
MOSES,

Acts iii. 22; Hebrews iii. 3.

—

Moses was a lawgiver—tho ereatest and best of
human kind. His law immeasurably transcends
in wisdom and rightcousncss that of any man or
nation on earth, and the nearor the laws of a nation
conform to Moses’ law, allowing for peculiar cir-
cumstances, the wisor and mightier will that nation
bo. ¢ Thelawis good if a man uso it lawfully, know-
ing that it was not made for a righteous mau but for
the lawless and disobedient. ..for anything contrary
to thedoctrino of the glorious gospel of the blessed
God.” 1 Tim. i.8-11. Christ isalso a Lawgiver, worthy
of more glory than Moses. IMoses gave laws to one
nation ; Ohrist gives laws to all nations. Mosey'
law zeferred to time; Christ’slaw takes in time and
oternity., Both these laws meet sinneis, but in a
way entiroly differont—the one to punish withount
moroy; the other to pardon and justify. Both dis-
play God's hatred to sin, and His justice in pun-
ishing sin, Iun Doses’ law we soe the sinner dying
for bis own sin; in Christ’s law wo sce Himsolf
beariong our sin in Bis own body on tho treo. In
the first law, God speaks by His prophet to the
Jowish f{athers in thunder !ones, *‘ Charge the
people lest they break through unto the Lord to
gaze and mauy of them porish.” Ezx. xix, 21. In
the second He spoaks by His Son, sayivg, ¢ That
repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in His name among all nations, beginning at Jer-
usalem.” Luke xxiv. 47. Heb. i. 1. In the law
of Bloses, we hear a just and holy (fod threatening
guilty men with death if thoy approached Him ;
but in tho law of Jesus we behold God manifest in
the flesh, dying for our sing, and fcel as it wero
around our necks a brother’s arms drawing us
closer and atill closer to His bleeding heart.

In 2 Cor. iii., Paul treats of Moses' Jaw aud of
the law of Christ, and of the glory and influence of
each, The firat he calls the letter, the sccond the
spirit—the firat the ministration of condemuatiun,
the second the ministration of the spirit. The first
he says is done away, the second remains. 1he
first wus glorious, It shone among and above all
the lights in the heathen world, revealing the purity
and power of God. But whon Jesus camo He taught
a morality still brighter and better than that of
Moses, gradually eclipsing his glory. When He
taught His disciples to love their enemies, and pray
for their perasecutors, He did this every day Him-
solf. And when His enemies wero without a
sacrifice for sin, He offored Himsclf, and in death
prayed for their pardon. His life was brightor
than Moses’ law, and His death a better sacrifice
than all its offeril..s. Aas the sun swallows up the
lesser lights of niyht, su He became tho focal point
of all that was glorious in the law, and exhibits all
its brightness in *‘ the glory that excelloth,” for Ho
¢ hath abolished death and hath brought life and
immortality to licht through the Gospel.” 2 Tim.
i. 10, “ Xor that which was made glorious had no
glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that
excolleth, X¥or if that which was dono away was
glorious, much inore that which remainotk is glor-
ious.” 2 Cor. iii, 10, 11,

While the law of Moszs gave a glurious oxhibi-
tion of Ced's justico and purity and power, and
tanght man to do right to others, it failed to exhibit
God’s love to Ilis enemies, or enjoin on man to do
good to those who hated him, hence its glory was
eomothing to bo done away. The gespel, which is
the law of tho spirit of lifo in Chiist Jesus, displays
the justice and purity and powor of God, It also

manifests His love to a world in enmity and arws
against Himsol{—a love that would pour ount the
very tronsures of heaven to enrich that world,
“For Gud so loved the world that He gave His
ouly begotten Son, that whosoevor believoth on
Him should not perish but have everlasting lifo."
God is love, and the gospel is His last law, reveal-
ing Him as such, and carrying pardon to the chief
of sinnors through Jesus Christ, It has salvation
for all, condemnation for nona. Only those who
detorminately refuse the gospel aro condemmed.
¢ For God sent not His Son into the world to con-
demn the world,” and Christ sont not His gospel
into all the world to condemn, but tosave. It
reveals o divino love that slays man’s enmity and
reconciles him to God,

Mon received the law of Muses by learning it
from cach other. A man was to teach his neighbor
aund o father his children, saying, ‘ Kunow tho
Lord.” But tho law of Christ is written on the
boliovors’ hearts. Thoy all for themselves know
tho Lord from tho least to tho groatest, for Ho for-
gives their iniquity, and will remember their sin no
moro. So tho Lord foretells by the mouth of
Joremiah, when coutrasting the laws of Moses and
Christ.  Jorciniah xxxi. 31-34. When David, in
tho 110th Psaim, looks forward to Jesus’ day and
government, he says, ¢ Thy people shall bo willing
in tho day of Thy power,” because all the peoplo of
God in the g spel day love Him and serve Him
from choice. Just as the softened wax receives the
ftnpress of th stamp, tho penitont beliover's heart,
melted by tho influence of Jesus’' dying love, re-
ceives the divine imago which ho is exhorted to
keep full and bright until the resurrection day,
wheun he shall appear in the complete image of the
glorified Son of God. “‘Grieve nnt the Holy Spirit
of God, whereby ye are sosled unto the day of
redemption.” Eph. iv. 30. As tho stzmp on the
cold, hardened wax only grinds it to powder, so it
must be with the sinner whom God visits, who has
vot his heart softened with the melting influenco
of the cross of Chriat.

Faul says the lotter (or Moses’ law) killoth, but
tho spirit (or the gospel) giveth lifo; so as an index to
each of these systoms we notice tho following facts :

1. When the law was given by Moses to Israel,

‘three thousand of that nation were killed (Ex.

(xxxii 28.) They had sinned in making aud wor-
shipping a gulden calf, and for that sin three thousand
died.

2. When the law of Christ was firat given to the
Jows three thuusund of thut nativn were made alive
to Ged. Actsii. 41, It was a greatsin to mako and
worship that idol, but it was vastly greator sin tore-
jeet and crucify the Son of God and insist on a mur-
derer boing granted unto them, but instead of any
being put todeath for that, threo thousand enjoyed
God’s salvation and the promise and fortaste of
eternal life. Jesus as a Jawgiver is worthy of more
glory than Moses,

Moses was a judge as well as a lawgiver, the
supremo judge of Jsrael. Cases which tho lower
courts could not decide were brought to Moses,
and his decision was final. Iix, xviii. Christisalso
a Judge worthy of more glory than Moses. DMoses
judged one nation, Christ judges all nations. God

‘has given Him authority to exccute judgment be-

cause Ho is tho Son of Man, ¢The Father judgeth
no man but hath given all judgment untc the Son.”
John v. 22-27. How wise and good it is in Goad
appointing Jésus to be our Judgo.

1st. This Judge is divine atd will guard the
characior and the government of God. As the
Supreme Judge He will do right.

2nd. He is human, has loved our race sc as to
dio for us and will most assuredly juatify all who
come to God by Him.

3rd. Ho knows all our weakness and all our
temptations by oxperience, and can mako such a
wiso allowauce as no one else can do.

A s

4th, He can justly eatimate tho sin that rojoots
olt the salvation that He has purchased by His
agonies on tha cross,

Gth, As tho omniscient and omnipresont Judge
before whose eyes all things aro naked and opened,
Ho will be fully prepared to denl justly with ovory
man,

Gth. Haviug told us in advance low our judgment
will tucn, tho word that IIe has spoken will judgo
us in the last day.

Lt each romombor that from His eontonco thoro
willbo noappoal. If Hesays to us,* Come, yo blossed
of My Father, inherit the Kingdom propared for
you from the foundation of the world," no voico in
tho univorso will objoot. But if we should hear
Him say, ¢Depart, yocursed,” evory place in God's
univorss but holl will roll back tho awful echo,
Oh! tho thought that the final Judygo is still alov-
ing Saviour waiting to be gracious ! !

But we must dofer the conclusion of this subject
till another issue, in which we purpose considering
tho likeness of the two courses in which Moses and
Christ lad their followors, D. C.
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Oviginal  Goutributions,

SOUNDNESS vs. FRUITFULNESS.

It often happons that there are trees inan orchard
which bear no fruit. Thoy have the same treat-
ment as their neighbors, which aro evory ycat ready
to break down witl: theiv rich burden. Moreover,
in their outward appearauce, they are just as
promising, pothaps more so. They-are clean and
thrifty, and sound from tho bark to the heart; there
is not a blemish ia them that the eye can detect:
Yet thoy stand, year by year, drinking in the bless-
ings of heaven, and devouring the svil uf the farmer,
without yiclding any return, Such trees:aro not
waunted in an orchard. Theoy would do very well
by the roadside as ornaments to the landscape, and
shelter to the weary traveller. But when an
orchard is planted the objict is to obfain fruit, and
the tree which mects that object best is moat highly
prized. [t may not bo so shapely and beautiful as
some of its neighlors ; it may even have great sore
aputs on it where the woud has Ligun to deoay.
Yet it is cherished for its fruit aud valucd: because
it meets the end-for which it was planted.

There are many Christians just like those un-
fruitful trees. They have been carefully tavght
and trained. They have all the udvantsges of
Christisn institutions. They appear well to the
cye of man. Thoir covduct is irreproachable,
They are splondid negative Christians, They don’t
do any evil. And, as respects the gospel, they are
sound to the core. Thoy won't compromise tho
faith oace delivered to the saints one iota. They
aro constantly on the alert to detect and denounce
any apparent heresy in their brethren, And yeot,
when you come to look for fruit in their lives you
fied ¢ nothing but leaves.” You enquire in vain
for anything they havo ever done to make men
better or happier. No naked have been clothed,
or hungry fed, or sick visited by them. They
bave been satitfied to drink in the vich dews of
grace, and to bask in the sunshine of God's loves
and to profit by tho active life of the church, with-
out ever giving out {o the world one blessing in
return.

Now such men as this will do very woll for the
world, But they are out of place in the church.
The church is God's orchard, planted:with trees of-
righteousness, and God the husbandman looks to
evory tree for fruit. The church is God’s chesen

instrumentality for redeeming the world. And tho
active work which is necessary to relieve want,
alleviate suffering, reach and rescue the sinner, snd
turn the wildorness of this sinful earth into a
blooming garden of the Lord, is the fruit which




