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A MHAPPY NEW YEARS
So say we all of us.  Within a few dags,
we shull have embarkel upon the douhst
less, to some extent, troubled waters of
1591, but, if our eraft are stzunch, we
hope most of us to be ahle to weather the
storins and escape shipwreck., There are
many who are never happier then when
their every facolty is at its utmase
tension 1n the strugele for life  for very
existense, but there are cnany whase
highest happnness is found when aff i
smooth sailing cven if the pace b en.
ceedingly slow or if possibly they are
calm hound. Bat all these make up our
world; and whechever way the wind
blows during the voyvage cf 19t were
peat as we began, we wish you .\ Happy

New Year!™
B COSEALERS,

According to Captain X, G. Cox, presi
dent of the Brtish Cuambia Sealers As
sociation, who has just returaed {ram
Englund, the Laondon market is ina had
condition owing to recent financial dis-
turbinces. He said that he tatked aver the
<ituation with the firma controllingg the
i.ondon market and said that while there
was nothing 10 hoast of there was a sutli-
ciently tood prospect to warrant the
British Coluinbin tleet going out next
scason.  Already a number of vessels are
on their way 1o the.dapunese coast bhoth
from Rritish Columbia poarts  and the
Sound, and it would scem that the entire
intcicst has made upits mind to do the
hest possible under the disadvantageous
conditions which have resulted under the
new regulations.  We have not noticed <o
far that any arrangements are  bring
talked of hetween the United States and
Great Britain as to the policing »f Beliring
Sea during the conting scason,

THE ~MNAI°D 8”&

Latest dife« by the C. 1IN I steamship
Empress of India bring the judiment ren
dered in the British Admiraliy Court, «it
ting in Yokohama on the 3th inst inthe
case of tho Victoria sealing schoaner
Maud >, seized by the Rassian despated
boat Yakouton the M b \uzust last. Ar
cordingg to the judament, the schooner
wasat thetime at a distance of tiwenty 1wo
miles from the couthern point of Copper
Ialand, onc of the Komandorski group:
and of thie 2ty seven scalskine then found
ou buand, two were deseribed in the Rus.
sian protocol of scizure as beinz *per

fectly fresh and still wet” The Judge
said, after careful inguiry, he was con
vineed that the seals on board were not
killedd within the prolubited zone, aud in
repard to the contention that the vessel
which was seized within the prohibited
vone, must be considered ta be there inthe
pursuit of ceals, aceepted the captain’s ex.
planation that owing to an e.ror in his
chronometer hie wias out of his course.

The Judyge went on 10 sav ;. *Now,in
all this there is nothingg in the slightest
degzree unprobiable, nor, as will appear, is
it any way inconsistent with the «tate-
wments i the Basdan  documents—on
which slone in cousequence of the seizors
not having thought fit to produce wit-
nesses, the case for the Crown rests. If,
then. I believe the masters account of the
matter, he will bave discharged the pue-
smnption which arises sgainst the ship
under the Aet from the mere presence
within the prohimted zone with sealskins
on hoard, and there will then be an end of
the case for the Crown,” The Court fur
ther dismissed the counter claim for dam-
ages, o accouat of unreasonable delay in
instituting proceedings and unreasonably
Hong detention, in addition to the preten
I sion thet there was no reasunahbie ground
| far detentionat all. Each party was ad
judzea 10, bear s ovw i costs.

PIIOTAGE.

A pumber of American<kippers recently
met at Vancouver 19 discuss pilotage
matters in British Columibia. They loudty
complained af tae exorbitant fees charged
here, aad gave warning chat if they were
not reduced they and their vessels would
farsake British Columbia watersand carry
an their business where they could be at
less expense. But, as has been pointed
out, if they go to San Francisco, they will
have to pav much higher rates, It is for
no love of a Britash port or British waters
that they come here: they tind it pay<
them 1o da <o ar they would not came.  If
they s*ayed awazy, Briti-h Colmabia or at
least British shaps would do the business,
Theirahsence would not, we think, cau~e
cither Rrtish Columbia merchants orship
owuers to losc any of their cquanimity.

ASOTHERS SEE I'S.

—

The Meonelary Timessays:  **It is pase.
ing strange that, afte: the practice has
been prohithited for more than ncentury,
any one conid e found in Rritish Aweri-
ca to at*cmpt 1o buy lands from the
ludianx.  In British Columbia the attcpt
hias been made, and the signatures of the
Iudiaus concerned obtained 10 au agree-
ment 1o scll land. Of couree, it wasun,
derstood that the sanction of tiie Ottawa
Government would have to Le obtained
10 make the harzain offective. It wonld
he dangerons to atifv any agrecment of
this kind, it wonld give risc to sjimilar
attempis, and constant designs upon the
indian land« wouid crop up. The practice
has long been abolished, for the best of
reasons, and its revival, even to the
smallest extent, should be impos«sible.”

This we take it refers to the cendaavora
that have been persistently made to have

the Songhish Reserve bhrought into the‘

city, negotiations for which have been
zoing on for some time. Inasmuch as
there are several riags which ave in.
terested in this extension of the city
limits the proper course for the Indian
Department to follow in the event of the
city oblaining control ov.~ the property
by aun extension of limits is to puy no
attention to any preliminary arraonge.
ments that may bave been made but to
ree to it in the interest of the Indiuns
that not one foot of their land be
alicuuted until the highest and last cent
is obtained—we du not say at auction—
but in the most effective way possible
It is, of course, impossible that anything
approaching the notorious Oklahoma
jand jumping can be carried out; but
there are landsharks who would not
hesitate to swallow up the poor [ndians’
propesty which has beeu to them for a
loug time a sort of Naboth's vineyard.

NEW PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

It is aanounced—and we suppose it
must be a fact that the Government has
decided to purchase the Canada Western
tiotel lot a4 the site for the new public
building at Victoria, the present post-
oftice buildingto be sold when the new
building is occupied, while the Custom
house is to be couverted intc the head.
quarters for the ofticers of the Maripe
and Pallic Works Department. It is in
this way then, we suppose, that friends
and supporters of the Government who
in their haste to Dbecotre rich have
corralled unprofitable properties are to
unload on the public. The Canada West-
ern Hotel site has for long been a source
of expense 1o its owners owing to the
demands for interest and charges, and
though it was for long declared im-
possible to sccure for Victoria needed
public improvements, when these could
bhe sccured and friends of the Govern-
ment directly benefitted atthesametime,
it was found not to be impossible to set
the slow going Departmental machinery
at work.

ftivto bic hoped that the country will
not be forced to bear the loss sustained
by those patriots who only sold out be-
cause thieic’s had been a losing venture.
They should not be allowed any profit
on their investment for no matter how
well they may have made their original
purchase, save and except for the
value of <he excavation work, the prop-
erty is worth no more then it was when
acquired by the syndicate—if as wmuch.
We are 2lad to see that something is to
bedone in the way of Dominioa Govern-
ment improvements; but we still hold
that it would have been better policy to
have cxtended the Postoflice bailding to
Laugley street. to iave built additional
stereys, and to have eatablished there
hoth thie Postotlice and Custom House.
We dosay that 1t is really too bad that
matlers are so maunaged thar, with re-
sneet to many public coterprises, it ¥s hard
to hide the indications of jobbery. Horw-
cver, we suppere that the thing is dones
let the work go on svithout delay, and let
every one keep his hands asclean ashe
can.




