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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Lattars and articles tntanded for the nextisno
sh-ould be in the haude of the Editor not later
¢ian Tnesday morniug. by the

Allcommunications mast baacsompentsd by U
writer's nume, othexwiao they sifl not be fnserted.

Artiales not acoepted will ba retarned, if. a4 ths
tins they are sent, & request Iz mada lo tand oifvol,
ene sutficient postags stavips &ro enclosed. Hun{
useripts not 82 acommnpanisd wili ot be prosorvc(i
and subragient regaests for their return oanno
be camplied with

OUR GENERAL AGENT,

ers NIcoL, Govoral Agent for tho
Pgt“s'nvq;;m:a:, {s now in WeaternOntario pushing
the tnioiestd of tuls journal We commend him
10 1 1a bost oftfces of miristers and pespla  Any
&3 atance 1endesed bio in his work will'be taken
by ns an s personal kindness.

‘myitish Anrericnn Rreshyteriny,
TRIDAY, DECEXYBLER 29, 1876,
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The dafly mestings in oharge of Mr.
Hemmond, in Philadelphia, are largely
attended. Upwavlaof a thousand porsona
have signed tha covsnnnt oxpressing & hope
in Ohrist,

Dttt

The wesk of prayer, extending from
Jav. 7th to 14%h, will bo unicereally obrarv.
o throughout the world. Nearly alt the
cities are providing for the uaual daily
meelings whioh ave held during the week,
while most cougrngations soize tho eppor.
tuuity as & valuahlo ons, of rekindling the

flame of piety at the a'tar of dsvotion,
—#

The Rev. Dr. Phin i« to be nominated as
moderator of the next General Assem.
bly of the Eatablishad Church of Sootland,
and Rev, Dr. Gould a¢ Moderator of the
Free Oburch Asscinbly. The latter nows
is of special interest, as Dr. Gould is the
representative man of the Reformed Chureh
whieh was incorporatel with the Free
Chureh at the assembly in May last.

e eerer———————

The Rev. L.D. Bevan snd family, ar-
rivel in New York from Loudon, on
Saturday week, in respouse to the oall of the
Brick Presbylerian Church. They im.
mediately took possession of the new manse
in rendiness for them, even {o a salt.cellar.
Mr. Bevan commences his labours under
the happiest auspices.

TaE Iabors of Messts. Moody and Sankey
the Evangolists, were coneluded in Ohioago
on Babbath week. Messre. Whittle and
Bliss will now carry en the meetings for a
time. That the work of the Evangelists
has been successful beyond measure is
groand for gratitude to God for His merey.
In their new field of labor at Boston, we
donbt not that the success whioh has fol.
Jowedihese Christian workers, will be given
to them, and that they will have many
souls for their hire.

F

Tax youngsters are enjoying themselves
to their heart’s content. The weather
supplied by their friend Santa Claus is
perfeet, the snow being in admirable order
for sleighing, and the ice for skating, with
s temperatare that is mild and charming,
As BSaturday night had to do duty for
Christmag Eve, the streets of Toronto were
anusually orowded to a late hour. Judg-
ing from the thronged condition of the
candy and toy stores, Monday must have
looked upon many a happy boy and girl.

T —

AxorHxr dreadful fire calamily ocourred
on Tnesday night, at the Convent of St,
Tlizabeth, near Joliette, by which thirteen
little childten lost their lives, Following
80 olosaly upon the Brooklin horror, the
lesson is doubly enforced as to the danger
from fire, and the uncertainty of human
life. Bince the destruction of the Brooklin
theatre fresh warnings have been given as
to the traps for human lives which are built
in the form of theatres and other places of
amusement. Itis now eeen that a quiet
ahd orderly nunuery may be quickly en.
veloped in flames. The number of fires,
mapidly following one another,shows that
flimsy atruoinres and modern inventions
for heating building ara constant sources of
deapger.

Tue members of the Toronto Skating and
Curling Rink, sitnated at No. 270 Adelaide
Street, Weat, ara to be congratulated on
the accomplisliment of their undertaking,
The building they have been for soms time
erecting is almost completed. The ice
whioh eonstitutss a solid and sven floor, 38
in perfect condition, and the gas illumina.
tion which is provided, sll make the build.
ing » soures of atirastion to skaters, aud of
interest to onlookexs. It is by such provi.
sions for healihful aad innosent reere-
ation, that we shall sesond the efforts of
fempoerancs men in their endeavors tc wrest
the young from the enslaving vice of driuk.
The members of the Rink are fortunate ia
the weather which enables them w0 soon
aod so eempletc'v illusirate the imporfent
valne of thy work they have almost
Cuialied.

A HAPPY NEW YEAL.

There is someathing peculiarly interesting
inlooking upon the wotk of the year now
brought to A oloso. Whateyer may he our
{ olings as to the imperfections and errora
thiat have marked our comrse during & gor-
tain puriod of time, there is the fact of the
task wo gave ouraelvos to do hoing now ne-
ocouiplished, as wo sit in solitude after all
the household have retived to rost, and
with the fecling of a paront to & cinld, we
turn over thy leaves of this yoar's Brrnisn
ANERICAN PRESBYTERIAN, [t i pleasant thus
to take in at a glance what wa have dono.
What a number and variety of articles does
a year of Editorship represeat ? Every
possible subjoot wo find has been tonched
upon. Horo are thoughts gathered from
the pages of the great theologieal writers
of ancient and modern times; thero are
the pootical or philosophical effusions of
our correspondonts who have favored us
with their contributlions. In one place we
find that a valuable controversy ox some
speoial topic has gome um. 1lu suwher
thero are full and ample reporte of the
doiug of Preshyteries, Synods, and of the
Ganeral Assembly Withoul undue assor-
tion, womaysay that this Journal durirg
the past yoar, has endeavored todo full jus.
tice to every matterof interest connected
with the ehurches or with the onward move-
monts of Caristisnily, and to have revre.
sented on its pages the talent of our Pres.
byterian Churoh. It is not asserting too
much when we say that tho volame for
seventy-six will be found by those who have
oarofully filed its numbers, to be a valuable
epitome of all maunara of news-—of the
oagoings of society, of the work of the
Ohurch Boards, of conventions of Sabbath
Sohools, of sociat meetings and happy re.
unions amongst churches and pastors

‘While thus glancing back upon the past
it is natural that we should foreonst the
future. We close this volume with a feeling
both of sadnes and satisfaction-~of sadness
becansewe are yet so far from acsomplish-
ing the lofty ideal of journalism we have in
mind, aud of satisfaction becauss we have
done much for the interest of the church
and C wistinuity. At the same time, in en-
tering upon the labors of another year we
promise dutrselves to do our very ut most
to make the BriTisy AMeRICAN PrEsnY.
TERIAR worthy of the noble church and
cause it represenis.. It will bs our en-
deavor, as it is our ambition, to serve
up » goodly fare to our readers. Our aim
will be to please and instruct the
young with lively aud entertaining stories
that shall enforce the Divine lessons of
winrdom and truth, to farnish solid matter
to the learned and thoughiful, to enliven
our colamns with interesting disenssions,
with the views of the churbthes, and with
the work of the Babbath School, to give
the best sclections from the distinguished
authocs of the past and the present, to en-
rich the Poet's Corner with the effusions of
original talent or with quotatiens from
works of recognized merit. It further en.
tors into our plan to treat in well written
Editorials of all the pressing queations of
the day, and to do our best in the discus.
eion of the great underlying prinoiples of
church polity and of church work, Itis
delightful thus to ex-oagitate our ideal of
Journalism—to fill our mind with the
thought of what we may accomplish for
Truth and for God. But how much more
pleasant it is to dwell upon the task before
us, when we think that our ideal may be
actual through honest effort, invincible
courage, and earpest determination to do
our dutv. If spared to turn over the pages
of the volume of the coming year, we {rust
to bs able fo look upon tke results with
satisfaction, and fo point to it as worthy of
the Presbyterian Church of our Dominion.
As we write these words, the feeling grows
withia us, that our work is not ignoble, that
we are preachers of the Truth from a high-
er platform than the pripit iteelf, and to a
larger audience than oan be reached by nuy
single humsn voice, however powerful and
eloguent in its utterance, that onr oalling
is to take part in every philanthropical
movement, and {o help on the work of the
Chureh in every departmaent. Witk this
overpowering sentiment within us, while
we can hardly hope to be free from fauli,
or to be other than blame.worthy in many
points, wa feel we do not utter unmeaning
words when we say that ws shall do our
best to satisfy all our readers.

Our venders will aurely profit by the
example we have presented in these son.
tences. Lot them with ourdelves learnfrom
the past, and enter upon the task of the
coming year with a faithifal spirit, with
zeal and ability, and with appreciation of
the work that is required of them. What-
ever be thy oalling, reader, zee that you
discharge its daties heartily and with sin-
oerity of purpose. If you are s minister of
the Gospsl, take courage and go forward to
the fulfilment of your noble mission with
oarnest delerminaiion. Liet the Sabbath
flehool teasher grow out of the errors of
his past experiense, and give himself
heart and zoul 90 his precious work. Let
the merchant, and lawysr, aud physician,
detormine, it God spare them, t3 soe 10
clove of another yoar, that they alall

prove themsolve-
raco by disokarg
Lot the wifs sadlid
asking the hlassf
family, nnd doab§
shail rejaroe fu vl
she lins gathered S69ETIN

To our readers, cno and all, wo wish &
 Happy New Year.” It is ours fo say
withh Joln, “ Boloved, I wish above all
things that thou meyest presper and he in
good health, oven as thy soul prospers.”
It may bao that the coming year is to be
the last we shall spend upon earth, bub it
will bo & happier year than we had antiof-
pated, if it soes useafoly in the arms of
Jesus, and called to expsrience the higher
joys of heaven.

Ministers and Ghnreles,

{Wo urgently soticit frora Prasbytery Clerks and
our roaders gonorally, itoms for this dorutmont
o1 onr papor, 8o as to make it u general epitomeo
of ull loeal ehureh news.}

Ox Tuesday, the 12th of Decewmber, the
Prosbytory of Montreal met in the church
at Elnin, and ordained and induc’ed the
Rov. John Joseph Canoy into the pastoral
charge of the congregation of Athelstane
and Elgina, The Rev. Mr. Johnstone
proached and presided. The Rev. Mr. Pat.
terson addressed the minister and the Rev.
J. B. Muir, the people. Thore was a good
congregation present to witness the intor-
esting services, Mr. Oasey enters upon his
field of labour under the moat encouraging
auspices, Thres Romsu COatholes have
left their church, and sre now regular in
their attendence on the ministeations of
the Rev, J. B, Mnir, Huntingdon. One of
them hes become a member of the congre-
gation.

A surrrisk party met at the house of the
Rev. Mr. Baikie, pastor of the Presbyterian
congregation, Port Stanley, on the evening
of Wednesday, the 20th inst. About sixty
of the friends, bringing with them an
abundancs of the necossaries of life, took
poesession of the hvuse, and after tea epjoy-
ed themeelves in & very pleasant manner.
During the evening a very agreeable sur
prise wos given, Afler an address by Mr.,
Strathdee, Misses Moors and MeCallum, on
behalf of the oongregation, pressnted Miss
Baikie with & well filled purse ag a token
of their affection for her. Mr. Baikie re-
plied for his sistor, thanking them for their
groat kindness, assuring them that all their
tokens of affoction had greatly sheered him
during hisillness, and expremsing the hope
and prayer that the Great Mead of the
chureh would abundantly reward them for
all the tokens of affection they had shewn
him snd his sister.—Cou,

Tar new Preshglerisn Chureh jin the
village of Sunderland was dedicated to tho
worship of God on Babbath, Deceraber 24th
inet. The servioes, morning and evening,
were conduoted by Dr. Caven of Kuox
College, and in the afieyabon by Rev. J. L,
Murray of Woodville,™ .Able discourses
wera delivered by both geutleiaen: to large
and atteniive audiences. On Monday
evening a very suceessful soiree was keld.
Tes was served in the Town Hall, from
four tilt half-past six jn the evening, aftor
which the people betook themselves to the
new church, where addresses wero given by
Mr. D. O. Mackenzio, Rev. J. McNab,
Beaverton; Rev. W. Barker, Milbrook;
Rev. J. Campbell, Canniagion; Mr. R. E.
Porritt, Sunderiand; Rev. J. E, Murray,
Woodville ; and Rev. H. Currio, Senys,
Rev. Jno. McOling, Wick, disoharged the
duties of ohairmnan, which were by no
wmeans easy, as the building was filted to its
untmost capaocity.
music wag furnished by a band of Chippawa
Iudians, under the leadership of 0. Big-
Canoe. The coilections on Sabbath with
the proceeds of the entertainment on Mon.
dey evening amounted to 8221, 'Che Pres-
byterinns of Sunderland, though few in
nuntbers, have displayed great zeal and
energy in erecting s auitable house of
worship which it is to be koped will in
a oomparatively short time be entirely free
of debt.~—~Cox.

Rook Beviews. *

Lirree's InviNg Aag ror 1877.—The con-
tinned and insrensing suocess of this pex-
iodical (now over thirty-three years old) is
doubtless owing to the faot, more gener-
ally reccgnized every year, that it affcrds
the most comprehensive and, all things
considered, the cheapest means of keep-
ing well informed in the best lileratare of
the day. With its weekly istne, and its
three and a quartsr thousand Iarge pages
of rexding matter a year, it is enabled to
present with a freshness and satisfactory
compsteness attempted by no other pub.
lioation, the ablest sdeays and reviews, the
choicest serial and short siories, the mont
interesting sketehes of travel and dissdvery,
the best poetry, aud the :mcst valuakle bio.
graphical, historieal, seientific and politi.
oal information freem the entire body of
forsign periodisal Ulerature.

In its pages zre represented sush emin-
snt suthors as Prel. Max Maller, Prof,
Tyondal, Rt, Hon. W, B, Giedetens, Dr. W,
B. Carpenter, Prel. Huzley, Richard A.

Sweet and pleasant |

Mrs. Oliphaut, Mre. Alexander, Miss
Thaockeray, Joan Ingolow, Geo. MacDon.
ald, Wm. Black, Mathew Arnold, Henry
Kingsloy, Y. W. Btory, Auerbach, Ruskin,
Carlyle, Teunyson, Browning, and mauny
othor leaders in solence, fiction, history,
biography, philosophy, poetry, theology,
politios, oritioista and act,

It is, in short, a thorongh compilation of
on indispensable current literature,—indis.
pensable because it imbraces the work of
tho foremost writers wpon all topies of
living interest ; and as such, its importaunce
and conveniences to every Amerioan reader
oan hardly be over-estimated. It has
alwaya ranked ag chisf among the eclectics,
giving an amount of reading unapproached
by any other masgazine; it has absorbed
its competitor  Every Saturday ;" and in
the multiplioity of periodicals it can hardly
be disponsed with by any pereon ¢r family
desiring n satiefaclory compendium of
whatever is of immediate interest or per.
meguent value in the literary world.

The eubsoription price (88 a year,) is
cheap for the amourt of reading furniehed ;
while for those desiring the cream of both
home and foreign literature, the publishers
make a still cheaper offer, viz.: to send,
poetpaid, The Living Age and either one of
the Amoerican 84 monthlics, or weeklies, s
year for §10.60. With The Living Age
and one or other of our leading Amorican
monthlies; a subsoriber will at small cost,
be put in “eommand of the whole pitua-
tion.”

An exira offer, also, is made to all new
subscribers for 1877, viz. :to send them
gratis the six nuwberx of 1876, containing,
besides other valuable reading, the first in-
stalmonts of A new and unueually powerful
sorial story by GEorGE MAcDoNALD, now
appearing in The Living Age from advance
sheets,

The volume beging Jan. 1st, and we ve.
commend the periodical to the satteniion
of our readers. 'We know of no other way
in whioh so mueh of the beat work ~* the
best minds of the time oan be obtained so
cheaply and conveniently as through .this
standard weekly magazine. Pablished by
Littell & Gay, Boston,

- Correspondence,

Aged and Infirm Ministers' Fund.

Editor BRITisg AMERICAN PREBYTERIAN,

The treasury of the Aged and Infirm
Ministers' Fand greatly needs, I will not
say, to be replenished, for it has never been
much over half plenished, but to be mueh
more abnndantly sapplied than it has
baen in times past.

The expenditure last year exoeeded the
income by upwards of $3,000. At this
dale, the whols capital shall be absorbed
in three years. I am not aunxious that
the capital should inoreass very much, bat
I am desirous hoth that it should not be
reduced, and the grants be more liberal
than they afe. Yot the capitzl must be
reduced, and the grants also unless the
Church awakes to & sense of her duty to-
wards her aged Ministore.

If ministers had such incomes that they
could aceumulate money, & fand for their
widows and orphaas, or for aged and infirm
ministers, would not be needed, unless to
meel very oxceptionable cases, but, till the
Ohurch rises to a much higher degree of

iritnality, and pours mors freely into the
Lord’s treasury, both funds must be
vigorously supported. The governments
ofthe world make some provision for per-
sons disabled in their service, and surely
the church of God sbould not negleet or
deal with niggard hand, with thoss who
have expended their energies in doing her
work. The largest grauts made at present,
are only $250 a year. Some of those
persous on the roll hrve no other means of
gubsistence ; and, I x-k, is it creditable {c
usas a church, that the sum =zecessary to
secure this pittance, should not be forth-
coming? I am eatisfied that the lack
arisos from want of mformation, and that
if the members of the Church were only
aware of thh neoessity that exists, for more
liberal aid, it would not be awsntivg. I
plead now for & laxger income. I do so,
not on behalf of the aged and infirm minis.
ters alone, but on bebalf of congregations,
to whom some of those are trying to
winister where thoy feel zot able for the
work, but beoause they have no mears of
reliring from work they love, but canuot
now perforin in any measure as they
would like. None of tuose now on the roil
are in charge of cougregatione, bul some
in charge of congregaiions would willingly
give placs to younger men, if $hey could.
It would be for the advantage of such eon-
gregations, and thus of the Chureh as a

whole, if aged and infirm men oould retire

from ¢ of oo tions, and work

:hthnwiu for the Lord aa he might enable
em,

Let me aleo remind the Churel, that
this fund has no ssmmection with the
Widows' Fund, exoept, shat $he oo

for both, has, in the Oanada Presbyterian

e e —— e e e m
fastors of thelr | Prootor, Franoes Power Cobbe, Tho Duke | QUR GOLLEGES AND THEIR OOR-
d every duiy.| of Argyll, Jaw. A. Iroude, Mrs. Mulooh, STITUENOI3S.

Rdftor BAITISH AMMI .cAX PRESRYTARIAN,

Sir,~Your last lssue contains an ex.
cellent lotter from Dr. Smodgrass, fn
which he oxamines a communioation in
the issue of tho previons week respoating
“Qur Colleges and their Constitnenoies.”
Dr. Snodgrass confines bimself, howaver,
to the question of finances. Will you,
therofore, permit me to mako some re.
warks ou tha subject of the attendanae of
etudents, to which the writer of the com-
munioation vefere? Asg a reason for ob-
taining a larger constituency for Montroal
Collego, the writer says that he has
lorred from your paper that this collogs
has seventy-one students enrclled for the
presont sossion; that although only nine
yoars in oxistenco, il has moro studentz
than any of thy cther colleges with the ex-
ception of Euox ; and that the number
now appronc’cs that in Enox. Seventy.
one is cortainly a large numberlarger
even thar that ropcried by any of the
other collegen last year, or than any of
them probably will report for the present
costion, The writer, however, seoms to
be imperfaotly aequainted with the ryeal
stato of affairs. If ho had seon a state-
ment reoently issued by the authorities of
Montreal College, he would bave learned
that of the seventy.one students eleven
are absenices., Even without sush a dis.
finct statement, if ko had oarefully ex-
amined the reports made to the Asembly
by the Montreal Senate, he might have
inferred that it is their practics to repoxt
absentees who have beon enrolled. This,
at loast, ceams to be the natural inference
from the fact that the nwmes of a large
nnwber of students re-appear as students
of the same year for several successive
gemions, This is partionlarly the onse in
regard fo literary students of the first year.
Now, I do not think that any of the other
oolleges give the namex of absentees in
their reports to fhe Assembly; and hence
it ie diffionlt to compare the atiendance at
Montreal College with that at any of the
other Colleges.

There is another peculiarity in the Mon.
{roal reporis which increases the diffisulty.
Becauss of its affilistion with MoGill Uni.
versity, the Montreal College reports
swong its own students the students be.
longing to that institution who are looking
forward to the minisiry of our Church.
Queen's reporis only its own students;
Knox College reports only iis own theo-
logioal students, and some literary siudents
who study paxily in iis vissess and partly
in Univeraity College. It does not report
about thirty others etndying in the Uni.
versity aud looking forward to the minis.
try. Last year, for example, it reported
forty-two theologieal and seventeen literary
siudents, but reported none of about thirly
othars who were studying in the Univer.
sity, Toronto, with & view ‘o the minisiry
invour churoh~and reported no absentess,
tbeologioal or literary. ’

There is yet another peouliarity in the
Montreal reporis which rcenders it diffienld
to compare the attendsnce of students at
thé different oolleges. In Montreal re.
ports of theologionl students are found the

‘names of several who, in other ocolleges,

wonld be regarded as literary students.
For example, Montreal reported last year
twenty-two theological students. But of
these there were five who belonged fo
MoGill College, who only took part of the
work of the first theological year, but who
‘did not complete the studies of that year,
and whe must, of course, if they are in at-
tendance this yesr, aitend as first year
students, Of the remaining seventeen,
two reported as first year siudents seem to
have been absent, inaemuch as they were
reported as having completed- their first
year's sindies in the previous year. It
would thus appear that the number of
regualar theological students in attendanee
at Monireal last year was fifteon, at
Queen’s tvn, and at Knox forty-two. The
number of graduates of Montreal College
during the nine years of ils existenoce is
thirty. Duaring the last three years the
graduates of Knox Collége have numbered
thirty-seven.

Befoxo closing I dezire to supplement
to some extent Dr. S8nodgraes’ remarks on
college finances. The writer of the com.
munication in your paper of the 15th inst.,
oslenlated that sixty-five and a-balf
cents per member will xe.
quire from the Montreal eonstituency
for the support of Montreal College, while
the western members will only need to
eontribute iwenly centa each tothejoint fund
of the western oolleges. He omits to state
not only that Montreal College has re.
eeived $15,000 from the estate of the lale
Mr. Hall, of Peterborough, which may
yield $1,000 per aunum, but that it hes a
speeial subdoription for one of the thee.
logieal professcrs to the exient of $1,900
amanally. Ho omits also to stabe that the
Mentreal College zeceives a large portion
of the.funds ecntribuied by the whele
amount received laat yoar is 20t reperied ;
but the smoeunt vecoived in the rwh




