
CANADIAN CONTRACT RECORD.

MUNICIPAL 1
1 DEPRM E N TII

CLEANING THE STREETS 0F
TORONTO.

The cîty of Toronto bas cte distinction
of beîîîg anîang thec cleanest and healîhîest
muînicipailties on thîe continent. I ts
sewage scrvice as not perfect ; lts wtetr
service miglît be improved upon, but the
cleanîng o! lis stîcets and lanles, the dis.
posai af garbaige and aIl Street rubbislî as
performed in a tboraugb ananner and at a
small cost in proportion to tlie population.
On this surface 'vork alone Newv York
annually spends between îlîree and tour
million dollars. Toronto, vitla one-tenth
o~f the population, but w;tb only about 100a
tailles less extent of streets, lias the actual
work of cleaning and scavcnging per-
formed for $ ia4,ooo, wvbile street watering
cosus $2ocoo marc. A fairercamparison,
hawever, is 'vitlî Detroit, wbere, tbouglb it
is a much better paved city tlîan Toronto,
the street cleanîng casts about double the
Morley.

In Toronto the wvork is donc tander tbe
supervision of MNr. John Jones, Street
Commissianer, and to bais energy and
abîlity is due in a large measure the
econonîy of thîe wvork. Tbe city is dit'ided
into two districts, and Jour sweepers are
allatted to eacb district. Har.d-stveepers
are alsa employed cin the principal streets,
whbo are chargeai wvîî keeping the aspbalt
streets in a clean condition.

Sonie idea of the magnitude ofthe work
will be gaîned froni the fact cbat hast year
1,867 miles Of streets were cleaned, and
45,921 loids, each of wbicb a"eraged a
cubic yard, were lifted and taken away.
The srveepin,.s are largely souglit alier as
a fertîlîzer for laîvns and gardens, but the
greiter portion of the refuse o! tbe centre
of the. city, the district bounded by
Bathurst street, Cailege and Carlton,
Sherbourne and Ille bay, is taken ta the
wvater-front, wbere tl is used as filling.
This disposai of il iJli be made until a-
level is reacbed satisfactary to the City
Engineer. The staff tvhicb is perma.
nently cngaged on the work is not large
considering the rcsîîlts, but in cases of
sudden emergencies it is augmented by
temporary employes, who are iîow en.
gaged tbrough the Labor liureau.

For scavenRing, the city is divided into
3o districts. Every lane is overliatiled at
least once a wveek, and in the more thickly
papulate<l parts tbree tianes. The asiles
arc taken to one of the city dumps, as
they make excellent billing miterial, and
the offial is consuraed. There are tbree
latte -nspectors and twa foremen in this
department, but, besides dais, the carters
are sent out in contingents o! six, witb ane
o! the number in charge af the rest. Each
cart bears a number, sa tbat in case of ti-.
efficiency or any olher misdemeanar the
offender is easily discovered. Sa thor-
ouRbly, however, is the work performed

that hast ycar the departmcît had flot s0
comnplaiaits in ai.

Thie only branch of the depirtiment
wvhicb remains for mention is the watcriag
of tuie streets. This is divided between
the Street railway and the t-ty, though uIl
latter bears the wbole cost. The railway
cnmpanay keeps tlîree sprinklers, cach of
wvhicli liolds 2,a;oc gallons of miter, and
for the work: ltey teceive 16,e cents per
mile of double track. List year tbey
covered 18,59( males, and usecl Over 37,
000,000 &,allons of wvater, the wliole cost-
îng the city $3,0:1. Thc city sprinklers
proper aie also ulîree in numbcr ; two of
themi are of the c;ijac1tý of 2,gçuo gallons,
and the chiral of :!,soo galions. For this
wvork, too, the city is divided into sub-
divisiuns, and ilie nunîber of sprinklings
ks deti-rmined by the class of pave-
nient. The season for Street watering
begins generally on thîe ist of Aprif, and
usually lasts until about the ist of No-
veinher.

LEGAL DECISIONS AFFECTING
MUNICIPALITIES.

CHAUSSE V'S. CITY OF NIONTREAL.
-Tlie action was for 53,o00 damiages.
brought by the plaintiff, wha ks the otvner
of a flouse on Amherst Street, for damages
caused ta himr by the city interfering v'itb
the flow of water fromn the higber levels,
by raising the level on Napa leon street.
The plea of the city wvas to the effect that
il executed wvoiks of public utility, and
that ît had cau 3ed no damage ta the plain-
tiff. The facts as tbey appeared in evi-
dence wcre-tbat the lot of land on which
the plaintiff had built bais bouse formed
part of a larger extent of Jand, bounded
by Duluth Ave., Amherst and Montana
sîreets; that the level of this land had been
loweted, since the opening of the latter
Strec:s, by the proprietors renmovîng sand
fromn the surface ; that Napoleon street
was ttaced on the plan of the city when
the plaintiff, in February, 189)3, comnienced
ta build hais bouse, and thiat lie could not
be ignorant tbhot the land wvhich was ta
serve as the site for Napolean street would
necessarily be raised, as in fact it wvas
during the following atitumrn, ihis land
being on the samne level as chat of the
plaintiff. The court beld chat the plaintiff
in building under tbesecondýtions assumned
the risks af the partîcular situation oi bais
property. an<l that it wïas incumbent un
taira toi take immediately the necessary
sieps ta protect it against the dangers ta
which the praperty awners an the h;gher
lands expoýed faim. It wvas praved tbat
the adjoining proprietors wbo wvere ex-
pnsed ta the sarne dangers as the plain-
tiff, placed drains in tlîeir yards cannecting
wvith the street drain in front, by wbîcb
thîe surface water wvas easily carrle d o ff.
The plaintiff shoid have taken tlie saine

precautians. As bais land fronted on Amn-
licrst Street, he Inight easily [lave drained
into the sewer on that street. TVie court
caime ta the conclusion tbat there 'vas no
negligence or wvant of SI an the part ai
thîe city, and, under the circtimstances,
the defendant wvas flot responsible for
damages. The action wvas therefore dis-
missed.

P>ELLETIER VS. CITY 0F QuE1iic.-
Judgmnent bas been rendcred in the
Superioir Court against the City o! Que.
bec, which miaches a lesson ta city cor-
porations tbat dabble in political deman-
strttions. The plaintiff ini th *s case scies
the defendants as cultr ta lais minar
cbîld, joseph Pelletier, aged 13, araI by
bais declaratian -illeges 'btat in the montb
of june last bais son "'as standing on Fa-
brique street, opposite the Central Fire
Station, wvatcbing 'le procession given on
the occ.asion of Han. Mr. Marcband's
victrary, pass by ; that, owing ta tbe
neglect ai ilie firemen, 'vba tere setting
off fire'vorks opposite the station, bais san
was struck bv a flying rocket on tbe tigbt
check and eye, and tbat the eye liad ta
be extracted, and that lie is tbreatened
w~ith total blindness. He therefore
clainîed $5oca for damages and $31 1.50
for tnedîcal attendance and loss nf time.
To tbis action the defendants pleaded inr
substance tbat the cîty of Queblec 'vas not
responsable' inasmucb as the waunds in-
flicted on the plaintiff's son îu'ere not
caused by rackets fired by any o! its col-
playees %villa the knowledge or sanction
o! the city, nor in thie execution of any
duty devolving on tbeni as city em-
ployees. In rendering bais iudgment
J udge Andrewvs remarked tbat it was
sufficiently provec hat the ciîy ball and
lire stations an the et'ening in question
wvere illuminated, abat there wvas a stage
erected by tbe firenien of No. i station,
whete rackcîs were fired during tbe
evening by maembers of tbe lire brigade,
and irrowly escaped killing plaintiff's
son ; iat the firing of said rackets wvas
perlormed in an unskilful, dangerous and
reckles3; manner by members ai the bri-
gade not possessed of thie requisite ex-
perience in such inatters, many af the
rackets taking a horizontal dil ection and
straking .vhjoinaing buildangs ; illait he said
illumination of the said fire stations and
the said iring of rockets was pari of a
public demanstration in tvbicb cite city
fire brigade toak a praminent part under
and by the express oarders of its; chief, andi
in a manner impossible if cte city autbori-
tics had flot acquiesced, concurred andl
promoîed ît ; and furtber, tbat up ta the
mor.ent af bais examinatian as a witness
in tbis cause, the propriety of the act of
tbe chic! in sa ordering said illumination
and flring of rockets land neyer been ques-
tioned by sucb city aîitbarities. Judg-
ment rvas for tbe amouant claimned wvith
cosis.
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