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was ended, moist of themi said "lThe deacon is rigit, and the doctrine of Arius

is contrary to the Word of God." Then Arius was put out of the Church,

and the ministers went home again, all spskinr of the bold and eloquent

young deacon of Alexandria, wlio lov 'd the Lorc Jesus, and whom God had

raised up to be a defender of the faith.
Eusebius and the others friend' of Arius were verv ançgry wh Athan-

asius for getting them put out of the Churcb. The vear after the Council,

Alexander died, and Athanasius was imade bishop l h place. You nay be
sure that lie would not allow any one to preach Arianisi near hlm. Nine

more years passed away, and during ail this tiiie is eneinies were busy
againstlhim. Atlasttheysaidthat he had killed a bishop called Arseniuand
h cut off the dead man's hand. So the Emperor called a Couneil at lyre
to see if this was true. Atlhanasius did not know what to Io, for certainly
Arsenius lad disappeared, and nobody 31eemed to know wliat had becone of

him. But he put bis trust in GOud, a 1d went to Tyre. liiz enemies brought
the hand into the Council and sail, " This is the band of Arsenius, whici

Athanasius cut i"ff. Athanasiussaid it waq not true, but no one would believe

him, for nearly all the ministers in the Council had had their inds poisoned

against him by the followers of Ariu4. While they were prepagin to con-

demn hi, Archelaus, tle governor of Tyre, caie to Athana-is and said,

"Be of do6 confort, all will be well." hlie Athanaiams p-ave-d to God

again to lielp him. Soon Archelaus returned with somine soldi'ers, who led
in a man wearing a long cloak ; and Paul, the h);-liop1 of Tyre, eried out, as
he came in, "ITis is Arseniius '" And so it waz. le hlad been iiding in
the city, waiting, I suppuse, to sce Athanainu conmiiined and perhaps ut
to death for killing hin. Tien Athanasiu said ta his eciiSers, " is tis

Arsenius P" and they lad to reply, " Yes, it is indeed lie."
" Is this his hand which you have laid lefore the conncil ?
They replied that it was. Athana:ius drew aside one fold of the long

cioak and showed Arsenius's îight hand, and afterwards lie irew aside the

other fold and showjd his left hanil. Theit h- sail to the council, " Arsen-

ius, as you sec, is found to have two hands ; let ny accueuers show the place
whence the third was eut off." In spite of this, tic enemies of Athanasius

would not leave himi alune ; and the next year they prevailed on the
Emperor to Lbanish him far off to the city of Treves in n7au 1 . But that

saine year Arius died a sudden and awful death, and, before the next was
ended, Constantine appeared before God's judgment seat.

It would take nie a lon- time to tel], and you to read, of all the persecu-
tions and banishiments of Atlianasius. le suffered then all bocause of his

loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ. If lie lad been willing to abate ever so

little of the glory of tic Saviour, the enperors that succeeded Constantine
would have made a great man of him; but God made hin a greater nan
than any or all of the kings of the earth were able to do. Twenty years of

persecution passed away, during which hehad been alPowed now and then
to remain in peace for a little tne among his people, w-ho always celebrated
his return fiom exile uith great rejoicings. Then the emperor Constantius,
the third son of Constantine, who was an Arian, sent an army against him.
Bis people were assembled with him in a church in Alexandria, although
it was nght, to worship God. Some, who were ontside as sentinels on the
watch, came into the assembly and told A thanasius that a general and five
thousand men, armed with swords and clubs, bows and arrows, were conung
to take him prisoner and put him to death, according to the Emperor's
orders. Athanasius sat still on his seat, and told one of the deaçons to read


