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PRACTICAL LIRDICINE.

. INFANTILE ENTERALGIA.

Dr. John Boyd, in an interesting paper in the
Hdinburgh  Hedical Journal on an affection
which he terms *“infuntile enteralgis.” remarks:
** ln male children especially, from two weeks to
four or six months, of a lively mobile tempera-
snent, we very froquently observe them subject
o nttacks of abdominal pain, which onne on sud-
stealy, generally at night, commencing at a little
alter twelve, and continuing with slight intermis-
siuns to four or five in the momning. The little
sufferer draws up ita knees and tosses about in
the nurse's arms ; the cry varying from an agon-
iead scream to a plaintive wail, with intervale of
anbs and long<drawn breaths; but neither the
pulse nor the respiration is acoelerated, nor is
vhere usually sny abnormal elevation of tempers-
ture. The nataral langunge of the malady de-
notes unmistakeably that the bowels are the sost
ot the pain, though the tendernees on pressure
sloes not seem excossive. After a time the local
uneasiness appears to bave produced & guasi-hys-
terical action on the nervous system. If the in-
st be old enough to be attracted by any glitter
ing object, or a series of modevately loud noises,
he may forget his woes for a time, and all at onos
recollect them and resume his ululstion sa. vebe-
meutly a8 before ; bearing on bis countenance
that expreczion of conscious ill-usage which is so
gruerally veen in those afflicted beings of maturer
age and opposite sex, of whom it has been
+juzintly remarked that they are so very ill be-
caune there is 80 very little really tho matter with
them. After disturbing the whole household for
the best part of the night and exhausting all the
cuintive efforts of the establishment, the young
xeutleman falls quistly asleep, and seemas so well
and fresh next day that the history of the dire.
ful noctwrnal events scunds like a baseless ro-
mafice when related even to’ sympathetic audi-
tors.  Yet such experiences constitute one of the
mont painfal trials which the youthfal primipara
is called upan to undergo, although Materfa-
miling of fiteen or twenty years’ standing sus-
tains them in genenl with philosophic equani-
mity.

* The enteralgia referred to does not commonly
depend on mere focal socuroulation. In thyiving
children who are not as yet subjected to the
jangs of teething, the alvine evacuations ars com-
paratively scanty so long as the maternal lacteal
secrotion is the sole or preponderating source of
nutrition. . In sch cases I bhave invariably no-
tived, that 80 long as the abdominal suffering
Inssts, the urination is suspended, that a true
jwhburia renalis exists for the time being; and
{hat whenever micturition cocurs the arying and
dintreas cease, presenting exactly the same termi-
nation ze that of the passio hysterica—the oopious
flow of a large quantity of clear liwpid faid:

past been in the habit, whenever such attacks
were brought under my care, of prescribing from
eight to ten minims of spiritas etheris nitroei in
a drochm of water, to children of the age above
mentioned. Generally after the administration
ofthsdnughtthem occurs & discharge of fatas
from the superior or inferior orifice of the alimen-
tary canal—the other acting as s diffusible stimu-
lant and carminative ; but without exception the
passage of uvrine in Jarge quantity takes place
within a few minutes afler its imbibition, the
criea ccase, and the amall patient xinks into & re-
freshing slumber. 'Whalever viow may be taken
as to the causation of the malady in question—
whether it may depend ou & nonsecvetion de-
pending co & temporary congestion of the glomer-
uli of the kidney or & partisl paralysiz of the
more elaborated and cowmplex urinary passages of
the male, or merely from the presence of flatus
in the colon mechanically suspending the renal
function,—the fact is well ascertained that the
phenomena above depicied are extremoly fire-
quent in male infants of all claxzos, and &very va-
riety of social and hygienic surrounding; als,
that in sorae instances very serious mischich have
been ths consequence of mchnoctumd perve:
gitas”

m-mox.m.
BLOOD-POISONING BY SEPTIC
MATTERS .

At a recent meoting (K. K. Geselloch der Acrzte)
held on the 16th of last May, in Vieons, Prof.
Stricker communicated the results of some expe-
riments which-had been made in his laboratary
by Dra Clementi and Thin, to determine the’
character of septicemis poisoning. The interest
of the report arose from the discussion which
Davaine's researches haye provoked. This latter
experimentalist claimed to have made ths fol-
lowing discoveriea: After injecting beneath the
skin of an animal’s nock & single drop of putrid
blood the sarrounding tissue became extensively
infiltrated, and death soon followed with symp-
toms of septiczmia. The blood of this animal
was then employed to inject other animalsin s
similar wey, and was found to be more poisonous
thar the original putrid blood A third and
fourth were thon injected, each with the blood of
the preceding one, and in this way 24 in all were
experimented on. -The results seemed to ahow
that the toxic power of the septic material in-
creases by dilution. Stricker undertook to teet
thess statements. He inoculated 26 animals
with healthy, 23 with putrid, and 73 with blood
diluted by transmission--Of- the first series 4
died Of the secand series 11 died. In experi-
menta with dxlnted blood, where it, bad passed
through 18 different animals, 53 of the 73 died
From this it appeared that cven the vory small
smount of one twelve hundred and fifivth part of

A ting on this indication, I havo for many years & cubic centimetro’of ; poispnous,  material could,

cause doeath when injected bypodermically. Da-.
vaine's statements that orgenisms form in the
blood and incresse by every transmission was not
sustained by investigations. Btricker found nu-
merous colonrless bodies in the blood of thesa .
animals, but he did not regard them as organ-
isma, but rather as protoplamnic bodies.

The following facts he reganls as ascertained:--

1. That tranamimion greatly increnses the in-
Jurious and fatal action of putrid matter.

2. That the original disesse was infectious, but
that through inoculation it became contagious,

3.° That, though it be net proven, yet it is pro-
bable that the special poison im a living conta-
gion (condagium animatuss), for such rapid pro-.
liferntion is only possible in organized material.:

4. That the poison is diffusible, and is ot do-
goyed by belling.—Aly. me Mod. Zeoitung,
20, 1873.
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Burns.—A lotion moommendzd for bums oon-

. | sists of — Sulphate of dne, gra. xv. ; oompound

apirits of lavender, 3j. ; water, one pint.
Ergripelas—Ths ouly “cacooesful -lnetbod.g&
treatment which has been emp!oyed Tor arresting
the spread of the difenss, in the formation of &
boundary-line by means of a blister. For this
purpoce, the vesicating collodion is ordinarily
wed, If erysipelsz attack a limb, encircle it
with a blister about one-lalf ¢r three quarters of
an mchwnde, &t & free point ubove the part affoci-
el A very common, and most excellent, appli-’
cation for the erysipelas, is an ointment compos-
ed of —B Sulphate of iron, Jj.; 2osp or ocmmon
ointment, ¥j. M. In this wey the iren can be
used, and the etains svoided which are se annoy-
ing when it is employed in solution. .
Simple Cerate.—A modification of this dreasing
is used which renders it much ‘more agreeable,
and much easier of ixmnipulation in 0old weather:
It consists of oil of slmonds, in the proportion
of 3j. to Zj.. This makes ono of those little va-
riations in surgical dressings whick niay add to
the comfort of the patient and the convenisnce of
the sargeon. ¢
Persistent Vomiting. —l'hen was & Caso ofpox»
sistent vomiting in connoxion with Bright's dis-
ease. The patient' was a female, and thia was .,
the second attack she had suffered. A number
of months previously, in her first attack, the
vomiting was safficiently persistent to reject all
remodial agents employed for its relief, and it.
was supposed, that the patient must .then &nd .
there dis., She was placed, howover, upon tresat-
‘ment by the use of raw beef, or sc nearly maw
that it could hardly be seid to be an infringement

upon the proper. yec.of teams Lo call ik, rew, and



