
THE LAINCET

swallow, and chicken soup. niilk, and
niilk and brandy were given in snall
quantitics, which were gradually increas-
ed until 'May 1ith. when lie took about a
.;uart of milik in twentv-i, tir i.ours, some
toast, and onc or two raw eggs. During
this time crienata of milk and extract of
hcef were given. which, with the excep-
ti-m of onr.e or two. were well retaincd.
le continued in this condition uitil May

:191th. wheni the auithor foudti that the food
was not being digested. that it simply
passcd on into the intestines. wherc it re-
mained for a tine and thcn passed per
rect.:n in about the sanie condition in
which the patient took it. The inan was
altowed fond by the mouth because lie
craved it and retaincd it without distress.
and. a; death would inevitably be the re-
sult. the author thought lie niglht as weli
le indulged. On the 3INth of May con-
traction liad taken place to within three
or four inchcs of the stoniach afterward
the whole lengti of the aesopiagus was
contracted. On the Ist of June lie voni-
ited slircds of a brownish substance, look-
ing like portions of the cast. with a vcry
foui odor. This continîued for two( or
three days. and w followid by a yellow-
ish substance even more fouil snelling
than the other. The patient remuained in
this condition. gradually getting weaker
and vomiting and retching a great deab.
until lie died on the 24th of June.

Corrosive poisoning. says the author. is
not an unconmmon occurrence, but it is-
interesting to note that life mîay c pro-
innged, as :n the presnt instance. for an
unusual period after the ingestion of a
corrosive powerful enough to lcstroy the
mucous lining of the entire acsophagus
and a part at ieast of the stonaci : also
that it is possible to take such a large
amount of naterial into the stonacl
without distress aftei-ward is rcmarkable.

A quack of the naie of Thoniaso.
though fortified with the usual bogus An-
erican diploma. was fined £20 last week
at a London Police Court, under the
apothecaries act, for practising medicine.
-Lancet.

THE TREATMENT OF POST-NASAL
CATARRH

nly Walter We:lts. St.D., wVashington.

Wlhile catarrh of the naso-phariyx re
ceivcs scant notice fromn Enropean anut-
ors. and is treatedi b>y tliei as thougli il
were always secondary to diseases of the
nose. or of the lower pliarnyx. in tlis
country it is given a more promiiineit po-
ition in text books on discases of the no>e
and throat. and is treated of as an inde-
pendent discase in the sanie rank with
rhinitis, plaryngitis. and laryngitis. This
is, indeed, quite as it siioid bc : for be-
sides that it is with us. at Ieast. the mllost
frcquent of catarrhal affcctions of the up-
lier air passages and is the nost pro-
nlouîncetl in the amîount o symptonis and
in the distress it causes the patient. it lias
a better clain to consideration as an in-
dependent discase by reason of iiotlifica1-
tions ir. the mucous membrane in this
region. We have situated elire a collec-
lion of adenoid tissue, under the namie of
the pharyngeal tonsil or tonsil of Lusch-
ka : we have the openings of the Eustacli-
ian tubes and their prominences, and wte
have the so-callied fossae of RoseiniMiller.
It is not necessary that we dliscuss
wietler the naso-pltrynx serves. prinar-
ily. the digestive or the respiratory func-
tims. We are willing to admit. on the
'le hiand. that the secretion of the muc
-ous glands in this region is useful in
hibricating the lower pharynx to pronote
legliutition, and. on the otlier hand, i.

appears to us that the recent experinients
-f Freudenthal show that this part con-
tributes a great dcal more moisture to
the inspired air than was fornierly
thought : in fact. the major part. A
simple. convenient division of post-nasal
catarrls is into those acompanied with
liypersecretion, and those attended with
formation of crusts. The latter is the
kind to which attention lias generally been
attracted. and especially the question of
the so-called bursa pharyngea, which most
ndern writers think las becn given too
much prominence by Tlornwaldt and his
followers.


